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ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the Honorable General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island: 

Gentlemen : — Under the provisions of Section 6, Chapter 758, 
of the Public Laws of this State, it is a pa^t of the duty of the 
Eailroad Commissioner to present a report to the General As- 
sembly, at its adjourned session in Providence, of the condition 
and proceedings of the several railroad corporations doing busi- 
ness in this State so far as the public interest may demand, with 
such recommendations and suggestions as may be deemed neces- 
sary or expedient. In compliance therewith I have the honor to 
present the following report. 

The returns of the several corporations, are made, as required 
by law, up to the 30th of June, 1893, and these returns will be 
found in full in the Appendix to this report, with tables compiled 
from said reports, giving the statistics of most importance up to 
said date. On account of the fact that the General Assembly 
does not meet until the last of January of the year succeeding 
that in which these returns are made, and as many matters of im- 
portance arise subsequent to the date of the returns, my general 
report comprises the year from the 1st of January to the 31st of 
December, 1893. 

The general railroad business of the United States for the year 
1893, has been anything but satisfactory to bond-holders or stock- 
holders, and the present prospects are not flattering. The mileage 
has been somewhat increased but not nearly as much as in pre- 
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vious years. With the exception of a few weeks when the lines 
running to Chicago were crowded with passengers to and from 
the World's Fair, the passenger traffic on the larger portion of the 
roads has been much smaller than usual, and at less remunerative 
rates. Even the increase of business, which was crowded almost 
wholly into the three closing months of the Exposition, was not by 
any means an unmixed advantage. The roads were forced to put 
on many extra trains, employees were worked extra and in some 
cases unreasonably long hours ; rolling stock was so constantly in 
motion that as a necessary consequence, it did not receive proper 
attention. Freight engineers and employees were put in charge 
of fast passenger express trains; cars that had been laid aside 
as almost worthless were re-painted and put in commission, and 
at the first extra strain revealed their weakness. 

The result, which could hardly be avoided, under the conditions 
enumerated, followed: accident after accident, rear and front col- 
lisions, switches left open and trains derailed, till the aggregate 
placed the year 1893 in the matter of railroad accidents far to the 
front. 

The freight business of the country, except in a few of the 
Eastern and seaboard lines, has also shown, especially during the 
last six months, a very large falling off. 

As a result some seventy-five railroads, with over 50,000 miles 
of road, or about 30 per cent, of the entire mileage of the country, 
and capitalized at more than nineteen hundred million dollars, 
have been placed in the hands of receivers ; in fact the railroads 
now in the hands of receivers, represent a mileage nearly as great 
as the total railroad mileage of the United States as late as 1870. 
The roads that have succeeded in paying their fixed charges and 
dividends, have been obliged to reduce expenses in every conceiv- 
able way, cutting off trains, discharging employees and reducin 
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wages. 



Nor is this the whole or in some respects the darkest side of the 
picture. The distress which has been spread over a large part of 
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the land, by the sweeping away of entire fortunes, and the suspen- 
sion or destruction of the means of support and income of de- 
pendent persons whose all had been invested in what had been 
considered safe and reliable securities, and which has been en- 
tirely lost or greatly depleted by the enormous shrinkage which 
has taken place, can be comparable only to the disasters that fol- 
low a war or wide-spread pestilence. 

Of course not all of these failures are complete and absolute. In 
many cases, by the passing of dividends, suspending the payment 
of interest, by a general reduction of expenses and a thorough 
re-organization, the roads may be kept alive until with better 
times, they may again be placed upon a healthy basis. This will 
not occur, however, until it shall be impressed upon the minds of 
a vast number of the people of the United States, that the rail- 
roads cannot do business for less than cost, and yet make their 
business successful, any more than can other public or private 
corporations or individuals. The time may come when legislative 
bodies will find that the mere fact that they have decided that 
passenger and freight charges must be fixed at certain rates to 
suit their ideas, will not in and of itself insure profits to the rail- 
roads. 

The roads doing business in this State, have, with but one or 
two exceptions, had a comparatively prosperous year. One road, 
the New "Sork & New England, has not been able to pay its fixed 
charges, and has finally been forced into the hands of receivers. 

# 

This road has the best terminal wharf facilities in Boston, has a 
large and valuable property, and if it could be placed upon a 
sound financial basis, and managed, not with reference to the 
stock market, or as a foot-ball for speculators, but for the purpose 
for which it is generally supposed railroads are chartered and 
built, might prove more successful than in the past. 

The importance which the street roads have acquired since the 
adaptation of electricity as a motive power so generally, together 
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with the advances they are constantly making", and the many new 
lines proposed, require that they should be considered separately 
from the steam roads. In another part of this report will be 
found some recommendations concerning them which I trust will 
receive the consideration of the members of the General Assembly. 

SUMMAEY OF STATISTICS. 

STEAM ROADS. 

The number of Eailroad Corporations organized under the laws 
of the State is sixteen, the same as at the time of last report, but 
one corporation has gone out of existence and another has taken 
its place. Every share of the New York, Providence & Boston 
Railroad Corporation- having been exchanged for that of the New 
York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Corporation, according to 
an agreement previously entered into between the two corpora- 
tions, the former corporation has been merged in the latter, which 
has acquired all the rights and privileges of the former together 
with its branches and leased lines, which included the Providence 
& Worcester, the Pawtuxet Valley, and the Warwick Branch roads. 

On the first of March, 1893, the New York, New Haven & Hart- 
ford R. R., secured a lease of the Old Colony R. R., with all its 
branches and leased lines, for ninety-six years, thus consolidating 
the railroad business in this State almost entirely in the hands of 
two corporations, viz., the New York, New Haven & Hartford, 
and the New York and New England. Outside of these two cor- 
porations there are but three small roads, the Narragansett Pier, 
the Wood River Branch, and the Moshassuck Valley. The ac- 
counts of the Old Colony System have been kept separately and 
the report made shows the business for the entire year. 

PROPERTY. 

The capital stock of the roads is $79,918,550. Miles of road 
owned and operated, 1,897.32 ; miles of road in this State, 275.06 ; 
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miles of track (reckoned as single track) in this State, 396.125. 
They own 891 locomotives, 1,890 passenger train cars and 17,957 
freight cars. ThiBse figures show an increase over last year's re- 
port of $28,706,600 in capital stock, 350 locomotives, 802 passenger 
train cars, 5,196 freight cars, and 30.15 miles of single track in this 
State. 

The total property and assets of these fourteen corporations is re- 
ported as $136,523,698.52, which is $7,205,131.78 over and above the 
amount of capital stock and all indebtedness, funded and floating ; 
an increase in property and assets of $42,071,860.26. The larger 
portion of this increase in capital stock, receipts and expenditures, 
net earnings and property, is caused by the addition to the list of 
railroads reporting in this State, of the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford E. B. Co. 

INDEBTEDNESS. 

The funded debt of all these corporations is $42,022,522.50 ; the 
floating debt is $7,377,484.24 ; total indebtedness, $49,400,016.74. 
Compared with last year's report, these figures show an increase 
in the funded debt of $5,670,587.50, in the floating debt of $2,676,- 
148.87 ; or a total increase in indebtedness of $8,346,736.37. 

PASSENGERS. 

The number of passenger carried was 57,748,206, an increase of 
18,189,350. All the roads show an increase in number of passen- 
gers carried, except the Newport & Wickford E. E. & Steamboat 
Co., which reports " about 70,000," a decrease of 15,000 from the 
" about 85,000," of previous year, and the Moshassuck Valley E. 
E., which reports a decrease of 7,729, probably caused partly by 
the opening of a new line of electric cars, which passes near 
enough to the thriving village of Saylesville to be a competitor. 

MERCHANDISE. 

The number of tons merchandise transported was 14,536,469, an 
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increase of 5,320,698 tons. All the roads show an increase, except 
the Narragansett Pier, which reports a decrease of 800 tons. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

' The total receipts from all sources were $36,179,946.55; ex- 
penditures, $30,833,786.08 ; net earnings, $5,345,360.47. Increase 
in receipts, $16,086,996.04; in expenditures, $12,892,309.14; in net 
earnings, $3,194,686.90. The receipts of the operating roads were, 
from passenger departments, $17,855,981.28 ; from freight depart- 
ments $15,438,158.71 ; from all other sources, mails, express, etc., 
$1,777,202.93. 

ROLLING STOCK. 

The larger portion of the rolling stock is in good condition, and 
some of the through trains are supplied with the best known 
safety appliances and with all modern improvements. Some of 
the cars used on local and excursion trains are not very inviting 
in appearance or luxurious in their appointments, though there 
has been quite an improvement in cleanliness during the past 
year. 

One of the principal causes, of complaint, and one that is often- 
times well founded, is the insufficient amount of light furnished, 
and the apparently little pains taken to have the few lamps that 
are provided properly cleaned and trimmed. All of the 1890 pas- 
senger cars are equipped with automatic brakes, but only 492 have 
the improved quick acting pattern. Of the 891 locomotives, 713 are 
equipped with driver brakes. Of the 17,957 freight cars, only 852 
are furnished with automatic brakes, and but 3248 have automatic 
couplers. This matter of safety appliances for freight trains has 
been acted upon by Congress, and within a short; term of years 
all cars used on freight trains will be properly equipped. I trust, 
also, that within a few years the dump cars now used for coal, 
which go bobbing along as though they were trying to get off the 
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track, and which succeed in doing so quite often, especially when 
empty, will be replaced by cars of more modern design. 

HEATING OP CARS. 

There are so far as reported, no cars used in regular passenger 
business in this State that are heated by common stoves. Direct 
steam is used in 813, while 944 use Heaters of the Bs^ker or John- 
ston patterns. Thus far heating by direct steam has proved 
efficient and safe, and agreeable to passengers wherever pains is 
taken to have the matter of temperature and ventilation at- 
tended to. It is however an impossibility, with the cars used for 
ordinary passenger travel to keep them comfortable in cold weather. 
The doors are opened often by officials or passengers passing 
through while the train is in motion, and at stations especially are 
left open by nearly every passenger who goes out or comes in, 
causing a rush of cold or damp air which effecfcually chills the 
bottom of the car, and causes great discomfort to passengers. It 
would not be very expensive to have double doors or vestibules 
similar to those in use on parlor cars, only very much more simple 
in construction, which would add greatly to the comfort and 
health of the passengers. Such doors or vestibules might be so 
arranged as to be removed during the summed months if thought 
advisable, but even then their use would keep out the dust or rain. 

BRIDGES. 

The number of bridges of all kinds reported is 236 ; of these, 63 
are constructed of iron, 18 of stone, 105 of wood, and 50 are com- 
biuation. There have been ten new bridges built during the year. 

The bridges appear to be in good condition, but in view of the 
great increase in the weight of engines and trains, and the con- 
stantly increasing speed of trains over bridges, it is of the' utmost 
importance that continual watchfulness shall be exercised by the 
officials of the several roads in this regard, especially as there is 
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no provision in our laws whereby the commissioner is required, or 
even authorized, to have an expert examination made of any of 
the bridges or viaducts, as is the case in many States. 

PERSONS EMPLOYED. 

The average number of persons employed on these roads in 
this State is 2334. 

DIVIDENDS. 

Dividends were paid by ten of the corporations, while four did 
not declare any dividend, though all the roads but one earned 
sufficient to pay operating expenses and fixed charges, and one 
road for the first time since its organization, eighteen years ago, 
paid a small dividend. Dividends were declared as follows : — 

New York, New Haven & Hartford, 10 per cent. 

Providence & Worcester, 10 per cent. 

Pawtuxet Valley, 7 per cent. 

Old Colony, 7.58J per cent. 

Boston & Providence, 10 per cent. 

Providence, Warren & Bristol, 5 per cent, on the common, and 
5 per cent, on preferred. 

New York & New England, no dividend. 

Rhode Island & Massachusetts, 5 per cent. 

Providence & Springfield, 6 per cent. 

Woonsocket & Pascoag, 5 per cent. 

Narragansett Pier, 2 per cent. 

Newport & Wickford R. R. and Steamboat Co., no dividend. 

Wood River Branch, no dividend. 

Moshassuck Valley, no dividend. 

RATES OF FABE. 

The rates of fare for local tickets range from 1.94 cents to 6.25 
cents per mile, while commutation tickets range from one-half cent 
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to three and one-half cents per mile, with the avei'filg'e about two 
cents per mile. 

ACCIDENTS. 

It would seem that Section 3 of Chapter 758 of the Public Laws 
of this State, which makes it the duty of the general superintend- 
ent or manager of each railroad in the State, to inform the rail- 
road commissioner, in writing, of any accident on said road re- 
sulting in the loss of life or injury to any person or persons, im- 
mediately after its occurrence, and which imposes a penalty of one 
hundred dollars fine for every day that any corporation shall re- 
fuse or neglect to give the information, was sufficiently explicit, 
but it has not appeared to be understood by some of the officials. 
Under recent consolidations and changes of departments, it has 
been very difficult to obtain early or detailed accounts of acci- 
dents. I am in hope, however, that there will soon be an im- 
provement in these particulars, and unless there is, I shall feel it 
my duty to call the attention of the General Assembly to the mat- 
ter and ask for more stringent legislation. 

The returns made by the companies for the year ending June 
30, 1893, show that in this State 2 passengers were killed and 22 
injured ; that 9 employees were killed and 69 injured ; that 11 
persons were killed and 20 injured at grade crossings ; and that 
13 trespassers or persons walking on or crossing tracks were killed 
and 13 injured. 

As compared with last report, these figures show the same num- 
ber of passengers killed and sixteen more injured ; the number of 
employees killed was 2 more and number injured 27 more ; the 
number of persons killed at grade crossings was 10 more and the 
number injured 19 more ; and that the number of trespassers or ' 
persons walking on or crossing the tracks killed was 1 less, and 
the number injured 8 more. To sum up, there were 35 deaths and 
124 cases of injury more or less serious. 

As has been my custom, however, and in order that a more 
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comprehensive statement of the accidents, and details of the same , 
may appear for the information of the General Assembly, I sub- 
mit the following list of 

ACCIDENTS DUEING THE YEAE 1893. 

The following detailed statement gives all the accidents that 
have been reported by the officials of the steam railroads as bav- 
in o^ occurred in this State during the year ending Dec. 31, 1893, 
though the reports from the Rhode Island Hospital show eleven 
cases of persons who have been treated there for injuries received 
on the railroads of this State of which no report has been made 
to me by railroad officials. 

There were 88 accidents, in which 122 persons were killed or 
injured. There were 40 deaths resulting from these accidents. 
Of the cases where death ensued, 20 were persons who were walk- 
ing on or crossing tracks ; 9 were at grade crossings ; 5 were pas- 
sengers ; 6 were employees. 

Of the 82 persons who were injured 45 were employees ; 19 were 
passengers ; 9 were walking on or crossing tracks, and 9 were in- 
jured at grade crossings. 

Of the 6 employees killed, 3 were standing o^ at work on track, 
1 fell from freight car, 1 was struck by overhead bridge, 1 was 
climbing upon freight engine. 

Of the 5 passengers killed 3 were trying to get upon moving 
cars, 1 fell from platform of moving traip, and 1 was killed in a 
collision. 

Of the 19 passengers injured 11 were in consequence of colli- 
sions ; 5 while getting on or off of cars in motion ; 2 by derail- 
ment of train ; 1 while getting off car at station. 

Of the 45 employees who were injured, 18 were engaged in 
coupling or uncoupling cars ; 10 were injured in collisions ; 3 were 
struck by overhead bridge ; 4 while getting on or off cars in 
motion ; 4 by falling from cars ; 3 while standing on track ; 1 was 
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struck by telegraph pole ; 1 by stick of timber projecting from 
passing train ; 1 while unloading cars. 

As compared with last year's report, the number of passengers 
killed was 2 more; the number injured 13 more. The number 
of employees killed was 7 less, and of injured 1 less. There were 
3 more persons killed while walking on tracks, and 1 more injured. 
There were 8 more persons killed at grade crossings and 8 more 
injured. 

It is worthy of notice that of the five passengers who were 
killed, four lost their lives by their own carelessness, and not by 
any neglect of the employees of the railroad. 

Jan, -2. About 6:27 o'clock, A. M., train No. 2, on the Central 
Division, N. Y. & N. E. R. R., came in collision with freight 
train No. 125, which stood on side track in freight yard, Provi- 
dence. The accident was caused by open switch. One passenger, 
Frank Dessault, was slightly injured, hand cut ; the engineer of 
passenger train, John Snyder, had arm and chest bruised, and 
the fireman, Frank Willie, had a cut on head. 

■ 

Jan. 3, Frank Love, freight brakeman, O. C. System, fell from 
top of car on train which left Providence at 6:30 P. M. He was 
found on track between Smith street and Orms street bridges. 
Providence, unconscious ; was picked up, taken to the R. I. Hos- 
pital, where he was successfully treated for concussion of brain, and 
discharged Jan. 23, cured. 

Jan. 10, George Grier, freight brakeman, N. Y. & N. E. R. R., 
while uncoupling cars at Woonsocket, had his left hand caught 
by draw-bar and slightly injured. 

Jan. 12. Bernard Hamilton, yard clerk, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. 
R., while standing in door of box-car in yard. Providence, check- 
ing freight, was thrown violently out of car upon a low-gear and 
received severe internal injuries. The accident was caused by 
switching of passenger cars against box-car. 
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Jan, 18, About 12:41 o'clock A. M., freio^ht train, No. 1101, 
Worcester Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. B. B., struck a sleigh con- 
taining a pleasure party, at the crossing north of station, Lons- 
dale. Eight persons were killed or received injuries that proved 
fatal in a short time ; eight received severe injuries. A detailed 
account of this accident will be found under the head of " Grade 
Crossings." 

Jan, 25, John F. Whims, a passenger on train No. 1194, 
jumped from car platform after the train had left Albion station. 
He struck on his head, but escaped with bruised face. 

Jan, 28. Wm. F. Quigley, head brakeman on N. Y. & N. E. 
freight, while standing on track, beside engine near round-house. 
Providence, was struck by engine No. 70. His left leg was cut 
off, and he was otherwise mangled. He was taken to E. I. Hos- 
pital, but died the same day. 

Jan, 31, J. S. Adams, brakeman on O. C. System, while un- 
coupling engine from car, had his left hand severely crushed. 

Feb, 6, Miss Effie Armstrong, 18 years of age, attempted to 
cross track of N. Y., N. H. & H. B. B., near Shannock station, 
with her sister Myrtie, three years old, in front of express train 
No. 828, and they were both struck by locomotive. Myrtie was 
killed instantly and Effie was severely injured. They came from 
behind a freight train, and were not seen till too late to stop train. 

Feb, 12, George Higgins, employee of Moshassuck Valley 
E. E., while coupling cars in yard at Saylesville, was caught 
between deadwoods ; his right arm was broken in three places, 
one rib broken and he was otherwise injured. 

Feb, 20, Wm. H. Pennell, passenger on train of N. Y., N. H. 
& H. B. B., fell between the platforms of cars while the train was 
in motion, near Olneyville station, and was instantly killed. He 
was probably intoxicated at time. 

March 1, About 4 o'clock, A. M., a rear-end collision took 
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place near South Auburn station, mail train No. 86 running into 
the rear of steamboat train No. 802, N. T., N. H. & H. R. K. 
Several cars of train 802 were considerably broken up and the 
rear car was badly shattered. In this car, Miss Hattie Jenkins, H. M . 
Salsbery, B. Myers, and Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Yarick were injured, 
none severely except H. M. Salsbery, who was taken to the E. I. 
Hospital, back injured, and discharged improved March 25, but 
an infant child of Mr. and Mrs. Varick was killed. An investiga- 
tion revealed the fact that train No. 86 was running very closely 
to the rear of train 802, all the way. from Stonington, and that 
when the latter train was signalled to stop at South Auburn, train 
86 was so near that before it could be stopped it struck the other 
train. 

March 11. John Lambert attempted to cross the tracks of the 
N. Y., N. H. & H. K. E.., at the grade crossing at Central Falls 
station as a train was approaching. He was struck by the engine 
and thrown against the fence by the side of the track, but was not 
seriously injured. The gates were down, and the flagman called 
to him but he paid no attention, evidently being intoxicated. 

March 15, Mary McVey attempted to cross tracks of N. Y., N. 
H. & H. R. E. Co., at Grove street crossing, Providence, as the 
Colonial express was due, and was struck by engine and killed 
instantly. The gates were lowered, but she dodged under them 
and paid no attention to the call of the gate tender. 

March 17, John Megathlin, yardmaster Worcester Division, 
N. Y., N. H. & H. E. E., after uncoupling engine 381 in yard, 
stepped on the track in front of engine 392, was struck by the ten- 
der and thrown against engine 381. He received severe injuries 
to right side of body and head. 

March 21, Thomas Whalen, freight brakeman, Worcester 
Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. E. E., while coupling cars in freight 
yard at Pawtucket, had his right hand caught and crushed so that 
it was found necessary to amputate one finger. 
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« 

March 30. Peter Connors, while walking on track near Ashbnr- 
ton street, Providence, about 5:25 o'clock, P. M., was stmck by ex- 
press train on Old Colony System, and received injuries which 
proved fatal a few hours afterwards at the B. I. Hospital where 
he was carried. 

April 1. As a train on the P., W. & B. Division, O. C. 
System, was crossing switch near station, Providence, two cars 
were thrown upon another track by breaking of switch-rod, and 
one was derailed by striking telegraph pole. P. T. Cummings 
and Joseph McNair, passengers, were slightly injured. 

April H, Maurice Delaney, while attempting to get on train 
No. 86, N. Y. & N. E. E. R., at Elmwood station, while car was in 
motion, fell and had his head and back injured. He was taken on 
the train to Hartford Hospital, Conn., where it was found that the 
ribs were fractured on both sides, penetrating the lung on left 
side and causing his death in about six hours. 

April 3. Miles Flood, a laborer employed in the city yard. 
Providence, while walking on the track of the N. Y. & N. E. R. R., 
near Harris street, attempted to cross track in front of engine No. 
17, but was struck by engine, run over and instantly killed. 

April 5. Joseph Fenner, brakeman on N. Y. & N. E. E. R., 
while uncoupling cars near River Point station, had his right 
hand caught between draw-bars and smashed. 

April 12. Walter H. Miller, freight brakeman on train No. 125, 
N. Y. & N. E. R. R., was struck by overhead bridge, about one 
mile east of Oaklawn. He was knocked down on the top of car 
and picked up unconscious, with head and face badly bruised. 
He was sent to R. I. Hospital and treated for concussion of brain. 
Discharged April 26, cured. 

April 12, P. H. Schuret, section hand on O. C. System, N. Y., 
N. H. & H. R. R., had his leg broken in consequence of post fall- 
ing upon him while he was helping to unload car. 
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April 13. John Byres, of New Haven, Conn., was found early 
in morning, lying beside the track of N. Y. & N. E. B. K., east of 
Alice Avenue station, Woonsocket, with both feet cut off. He ' 
had laid down beside the track with feet over rails and been run 
over during previous night. He was taken to Woonsocket Hospi- 
tal, but died same day. 

April 15. At 8:25 o'clock, A. M., Switcher No. 8, N. Y. & N. E. 
K. R., backed a train of freight cars into a freight train of N. Y., 
N* H. & H. R. R., which was standing upon Cove track, Provi- 
dence. One car was derailed, several draw-bars broken, and the 
engineer, Abel P. Inman and Conductor E. P. McGovern of train 
No. 352, were considerably bruised, but not seriously injured. 
The accident was caused by failure of brakeman to give signal to 
engineer to stop. 

April 19, John Burns, while walking on track of Old Colony 
System near " tin bridge," Central Falls, about 5:50 P. M., was 
struck by express train. His legs were fractured, thigh crushed, 
and head cut. He was taken to Homoeopathic Hospital, Provi- 
dence, but died June 5. 

April 20. Walter Milner, while attempting to cross tracks 
south of Charles street bridge. Providence, was struck by engine 
of passenger train No. 1167, Worcester Division, N. Y., N. H. & 
H. R. R. His right arm was broken and head cut. He was taken 
to R. I. Hospital, and discharged May 12, improved. 

April 22. Joseph Minchin, freight brakeman, Worcester Divi- 
sion, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., while coupling cars in freight yard, 
Pawtucket, was caught between deadwoods, and considerably 
injured about right arm and side. 

April 26. William P. Hughes, freight brakeman on Worcester 
Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., while attempting to get on foot- 
board of engine No. 350 while in motion, near Horton's Grove, 
fell and was run over by driving wheels. Both legs were crushed 
below the hips ; he died in about 25 minutes, 

3 
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May 4, Cornelius Lynch, section hand, Worcester Division 
N. Y., N. H. & H. K. R., while climbing over freight train in yard 
at Providence, was caught between cars and his right foot crushed. 
He was taken to K. I. Hospital. 

May 10. E. J. Reynolds, freight brakeman, N. Y. & N. E. R. R., 
while coupling cars in Providence, had his hand caught and 
crushed. 

May 12, Charles H. Fortin, freight brakeman, N. Y. & N. E. 
R. R., while climbing up side of freight car in yard at Woon- 
socket, was struck by another car, knocked oflf and received severe 
injuries to side and hips. He was taken to the Woonsocket Hos- 
pital. Discharged June 1st, cured. 

May 12. Peter McHugh, freight brakeman, Worcester Divi- 
sion, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., whije coupling cars in freight yard. 
Providence, had his hand caught and badly crushed. He was 
taken to the R. I. Hospital. Discharged June 19, improved. 

May 27. Frank Doherty, while walking with other boys over 
bridge at Ten Mile River, East Providence, was struck by a 
switching engine, No. 369, Worcester Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. 
R. R., and instantly killed. 

May 29. Eber Thomas, belonging in Attleboro, Mass., at- 
tempted to get on passenger train of Old Colony System at Paw- 
tucket station, after it had started, but fell and his left leg was 
crushed. He was taken to R. I. Hospital but died the same night. 

June 3. Holton Pike, while walking on track of N. Y. & N. E. 
R. R., near River Point, was struck by train No. 127, his left foot 
crushed and injured about head. 

June 7. Philip Fox, brakeman on freight train No. 396, Wor- 
cester Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., was struck by overhead 
bridge at Woonsocket and thrown to the ground. He received a 
compound fracture of leg, and scalp injuries. He was taken to 
the R. I. Hospital. Discharged June 13, improved. 
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June 16, A collision took place on the Providence Division, 
N. Y., N. H. & H. R. E., near Kingston station, between a light 
engine and freight train No. 818. The engineer and fireman of 
light engine jumped and were injured. Charles P. Ide, engineer 
of freight train, had a leg fractured, and John Healey, brakeman, 
had foot crushed and was considerably bruised. Disobedience of 
instructions on part of engineer of light engine was the cause of 
the collision. 

June 20, John Woolsey, freight brakeman, N. Y., N. H. & H. 
R. E., while coupling cars in yard at Providence, had his hand 
caught between deadwoods and thumb and fore-finger mashed. 

June 22, Charles Thayer, freight brakeman, N. Y. & N. E. E. 
E., was struck by High street bridge. Providence, but escaped 
with shght wound on head. 

June 22, Andrew Eochford, freight brakeman, Providence 
Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. E. E., while riding between two cars 
at Horton's Grove freight yard, to uncouple, was caught between 
deadwoods and had his right hip dislocated. He was taken to 
the E. I. Hospital. Discharged June 29, improved. 

July 1. James G. Earley of Lonsdale, while lying on track, 
Worcester Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. E. E., between Valley Falls 
and Lonsdale, was struck by passenger train No. 123 and instantly 
kiUed. 

Julyl, The body of a man, afterwards identified as that of 
James Neill, was found on the track of Worcester Division, N. Y., 
N. H. & H. E. E., near Hamlet crossing, Woonsocket. He had 
been killed by some train while walking on track. 

July 13, Daniel W. Martin, freight brakeman. Old Colony 
System, fell between cars and engine, near Fox Point, Providence, 
was run over and instantly killed. He belonged in South Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

July 18, Michael Laily and an unknown male companion. 



20 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMlSSlOKER. 

while walking on tracks near Charles street bridge, Providence, 
were struck by express train No. 209, Old Colony System. Lally 
escaped with a scalp wound and contusion of right hip ; the other 
man received a compound fracture of the skull, and died in a few 
minutes without recovering consciousness. Both were taken to 
the R. I. Hospital. Lally was discharged August 14, improved. 

August 2, Robert W. Twohig, of Fall River, Mass., while walk- 
ing on track near " tin bridge," Central Falls, was struck by train 
No. 137, Old Colony System, and instantly killed. 

August 2. Mary Smith, while walking on track near Gaspee 
street. Providence, was struck by engine 179, N. Y., N. H. & H. 
R. R., had an arm broken and received injuries about face and 
head. She was taken to the R. I. Hospital. 

August 2, David Clark, freight brakeman, Worcester Division, 
N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., while coupling cars at Lonsdale, got 
hand caught and had right thumb broken. 

August 3, Royal B. Vance, freight brakeman, Worcester Division, 
N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., while coupling cars in yard at Providence, 
was caught between draw-bars, had several ribs broken and re- 
ceived severe internal injuries. He was taken to R. I. Hospital, 
and discharged September 6, cured. 

August 14. Mrs. Eliza J. Costello, of Providence, while cross- 
ing track near .Woodlawn station, was struck by train No. 64, Old 
Colony System, and instantly killed. 

August 30. Michael Graham of Warren, R. I., while crossing 
"tin bridge," Central Falls, was struck by train No. 137, Old 
Colony System, and received injuries from which he died in about 
two hours. 

Sept. 7. William C Britton, freight brakeman, Worcester Di- 
vision, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., while coupling cars in east freight 
yard, Providence, had his left hand caught, two fingera cut off, 
and the third injured. 
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Sept, 11, William H. Nelson, freight brakeman, StoniDgfcon 
Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. B. R., while climbing up side of car 
in motion, near Auburn station, was struck by car on adjoining 
track and thrown to ground, receiving severe injuries to back. He 
was taken to R. I. Hospital. Discharged Oct. 9, cured. 

Sept, 15, Michael Leary jumped from car of N. Y. & N. E. R. 
R., while train was in motion, near Woonsocket station, but 
escaped with slight iujuries. 

Sept, 20. John Rogers, trackeman on Providence Division, N. 
Y., N. H. & H. R. R., was walking on side of track, near Branch 
bridge. Providence, carrying an old tie on his shoulder, when 
switchiug engine 1179 passed him but struck the end of the tie; 
he was thrown against side of bank, his right leg broken in two 
places and head cut. He was taken to the R.-I. Hospital. Dis- 
charged Nov. 29, improved. 

Sept, 21 , John Connors of Providence attempted to get on 
"Park" traiu, N. Y. & N. E. R. R., while in motion, but fell and 
the wheels of one car passed over one foot. He was taken to the 
*R. I. Hospital. Discharged Nov. 24, improved. 

Sept 30. William McCaffery attempted to cross the railroad 
tracks near passenger station. Providence, but was struck by 
switcher 381. He was knocked down and head and face badly 
cut. He was taken to the R. I. Hospital. Discharged October 
7, cured. 

October 2, Simon Norton, inspector and car cleaner, N. Y. & 
N. E. R. R., while at work on the track near the Sabin street 
crossing, Providence, was struck by switching engine. of N. Y., N. 
H. & H. R. R. His left arm was pulled from socket, and he re- 
ceived internal injuries from which he died in about ten minutes. 

October 4. Mrs. O'Loughlin, of Natick, attempted to get off 
passenger train No. 6, N. Y. & N. E. R. B., after it had started 
from station, but fell upon platform and broke her hip. 
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October 9. James Carruths, of Newark, N. J., attempted to cross 
track of N. Y. & N. E. R. R., west of River street crossing, Woon- 
socket, and was struck by engine No. 10. He had one rib broken 
and severe cut over right eye. 

October 15. Daniel Hartigan jumped from smoking car of train 
No. 102, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., at Brayton avenue, Providence, 
while it was in motion. In some way he fell with his right foot 
across the rail and it was crushed. He was taken to R. I. Hos- 
pital. Discharged Jan. 1, 1894, cured. 

October 18. John Fineran, of Providence, while walking on 
track south of Woodlawn station , was struck by engine of freight 
train 312, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., and instantly killed. He was 
a section hand on the road and in endeavoring to get out of the 
way of one train got in front of another. 

October 19. Jeremiah Sullivan, a coal heaver at Wilkesbarre 
Pier, East Providence, while walking on tracks towards his home, 
was struck by train 363, Old Colony System, and instantly killed. 

October 21. Charles Newton, freight brakeman, Stonington 
Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., was struck by Austin's bridge, * 
near Davisville, and received injuries from which he died in a 
short time. 

October 23. Lewis A. Wiggin, conductor of switcher N. Y. & N. 
E. R. R., while uncoupling cars at station, Woonsocket, got caught 
and had his foot badly bruised and ankle sprained. 

October 27. Harry Blaisdell, fireman on train 488, Worcester 
Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., was struck by a stick of timber 
which projected over the side of a car of freight train 1489, as the two 
trains were passing each other north of Manville. His jaw was dislo- 
cated, seven teeth knocked out and his face badly mangled. He 
was taken to the R. I. Hospital. 

October SO. Theopile Palequin, a trackman on the Worcester 
Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., while working on track, near 
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Manville, was struck by breast beam of engfine on train 1447. He 
was struck in the Head, both jaws broken and his nose nearly 
severed from his face. 

Nov, 3, William Fitzwaters, of Providence, was instantly killed 
in freight yard near Sabin street crossing. Providence, by engine 
No. 70, N. Y. & N. E. K. R. He stepped from between two pas- 
senger cars directly in front of engine which was backing through 
the yard. 

Nov. 4., Miss Catharine Snydrock, while walking on track of 
N. Y. & N. E. R. R., near Quidnick, was struck by train No. 2, and 
received injuries which proved fatal in a few hours. 

Nov. 7. Walter Bassett, brakeman on train 154, Providence 
Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., fell between moving cars near 
Pawtucket station, and his left foot was crushed by the wheels. 
He was taken to R. I. Hospital. Discharged Dec. 30, cured. 

Nov. 8. Jacinthe Cravino, of Slatersville, was standing between 
the depot platform and a moving freight train at the Woonsocket 
station, N. Y. & N. E. R. R., when a car that was wider than the 
others caught and squeezed him between it and the platform. He 
was taken to the Woonsocket Hospital, where it was found that 
three ribs on left side were broken. He received the necessary 
treatment and went to his home same day. 

Nov. 9, The body of a man, afterwards identified as that of 
William Foster, was found lying between the tracks of the N. Y., 
N. H. & H. R. R., a short distance east of Auburn. He had been 
killed by some train during the previous night. He had been an 
inmate of the Soldiers' Home, Chelsea, Mass., and was on his way 
to Arcadia, R. I., where he had secured work. 

Nov. 12. Arthur Hoey, brakeman on N. Y. & N. E. R. R.^ 
while coupling cars at Pascoag, got his hand caught and had his 
fingers injured. 

Nov. 14. Timothy Sullivan, brakeman on freight train No. 483 , 



24 REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 

Old Colony System, while coupling cars at Hill's Grove had his 
hand caught and fingers injured. * 

Dec, 4, Stephen Lyons, 17 years old, while attempting to cross 
between cars of a freight train of the Old Colony System, near 
station at East Providence, got caught between the drawbars, and 
his foot was severely bruised on top and the heel split open. 

Dec. 5, John Brady, yard brakeman, N. Y. & N. E. E. R., at 
Woonsocket, while riding on side ladder of freight car was knocked 
off by cars on adjoining track. He received severe injuries to 
right hip, back and ankle. 

Dec, 8. F. P. Crandall, conductor, N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R., 
while attempting to get on train at siding near Pontiac station, 
was struck by telegraph pole, and had two ribs broken. 

Dec- 11. Albert A. Follett, of Cumberland, while attempting to 
drive across track of N. Y. & N. E. R. R., at grade crossing near 
station at Arnold's Mills, was stnick by train on N. Y. & N. E. R. 
R., and was killed. An inquest was held by Coroner Alexander. 

Dec. 13. George Gardiner, conductor on freight train, Provi- 
dence Division, Old Colony System, while coupling cars was 
struck by a broken link and received injuries to hand. 

Dec. 15. At 1:45 o'clock, P. M., regular passenger train No. 34, 
and an extra freight train on N. Y. & N. E. R. R., came in col- 
lision at the Atwell's Avenue bridge. Providence, between Bray- 
ton street and Olneyville junction. The engines and cars were 
wrecked. There were about 100 passengers in the cars, but only 
five were injured, as follows : — Simon Rubin of Providence, legs 
badly bruised; he was taken to the R. I. Hospital. Charles 
Rosenthal of Providence, leg injured and head bruised. M. H. 
Lacy, of Pascoag, shoulder sprained. Thomas Gordon, of Green- 
ville, bruised and shaken up. Hon. Walter A. Read, of Chepachet. 
The following employees were injured, viz : — J. Weatherell, fire- 
man of engine 117, ribs fractured and badly bruised; he was 
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taken to the E. I. Hospital, and discharg^ed Dec. 27, cured. W. 
Barrett, express messenger, head bruised and cut. Charles O'Con- 
nor, brakeman, flesh wounds about eyes and cheeks. A. F. Bal- 
lon, conductor, shoulder bruised. 

An investigation showed that the collision was caused by extra 
freight train running on the time of the passenger train without 
any orders or rights. 

Dec, 15. At 7:30 A. M., the track patrol of the Stonington 
Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. B. E., discovered the body of a man 
lying beside the tracks, a short distance north of passenger station 
at East Greenwich. From papers found on the body it was learned 
that his name was J. A. Harmon, of North Adams, Mass. While 

walking on the track the previous night he had been killed by 

■ 

some train, but what one is not known. 

Dec. 15. John Carey, brakeman on train No. 133, N. Y. & N. E. 
B. B., fell from an icy car to the ground, but escaped with bruised 
face and back. 

Dec. 18. Samuel Braddock attempted to couple an engine of 
the N. Y. & N. E. B. B., to some cars in the yard at Providence, 
but got his hand caught and jammed. He was not employed by 
the company, and the engineer claims that he did not know there 
was anybody between engine and car. 

Dec. IS. John Jones of Lonsdale, a passenger on train No. 
1492, Worcester Division, N. Y., N. H. & H. B. B., attempted to 
get off front end of smoking car, as the train was coming into 
station at Woonsocket, but fell under the wheels, and received in- 
juries from which he died the same evening. 

Dec. 19. Patrick Stroker, of Providence, employed as a laborer 
in the freight house, N. Y. & N. E. B. B. Co., had leg and ankle 
severely bruised by two bales of cotton falling upon him, caused 
by cars striking together while switching. 

Dec. 24. At 9:30 A. M., the body of a man was found lying be- 

4 
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fidde tracks of N. Y. & N. E. B. B., about one-quarter of a mfle 
east of Enfield station. The head and left arm were severed from 
the body. It was afterwards identified as that of William Carhill 
of Enfield ; he had been killed by some train daring the previous 
nighty while walking upon the track. 

Dec. 27, Andrew Hubbard while crossing railroad bridge 
between HarrisTiUe and Whipple's station, was strack by train 41 
on the N. Y. & N. E. B. B. One leg was cut off at ankle, the other 
broken. He was taken to the B. I. Hospital, but died the same 
day. 

Dec. 31, Mrs. Ellen Eiley of Arctic, passenger on train 14, N. 
Y. & N. E. B. E., in getting off train at Cranston, slipped on car 
platform and fell to station platform, breaking one leg in two 
places. The platforms were slippery from snow which was falling. 

GEADE CEOSSINGS. 

The number of grade crossings reported is 233, an apparent re- 
duction of 12 during the year. Of these, 47 are guarded by gates 
and flagmen, 64 by flagmen only, leaving 122 unguarded. There 
are also 138 farm or private crossings at grade rep(5rted. It seems 
almost impossible to get correct returns from the several com- 
panies in regard to grade and farm crossings. There have been 
several grade crossings abolished during the year, and no new 
ones have been made. 

During the year 1893, nine persons were killed and nine iojured 
at grade crossings. Of these, 'eight were killed and eight were 
injured in a distressing accident that occurred early in the morn- 
ing of January 18, at the grade crossing in Lonsdale, a short dis- 
tance north of the station. A sleighing party, from Pawtucket, of 
twenty-five persons, who had been on a pleasure trip to Attleboro, 
and were on their return, drove upon this crossing at 12:41 A. M., 
directly in front of freight train No, 1101, Worcester Division, N. 
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T., N. H. & H. R. K. The locomotive struck the pole horses, 
killed them both, tipped the sleigh over and carried it and its pas- 
sengers several hundred feet before it was stopped. As soon as pos- 
sible, assistance was rendered by railroad employees and persons 
living in the vicinity, and Medical Examiner Dr. L. F. C. Garvin, 
was summoned. Doctors Haines, Merrill and Smith were called 
in and gave all the assistance in their power. The bodies of eight 
of the unfortunate victims were taken into the passenger station 
and prepared for identification. 

The names of the killed were as follows, viz : Daniel 8. Eichard- 
son, driver of the team ; Robert Cook, William Henry Draper, 
Mrs. Sarah Ann Draper, Miss Annie Wilson, Miss Mary Ann 
Fawcett, Miss Mary Hamilton, Miss Annie Sullivan. The injured 
were Miss Fannie Smith, Miss Ada Young, Mrs. Joseph Riley, 
Miss Florence McGowan, Miss Mary McGowan, Joseph Mc- 
Knight, William Braithwaite, Thomas Wilson. 

James Brennan, Esq., Coroner of Cumberland, held an ex- 
haustive inquest in the hall of the Fire District at Valley Falls, on 
the 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th and 30th days of January, at which twenty- 
eight witnesses, including railroad employees, town officials, the 
passengers in tbe sleigh and others, were examined. By his in- 
vitation, I was present and have a full stenographic report of the 
testimony. He afterwards, on. the 16th of February, took the 
testimony of five of the passengers who had been injured. 

It appears from the testimony that there were gates at the cross- 
ing and a flagman, but that his time of service was from 6:30 A. 
M., to 9 o'clock P. M., and that after that time the gates were 
left open and the crossing unguarded. 

That there were four regular trains and sometimes an extra 
freight which would pass this crossing at times when there was 
no flagman stationed at it. 

That the flagman was placed at this crossing in accordance 
with an order of the Town Council of the Town of Cumberland, 
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passed October 2, 1871, upon the petition of Eben F. Wilson and 
others, drawn in the usual form, as follows, viz : 

" It is ordered and decreed by this Council that said petition be 
received, and upon consideration and examination of the subject, 
matter and prayer thereof, the said Council do further judge and 
determine that it is necessary for the safety of the public, that the 
Providence & Worcester Bailroad Company shall cause a flagman 
to be placed at said crossing at the Lonsdale station at Lonsdale, 
and that the clerk of this Council is hereby requested to serve an 
order on the Providence & Worcester Railroad Company, in ac- 
cordance with Chapter 810, passed March 26th, 1869." 

• 

That the gates were raised at the time of the accident ; that the 
crossing was a " blind " crossing to any one approaching from the 
eastern side, especially as to trains coming from the north, as a 
high building close to the track, shut oflf the view and obstructed 
the sound of bell or whistle from being heard. 

That the whistle was blown and the bell rung on the train as it 
approached the crossing, but that both the engineer and fireman, 
as well as the driver and occupants of the sleigh, were unaware of 
the approach of the other until the engine struck the horses. 

The question as to who was responsible for this sad casualty 
turns largely, if not wholly, upon two points, viz : 

First, Did the Railroad Company obey the order of the Town 
Council of Cumberland, by placing a flagman at the crossing from 
6:30 o'clock in the morning until 9 o'clock in the evening, or should 
the said order be construed to mean that the Company should 
keep a flagman at said crossing the whole twenty-four hours of 
the day, or at all times when trains were to pass? 

Second, Was the driver or the occupants of the sleigh guilty 
of " contributory negligence " in failing to stop the sleigh upon 
approaching the crossing, for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
a train was approaching from either direction before attempting 
to cross? 
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These are questions for the court to determine, and upon their 
decision will depend the construction to be placed upon similar 
ordinances passed by other town councils notifying railroad com- 
panies to place flagmen at crossings. 

As one result of this accident several town councils have 
ordered flagmen to be placed at every grade crossing ^vithin the 
limits of their respective towns. In some cases the hours at which 
the crossings are to be guarded are specified, in others no time is 
stated. These orders have been adopted by some town councils 
without any discrimination as to the circumstances governing the 
several crossings. 

While every effort should be made to guard the public against 
danger at grade crossings, yet there should be a careful consider- 
ation of each case before burdensome or unnecessary restrictions 
are adopted. The dangers of a grade crossing depend quite 
largely upon the surroundings. A crossing may be so **open," 
the view being unobstructed for a long distance in every direction, 
as to be comparatively harmless. It may also be at a place where 
there is but very little travel, and few trains. Under such circum- 
stances, to require a railroad company to guard every such cross- 
ing both day and night would seem hardly just. There is a 
mutual obligation. A railroad company is bound to use every 
means in its power to lessen the danger to travellers at grade 
crossings. On the other hand« travellers are also bound to take 
reasonable precautions, and use due care to protect themselves. 
It has been held by some of the ablest jurists, that no person has 
a right to cross a railroad track, even at a grade crossing, without 
first ascertaining by personal observation that it is safe for him to 
make the attempt. 

I am still of the opinion I have expressed in former reports 
that there are many crossings where flagmen have been placed 
by order of the authorities, at which the safety of the public would 
be as well or even better conserved by the use of a proper electric 
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bell, which would give the necessary warning at all times. I think 
if some of the railroad companies would make a fair trial of some de- 
vice like the McNeill Crossing Alarm, which has been thoroughly 
tested by the Bailroad Commissioner of Ohio, as well as in many 
other States, and has never failed to work, but has given great satis- 
faction, it would not only be accepted in place of a flagman, but 
in a short time would be found preferable. 

DEMUEEAGE ON FEEIGHT CAES. 

Early in the year, the business men of Providence and vicinity 
became very much exercised over notice issued to all shippers 
and receivers of freight, that all cars must be unloaded within 
twenty-four hours from the time they were put in the freight-yard, 
under a penalty of one dollar per day for each day the car was 
left unloaded. This order was strictly enforced notwithstanding 
the remonstrances of all the bjisiness men who had dealings with 
the roads. The matter was taken up by the Providence Board of 
Trade, and all efforts to procure a mitigation of the penalty having 
failed, they petitioned the General Assembly for relief, and an 
act was introduced which provided that there should be ninety- 
six hours allowed for the loading and unloading of cars after the 
shipper or consignee had been notified that the cars had been 
placed in the yard and were accessible. The act also provided 
that no charge should be made for storage for any period less 
than two consecutive days, Sundays and holidays excepted. 

It further provided that the railroads should be liable for de- 
murrage in case they did not deliver freight to consignees within 
ninety-six hours from the time it was received by them. 

The result of the agitation was an agreement by which the time 
cars might be detained was extended to seventy-two hours. On 
the 17th of December, the Massachusetts and New Haven Car 
Service Association issued the following notice to shippers and 
consignees. 
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''The followlDg important joint notice, signed by all the railroads running out 
of Boston, has been issued to all shippers of freight throughout New England 
and the West by the Massachusetts and New Haven Car Service Association: 

*' Notice is hereby given that on and after the first day of January, 1894, at 
12:01 a. m., there will be a minimum charge for the detention of cars of $1 per 
day or any fraction thereof if not loaded or unloaded within ninety -six hours 
after placing. 

''(Signed) Boston and Albany Railroad Company, Boston and Maine 
Railroad Company, Concord and Montreal Railroad Company, Fitch- 
burg Railroad Company, New York and New England Railroad Com- 
^ pany, New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company." 



IMPROVEMENTS MADE DUEING THE YEAE. 

SYKES BLOCK SYSTEM. 

On the New York, New Haven and Hartford Boad the Sykes 
Block Signal System was put in operation on the Stonington 
Division, from New London to Providence, in July. Eighteen 
towers have been erected, and it is the most complete and efficient 
system of block signalling in use in this or in any other country. 
With this extension the system is now continuous from New York 
to Providence. This has required the expenditure of between 
forty and fifty thousand dollars. 

By this system, which comprises a combination of electrical and 
mechanical safeguards operated by attendants in the towers, 
placed at intervals suitable for traffic conditions, trains are effect- 
ually kept from getting together. Its principle is the use of 
a " space " interval between trains, in lieu of the by-gone idea of 
''time" intervals. 

The first cost is very heavy, and the expense of maintenance for 
salaries of operators and general care of the plant must be large, 
but the importance of traffic on the Shore Line route calls for the 
very best equipment in all matters connected with the safety of 
the travelling public. 
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HEAD-ON OR FACING SWITCHES. 

In conneefcion with this work, and in the Kne of still further in- 
creasing the safety of fast trains from derailment, a number of 
head-on or facing switches have been removed or reversed, in- 
volving a large expenditure. 

New gates have also been put in at the grade crossings at 
Niantic, Shannock, Slocumville, DavisviUe and Hiirs Grove. 

DOUBLE TRACK THROUGH PROVIDENCE. 

At Providence quite an important improvement has been made 
at the entrance to the Cove street freight yard, whereby the switch- 
ing of freight trains has been entirely removed from the main 
tracks. This improvement also admitted of extending the double 
track about one-third of a mile, almost to the Sabin street cross- 
ing. This, taken in connection with temporary relief tracks back 
of old passenger station, gives what has been so long needed for 
the business interests of Providence, a double track through the 
city, thus allowing the railroad companies to avoid the frequent 
and vexatious delays to trains at Smith street on the north and 
Brayton avenue on the south, which delays they were helpless to 
prevent under the old single track arrangement. 

RENEWAL OF BRIDGES. 

At Kingston Swamp, bridge No. 33 has been widened out, and 
the old wooden stringers replaced by heavy plate girders, making 
it practically a new iron structure. 

At Noank, the old bridge has been replaced by a new bridge 
with wrought iron plate girders. It has three spans of 42 feet 
each, and the capacity of old water-way has been doubled. 

All the bridges on the Stonipgton Division are first-class iron 
structures, except a few short spans, and these are being replaced 
as fast as possible. 
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On the Warwick, Oakland Beach and Pawfcuxet Kiver branches, 
a considerable amount of trestle stretches have been renewed with 
timber and piling. 

On the East Providence Branch, the Howe Truss bridge over 
the Ten Mile Kiver has been materially strengthened to fit it for 
double track and heavy engines, made necessary by the large 
amount of freight passing over it. At Darlington, a large culvert 
was built, replacing a pine trestle. 

The work of putting in additional track from Darlington to the 
Red Bridge was nearly completed, nearly two and one -half miles 
of track had been laid, when the work was suspended in the fall. 

Quite an amount of side track has been laid on the Worcester 
Division at Woonsocket and elsewhere to give increased freight 
facilities. 

NEW STATION BUILDINGS. 

• 

At Apponaug, the differences between the town authorities and 
the railroad company have been settled satisfactorily. A new and 
modern passenger station, from the designs of Messrs. Stone, 
Carpenter & Willson, has been erected. The building is 27x52 
feet, with commodious rooms, having all modern conveniences for 
ladies and gentlemen, with a large general waiting-room. The 
contract has been let for widening out the highway under the 
tracks as agreed with the Town Council, and the work will be 
completed early in the coming season. 

At Manville, in accordance with agreements between the Kail- 
road officials and the Manville Co., for the acquirement of a large 
amount of additional land for freight and station purposes, two 
spur tracks have been built on trestle. There is little doubt but 
that a final settlement of the long standing question between the 
two corporations has been reached, and that a new and modern 
passenger station building will be erected at an early date. 

At Slatersville, the New York & New England B. R., has finally 
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moyed the station building* to a more suitable location, and has 
made the necessary improvements for freight facilities, etc., as per 
agreement. 

The two highways that cross the track such a short distance 
apart, should be brought together into one crossing, as was 
clearly understood and agreed before the railroad was built. 

EXTENSION OF P., W. & B. BRANCH. 

For many years the patrons of the Providence, Warren & 
Bristol Bailroad have been anxious for better terminal facilities 
in Providence. When the road was first built, at East Providence, 
the turn after crossing the bridge was so abrupt that it was 
thought necessary to back the cars upon a T and then switch upon 
the main track. All trains that left Providence, therefore, were 
sent out backwards until they crossed the bridge and were re- 
versed. This method was inconvenient as well as slow, but it was 
endured for many years, until the present track was laid, which 
presents one of the sharpest curves known to engineers, and has 
proved a great convenience as well as a saver of time. 

The station at Fox Point requiring a transfer, formerly to omni- 
bus lines and latterly to horse cars, has always been regarded as a 
nuisance. 

At one period, and for several years, arrangements were made 
with the Providence & Worcester R. R. Co. by which the pas- 
senger cars were hauled by horses over the freight tracks on 
South Water street to the Worcester station in the north end of 
the Union Depot. But the financial condition of the road was not 
promising, and as the expense was large, this plan was abandoned. 

Of late, by the building up of the towns along the shores of the 
Bay, and the connection made by the building of the new road 
from Warren to Fall Kiver, there connecting with Old Colony R. 
R. for Newport, the travel has largely increased, and better 
terminal connections have been desired at Providence. 

When the Old Colony R. R. leased the Providence, Warren & 
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Bristol B. R., in 1891, and especially after it became the owner of 
the Fall Eiver, Warren & Providence E. E., early in 1892, it was 
supposed that measures would be taken to bring the tracks up 
through the city, on an elevated structure, to the new passenger 
station on the Cove lands. 

As yet no move has been made in this direction. There are 
many business men and others who live in towns along the road, 
but do business in Providence, who are very urgent that some 
method should be devised by which the cars may be brought 
up as far as the Crawford St. bridge, which would prove a great 
accommodation. 

The N. T., N. H. & H. E. R. Co., which has acquired by lease 
all the rights of the Old Colony R. E., though admitting the 
necessities of the case, thus far has declined to take any steps 
looking towards an improvement in the condition of affairs, urging 
as a reason for delay, the great expense attending the establish- 
ment of the new terminal facilities and the building of the new 
passenger station. 

There is no doubt but that if the cars of the Providence, Warren 
& Bristol E. E. could be brought up to the Crawford St. bridge, 
thus doing away with the expense and delay occasioned by the 
necessary transfer at the Fox Point station, the result would be a 
large increase in the travel on that line, and the bringing of a 
large trade to the city of Providence from Fall Eiver and New- 
port that now goes to Boston. I hope that this matter will receive 
due attention from the officials of the Consolidated Eoad, and if 
any legislation is needed for its accomplishment, that the General 
Assembly will be ready to enact it. 

STATIONS AND STATION BUILDINGS. 

The number of regular stopping-places in this State is reported 
as 130 ; flag stations, 37. At 133 stopping-places there are build- 
ings for the use of passengers, though some of them are of a very 
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primitive order. At several places where passengers are expected 
to take the cars, there is not the slightest shelter from heat or 
cold or storm, but passengers are obliged to wait without protec- 
tion till the cars arrive. Especially is this true of the stopping- 
place at Forestdale, Woonsocket & Pascoag Branch N. T. & N. 
E. K. E., where quite a number of children use the cars for their 
trip to school. It would cost but a trifle to erect at such places 
small buildings that would at least protect the passengers from 
storms, and I am informed, that in some localities the patrons of 
the road would erect such buildings if the company would furnish 
the materials. 

On main lines and at important stations the buildings as a 
whole are in good condition, and the station agents generally 
take pride in keeping the rooms neat and clean, and the surround- 
ings in respectable order. 

I expected that the Old Colony R. R. would before this time, 
have erected a new passenger station at Warren, where the build- 
ing in use for so many years, is not at all suitable for the wants of 
the travelling community, and is no credit to the Railroad Com- 
pany, while it is an eyesore to the citizens of that thriving town. 

In the city of Newport, the passenger station of the Old Colony 
R. R., is an old, inconvenient and unsightly building. A new 
structure, with modem improvements, should replace it. 

The same old ruin that has occupied the *' right of way" at 
Woonsocket Junction, N. T. & N. E. R. R., as far back as my 
recollection goes, still survives. Presidents, general managers, 
superintendents and agents may come and go, but this goes on 
forever. Fire cannot bum it, storms and floods are powerless to 
destroy it ; the only hope of its removal is that sometime it will 
fall down from sheer exhaustion. 

CHANGES AT UNION STATION, PROVIDENCE. 

At the same time that advance is being made on the new station 
at Providence, temporary relief has been obtained at present pas- 
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senger station, by harmoDioiis arrangement with the city as to 
occupation of land for additional through tracks at rear of present 
station. The old track going through the passenger station has 
been removed, the space it occupied has been floored over, and 
an enclosed concourse or general waiting space has been pro- 
vided. All tickets are now procurable at one convenient ticket 
office ; baggage is handled in one commodious baggage room. 

« 

The nuisance and danger of baggage and express trucking among 
the people in narrow^ contracted places is avoided, and in place of 
several independent stations clustered together, there is now one 
Union Station in e£fect, instead of in name only, accommodating 
all the traffic at this locality including the Providence & Spring- 
field. 

There are three through tracks back of the station and an ad- 
ditional track branching out of the rear of these three. In ad- 
dition there are stub tracks at each end of the arrangment. 1600 
feet of platform has been constructed and 1000 feet of platform 
shelter. All these improvements are as much or more for the 
benefit of the travelling public as for the convenience of the rail- 
road. 

There has been, however, considerable dissatisfaction expressed 
by passengers, in the way the trains are handled ; many of the 
trains are stopped at the extreme north end of the station, thus 
requiring a long walk to take the cars and a necessary exposure 
to cold and rain, which are far from agreeable ; but as it is under- 
stood that this arrangement is only temporary, patrons are gen- 
erally patient, hoping for the conveniences of the new station. 

TEKMINAL FACILITIES. 

The year 1893 has witnessed the consolidation of interests 
between the N. Y., N. H. & H. K. B., and the Old Colony K. K., 
the latter property being leased for a term of 96 years by the 
former. In consequence of this consolidation the terminal facility 
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question has resolved itself into the new position, of one large 
railroad interest instead of several smaller ones, and considerable 
progress has been made toward the completion of the new pas- 
senger station. 

The city of Providence ha*s exchanged land with the N. Y. & 
N. E. E. B. Co., and the New England B. B. now holds the title 
to the land it is to occupy in conformity with the new terminal ar- 
rangement, the city holding the title to land to be vacated by the 
New England road, and being ready to convey it to the New 
Haven road as soon as the New England abandons the same, as 
per agreement. 

It was hoped that the city of Providence would vacate the land 
conveyed by it to the New England, now being used as a city 
yard, during the year, but such has not been the case. This 
move must be made very soon or it will become a hindrance to the 
speedy prosecution of the work. 

On Dec. 30th, 1893, a conveyance was made by the various rail- 
road companies, forming the interest of the consolidated road, 
transferring all of the old station and the surrounding land, which 
according to the new station arrangement becomes a part of the 
city land, to the city of Providence. This transaction amounted 
to $424,560. On the same day the city of Providence transferred 
to the consolidated interest, land required in the old Cove and 
Cove Promenade, for the new station. This transaction amounted 
to $902,265. 

Since the advent of the New Haven road into the State of 
Bhode Island, its ofBcers have probably become as familiar with 
the terminal situation in Providence as could be expected in the 
length of time elapsing, and have viewed the situation both as 
joint owners with the Old Colony Bailroad and subsequently as 
the sole representative of the railroad interest or ownership in the 
new station. 

In this latter role, with the questions much simplified, conclu- 
sions have been reached in regard to track arrangement and depot 
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building architecture by the CompaDy, and the construction work 
been again started, about 4000 foundation piles having been 
driven since September. 

Although the treatment of the scheme, as a whole, is the same 
as planned by the railroads in 1889, in its grades, alignment, 
streets, etc., there have been several modifications and enlarge- 
ments which are considered improvements. 

Instead of having tracks laid on curved lines the entire length 
of the station, a length of 500 feet of straight track at the center 
of the station has been introduced, which will simplify the practi- 
cal operations in the station. Provision is made for eight stub 
tracks at either end of the station, and four through tracks, which 
pass through the center of the track system, therefore nine of the 
tracks are available from the station building and waiting rooms 
without crossing any tracks, either over, under, or at grade. 

It is also arranged so that a portion, all, or none of the remain- 
ing tracks can be crossed at grade, as shall be deemed best when 
the station is put in operation. For the avoidance of grade cross- 
ings, spacious sub-ways have been designed, so far as possible, 
without stairs, so that absolute safety can be had and that no pas- 
senger need go upon the tracks. Exits from the platforms direct 
to Francis street by stairs or by inclines have been arranged, 
both toward the Smith Hill side and the Exchange Place side. 

In fact the status of the project is now such that work on the 
bridging, tracks and approaches, as well as the depot building, 
can be pushed to completion in about three years. 

The city of Providence has furthered the layout and opening of 
the streets in connection with the terminal scheme by formally 
adopting the street layout through its Board of Aldermen, and by 
the construction of sewers in the same, and by the erection of a 
handsome iron bridge over the Woonasquatucket river on the 
line of Francis street. 

Further work of like character will have to be carried along 
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vigorously by the city to consummate its portion of the general 
improvement. 

When the new station shall have been completed and the 
present station building torn down, the city of Providence will 
have about five acres of land between Exchange Place and the new 
station. This could be made into a pleasant park and so partly 
atone for the great sorrow expressed by many people at the loss 
of the old Cove promenade. 



STREET RAILWAYS. 



The question of street transportation is one that more intimately 
concerns the interests of many of the people of this State than 
almost any other does or can. In our cities and large towns the 
number of those who own their own carriages is comparatively 
small, while the great majority, both of men and women, must 
either be provided with some public means of transportation, at 
rates within their means, or be compelled to go on foot. This is 
also true to a large extent of the dwellers in our thriving suburban 
villages, and particularly so of a large class who are dependent 
upon their daily toil for their support. It was formerly supposed 
that working men and women must reside within a short distance 
of the place of their employment, and with this object in view, in 
all our villages, and wherever large manufacturing establishments 
were erected, tenement houses, built and owned by the proprietors 
of these manufactories, were considered almost an integral part 
of the plant. 

It is not so very long ago that lines of stages and omnibuses 
traversed the streets of our cities and larger towns, and connected 
with the outlying villages. These were succeeded in the cities 
and suburbs by the horse cars, which were a great improvement 
over the existiug methods of transportation ; and these agaiii are 
beiug superseded with such marvellous rapidity by cars propelled 
by electricity that it will not be many years before a car drawn 
by horses will be as much of a curiosity as lines of omnibuses 
now are. 

The street cars have become a necessity to such a large pro- 
portion of the population that when, from any cause, their regular 
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rnnning is interrapted or prevented, many kinds of business are 
almost at a standstill. 

At present the troUey system seems to be the most available for 
the ends designed, but what the future method of street and 
suburban transportation is to be is beyond the horizon of human 
vision. Discoveries of new methods, and improvements of old 
ones, follow each other with wonderful rapidity. Inventors are 
stimulated by the prospect of the rich pecuniary rewards which 
seem to be sure to follow successful applications of the new motive 
power, and scarcely a day passes but what some new discovery in 
the field of electric science is announced. 

But recently a premium of fifty thousand dollars has been 
offered for some method of car propulsion that shall combine the 
efficiency and cheapness of operation of the trolley system with 
less danger to life and limb. The Board of Bailroad Commis- 
sioners of the State of New York have been asked to take charge 
of the subject, examine all the proposed plans, and submit them 
to a practical test. They have agreed to the proposition provided 
that the Legislature will authorize them so to do, and will pro- 
vide the necessary means for making the experimental tests. 

Whatever may be the outcome, whether it will be the trolley 
system improved, the storage battery in some different form, or a 
new way of supplying the motive power by wires in under- 
ground conduits, or applied through the rails, or whether some 
entirely new method of propelling street cars shall be devised, one 
thing is sure, great improvements may reasonably be expected 
within the next few years. 

But while the present system is in use there are certain im- 
provements and safeguards that should be adopted. One of 
these improvements relates to the proper heating of cars. All, or 
nearly all, of the electric cars in use in this State are destitute of 
any proper method by which they can be warmed and made com- 
fortable for their occupants. It may not matter so much to the 
person who gets in to ride only a block or so, and perhaps 
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uses the cars only occasionally, but to the regular patron who 
is obliged to take them morning and night, and perhaps ride 
three or four miles, it is a serious discomfort and is not unat- 
tended by danger to health. There are several kinds of contriv- 
ances for heating electric cars, and I trust that this matter will 
receiv the early attention of the managing oflScers of these roads. 

Another problem is to devise some efficient and yet simple 
method of stopping the street cars in a much shorter time than it 
now takes under adverse circumstances. In this respect electric 
cars are at a disadvantage as compared with the horse cars. For 
where a pole is used to which the animals are attached they can 
be of great service in assisting the brakes in their work. This is 
especially true when the tracks are wet and slippery with rain or 
snow, and on descending grades. If the brakes are set up solidly, 
the rotary motion of the wheels is stopped, and they instantly be- 
come a polished runner and slide along the track. 

The greatly increased weight of the modern cars over those 
formerly in use, also adds to this difficulty, and there has as yet 
been no satisfactory method devised by which it can be overcome. 
The weight of cars, and the increased speed at which they are 
operated has not been met with anything like a corresponding 
advancement in methods of quickly and easily effecting the 
stopping. This is one of the most difficult problems to solve 
that has yet been met in the propulsion of street cars by electricity. 

One result of the substitution of electricity for horses as a motive 
power for street cars, is the demand on the part of the public for 
a much higher rate of speed. This necessarily increases the 
liability to accidents in thickly settled localities and at street 
corners where many people have occasion to cross. At such a 
place as the corner of Tremont and Boylston streets, in the city of 
Boston, where sometimes cars are approaching the corner from 
four different directions at the same time, it requires great care 
on the part of both motor-men and the public to prevent serious 
accidents. An electric car, weighing from six to ten tons, is as 
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dangerous in the streets as a locomotive. Thus far there have 
been but very few accidents in this State from this cause, but with 
the increase of cars, followed as it will be by an increase of speed, 
and the inevitable decrease of care on the part of the public, 
caused by familiarity with the new system, we may expect a 
gradual increase in the number of accidents from this cause. This 
is clearly proved by the experience of other communities. In 
Boston, on the West End Street Koad, in the year 1888 there 
were but 4 killed and 158 injured, but in 1892, 21 were killed and 
290 injured. 

Every car run by electricity should be provided with suitable 
safeguards to prevent persons who may miss their footing in at- 
tempting to get on or off the cars, from being thrown under the 
wheels. This danger can be guarded against by a very simple 
contrivance, which should be placed upon every car. There 
should also be some suitable fender attached to every car so 
that a person struck while on the track, crossing the street, need 
not be thrown under the wheels and killed or severely injured. 
In many of the cities the authorities have required every car to be 
equipped with fenders. Nearly all the large companies have 
adopted some kind of a fender, though from my observations some 
of these devices are but little, if any, less dangerous than the car 
itself. 

There are many kinds of fenders in the market, and experiments 
should be made to ascertain which is the best, and then all electric 
cars should be equipped with them. The cost of course would be 
considerable, but even as a matter of economy, it would be for the 
interest of the companies to put them on. In the year 1892, the 
West End Co., of Boston, paid for damages by accidents over 
$200,000. 

Among the many devices is the " Green " fender, invented by a 
Providence manufacturer and owned and built by a Providence 
company. This has been tested on several roads, and it is 
claimed answers quite fully the requirements it is designed to fill. 
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There is another fender called the " Field Life Guard," invented 
by Mr. M. F. Field, in which Providence business men are in- 
terested, which it is claimed is a superior device for the protection 
and safety of persons caught on the track. This also has been 
tested on several roads with satisfactory results. 

Still another is the " Worcester Fender," the invention of Mr. 
T. C Kice, which is in use on the Worcester and Shrewsbury 
road ; it is also claimed for this fender and shield that it will do 
its work under all circumstances. 

I am not prepared" or disposed to recommend any particular 
fender, but only desire to express my opinion of the necessity ex- 
isting for the application of some device of the kind to all electric 
cars. While efforts are being made to prevent the establishment 
of grade crossings of the steam roads, and the abolishment of 
some of the more dangerous now existing, care should be taken 
not to make our streets simply elongated grade crossings. 

The street roads are in good condition, as will be seen by the 
returns and tables in the appendix to the report, with the excep- 
tion of the Interstate Street Railway Co., which has been placed 
in the hands of a receiver. Shortly after that event its power- 
house, located at Attleboro Falls, Mass., was destroyed by fire, 
causing a heavy loss. Since that time the road has not been in 
operation. It is hoped that arrangements will be consummated by 
which the road may again be opened for travel. 

SUMMAEY OF STATISTICS. 

CAPITAL STOCK, ETC. 

These six roads report 97.701 miles of track, with a paid-up 
capital of $3,119,500; they own 1740 horses, 102 motor or grip 
cars, and 386 other cars. This is an increase in capital stock of 
$169,933.32 ; increase in miles of track, 11.063 ; increase in motor 
cars, 48 ; decrease in other cars, 15 ; decrease in number of horses 
used, 66. They have 1373 persons in their employ. 
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INDEBTEDNESS. 

Their funded debt is $134,000.00 ; an increase of $25,000 ; float- 
ing debt $1,130,133.40; an increase of $845,880.14; total indebted- 
ness, $1,264,133.40 ; an increase of $870,880.14. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 

Their total receipts were $1,394,450.30; expenditures, $1,183,- 
251.49; net earnings, $211,198.81. As compared with returns of 
previous years these figures show an increase in receipts of $160,- 
486.17 ; an increase in expenditures of $76,050.92 ; and an increase 
in net earnings of $84,435.25. 

PROPERTY AND ASSETS. 

The total property and assets of these corporations is reported 
as $4,905,849.06, or $522,215.66 in excess of their capital stock and 
all indebtedness. 

PASSENGERS CARRIED. 

The whole number of passengers carried was 27,780,822, an in- 
crease over the previous year of 3,160,921. 

ACCIDENTS IN THE YEAR 1893. 

There were thirteen accidents reported to me as occurring in 
connection with the street railways ; two of which were fatal. One 
was a passenger who attempted to get on car while in motion, and 
one was a person who was crossing the track and was run over. 
Of the injured, three fell from platform of naoving cars, three were 
injured by derailment of car, one by collision of cars, one getting 
on car in motion, one by getting off car before it stopped, one by 
coupling cars, and three while crossing track in front of cars. 

The whole number of passengers carried was twenty-seven mil- 
lion, seven hundred and eighty thousand, eight hundred and 
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twenty-two. It will be seen that the risk of accident to persons 
riding in street cars is extremely small. The following is the 
list in detail : 

Feh, 26, Antonio De Angelis stepped from car No. 14, Provi- 
dence Cable Tramway Co., while it was in motion, but fell and 
broke his leg. He was taken to the B. I. Hospital. 

March 26. Ferdinand Baker, an employee of the Newport Street 
Bail way Co., while attempting to couple two electric cars, was 
caught, two ribs fractured, and he received internal injuries. 

May 2. Sarah E. Diedrich, 2 years old, ran in front of car No. 
36, Union Bailroad Co., as it was passing through the village of 
Manton, and was run over by the car. She died the same day. 

May 29, As car No. 40, Providence Cable Tramway Co., drawn 
by horses, was passing up Dyer avenue, Johnston, a boy by the 
name of Willie Williams fell from the car and one wheel passed 
over his leg. He was taken to the B. I. Hospital. 

June 12. Charles McKenzie, of Providence, fell from the plat- 
form of car No. 112, Union Bailroad Co., as it was passing the 
corner of Chestnut and Basset streets. The wheels passed over 
one hand. He was taken to the B. I. Hospital. 

August 18. Electric car No. 644 was run into by electric car 
No. 237, near Biverside, and Mrs. C. J. Sanford, who was sitting 
on the rear seat of car 644, received slight injuries. 

Sept. 6.^ As car No. 641, Union Bailroad Co., was passing Bark 
street stable, Providence, a little child of H. Cohen, ran out 
from behind a team and fell in the centre of track in front of car 
which passed over it. The child escaped with trifling bruises. 

Sept. 7. Albert Paquitte, who was on the front platform of car 
No. 240, Union Bailroad Co., fell from the car, while it was pass- 
ing through Garden street, 'Pawtucket, and the wheels passed 
over his left leg, which was crushed. He was taken to the B. I. 
Hospital. 
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Sept. 19. About 11:30 P. M., electric car No. 611, Union Bail- 
road Co.y jumped the track at the corner of Warren ayenue and 
Broadway, East Proiridence, ran against a watering-trough and 
lamp-post and tipped oyer. John Dodge, John Eddy and Isabel 
BrowneU were injured, but not seriously. The night was dark 
and foggy, the rails slippery, and the speed of car was not 
sufficiently reduced before reaching the comer for it to pass 
safely around the comer, which was a sharp one. The drinking- 
fountain and lamp-post has since the accident been moyed about 
ten feet further from the track. 

Oct. 3. J. W. Mathewson attempted to drive across the track 
of the Interstate Street Bailway Co. on Central avenue, city of 
Pawtucket, in front of an electric car. His team was struck and 
he was thrown out but escaped with slight injuries. 

Nov. 3. James Gilchrist attempted to get on car No. 67, Union 
Bailroad Co., while it was in motion, on Bichmond street, Provi- 
dence, but lost his hold on the guard rail of the front platform 
and fell under the car, the wheels passing over one leg. He was 
taken to the B. 1. Hospital. 

Nov. 8. Joseph Mullen attempted to get on the front platform 
of electric car No. 84, Union Bailroad Co., while it was in motion 
on Westminster street; he slipped and fell under the wheels, 
which passed over both legs. He was taken to the B. I. Hospital, 
where he died the same night. 

Nov. 11. A child by the name of Minnie Powers, jumped from 
a low gear on Smith street, and fell in front of electric car No. 54, 
Union Bailroad Co., but escaped with slight injuries. 

IMPBOVEMENTS MADE AND PBOPOSED. 

Since my last annual report changes have been made in the 
control of the street railway systems in the cities of Pawtucket 
and Providence, by which the corporations, while nominally re- 
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' tainiDg their distinctive corporate organizations, are practically 
controlled by the United Traction and Electric Company, which 
has purchased the stocks of the Union Eailroad Company, Provi- 
dence Cable Tramway Company, and the Pawtucket Street Rail- 
way Company. 

As a result of the change of ownership of these companies, there 
has been a large amount of work upon the extension of lines, 
especially in the Union Bailroad system, while at the same time 
electric power has been substituted for horse power, so that at 
the present time all the lines of the Union Company are operated 
by electricity. But few extensions have been made in the lines 
of the Pawtucket Company's system. It is the purpose, however, 
to put an electric equipment upon the remaining lines of this 
company, and also to change its present narrow gauge tracks to 
the standard of four feet eight and one-half inches. 

The following lines of the Union Bailroad Company have been 
extended, viz : — 

East Providence to Riverside ; Taunton avenue to East Provi- 
dence Centre, with a new route from Red bridge via Massasoit 
avenue to Rumford ; Pawtuxet to Lakewood ; Elmwood avenue to 
Auburn ; Cranston Print Works to Knightsville ; Olney ville via 
Hartford avenue to the Old Killingly road ; Smith's Hill to Centre- 
dale, and Pawtucket avenue from Garden street via Pleasant 
street and East avenue to Main street. 

These extensions, together with the double tracking of some of 
the single track lines, makes the present track mileage 90.375 miles. 

To provide the power for the operation of the several electric 
routes a station has been erected on Eddy street, near Point 
street in the city of Providence, and the machinery and engine 
equipments are being rapidly completed. The building is of 
brick, 76 feet by 325 feet, one story in height, with tiled roof, etc. 
Entire construction being fire proof. 

The present power equipment in operation consists of three 
batteries of boilers rated at 500 horse power each, and three 
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engines of 760 horse power each, directly belted to three 600 K. 
W. generators. To this equipment are being added two batteries 
of boilers and two 1100 horse power engines, each directly coupled 
to a 760 K. W. generator. 

The present box car equipment is as follows : twelve twenty- 
five feet cars with radial trucks, one hundred and twenty-five 
twenty feet cars, and forty-three sixteen feet cars, a total of one 
hundred and eighty. 

The cars operated by this road are superior in every respect, 
indicating that the reputation which the Union Bailroad Com- 
pany had of having the best equipment and service of any place 
in this country is to be maintained. 

As has been remarked in my former reports, the manage- 
ment of this company recognized that the requirements of its 
patrons could only be satisfactorily met by furnishing the best 
service possible, both in the equipment and operation of its 
various lines, and apparently this policy is to be continued by the 
present management. Especially in the running of its cars, the 
company is careful in the selection of its employees, having due 
regard not only for the comfort and safety of its passengers but 
also for that of the general public when travelling upon the streets 
where its cars are operated. It is due to the care exercised by 
the motor-man more than to anything else that accidents are 
avoided, and the best safeguards for immunity by the company 
from accidents is in the employment of the most careful and com- 
petent men. 

In changing from horse to electric power the company has had 
to re-construct the buildings heretofore used as barns and car 
sheds to adapt them to the new requirements, old buildings have 
been enlarged and rebuilt, and new car stations have been built, 
the latter being located at Riverside, Olneyville and on Pawtucket 
avenue. 
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THE PROPOSED PASSENGER STATION IN PROVI- 
DENCE. 

The accompanying illustration gives a fair representation of the 
proposed new Passenger Station in Providence. The following 
description of the building is obtained from Messrs. Stone, Car- 
penter & Willson, the architects, and covers all points except that 
of the track shelters or train sheds, the exact form of which has 
not yet been decided upon. 

The concourse is to be covered with glass in the manner most 
approved for railroad stations in England, the country of the 
greatest rainfall. The platforms are also to be covered. 

The ' two types of modern stations which can be most readily 
compared are those upon the Boston & Albany R. R., viz.: the 
Union station at Worcester and the new building at Springfield, 
Mass. The one at Worcester was erected first, and was covered 
with an arched roof, both ends of the building being necessarily 
left open. A colder and more disagreeable station can hardly be 
found. When the same Company built their station at Spring- 
field, they took advantage of the experience gained in the Wor- 
cester building, and covered the platforms only. The latter station 
is more highly commended by the public and has given general 
satisfaction. A covered train-house is without doubt superior for 
a strictly terminal station like the one in Boston, where the draft 
is entirely shut off at one end ; otherwise experience shows that 
the comfort of the passengers is promoted by the adoption of the 
Springfield type. At Omaha a covered train-shed was so strongly 
objected to by the city authorities, that it has been demolished 
and the covered platforms of the Springfield style are to be sub- 
stituted. 

The proposed railroad station will stand about 600 feet north- 
west of the present station, near what was once the centre of the 
Cove, with a front of just 500 feet, and an average depth of about 
60 feet. 
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The station will be built upon piles, with a granite underpin- 
ning, and above the underpinning, of light cream colored bricks 
and terra cotta trimmings, in the Italian renaissance style of archi- 
tecture, without towers or other unnecessary appendages, but not 
on that account devoid of artistic merit, as great care has been 
taken to design a building that shall be well grouped and of satis- 
factory and harmonious proportions. 

The central division, 224 feet long, will cover the main waiting 
room, 60 x 218 feet, with its necessary offices and accessories, its 
central portion projecting from the general front with an arched 
opening 22 feet wide and 35 feet high. 

The main carriage entrance to the station is by three doorways 
in this central arch, and is protected by a roof of iron and glass 
covering the entire width of the street in front of the station, and 
is about 50 feet square. 

On either side of the main building are the two great vestibules, 
each 40 ft. x 56 ft., for the general use of the travelling public, both 
for access to the station and train platforms and for a direct exit 
from the train platforms. Each of these vestibules has for its 
front an open arcade of seven Doric columns, and leading from it 
are the inclines to the waiting room and subways, and the steps 
to the train platform, and from the eastern one the steps to the 
baggage room, which is located in the eastern wing, and from the 
western one the steps to the restaurant in the western wing. 

The main building faces Exchange Place with a tier of windows 
overlooking the great plaza, and above these and extending all 
around the four sides of the building is a second tier of windows, 
which gives ample and added light to the room, and opportunity 
for cool draughts in the summer months. 

From the main waiting room will open all the necessary railway 
conveniences of a modern railway station, — an ample ticket office 
for those who want to buy local tickets ; a ticket office for the pur- 
chase of coupon tickets, which involves a necessity to take time 
to decide as to routes, and where special instructions are required 




Sis' -Vif ,it^^^--*'J 







c 



f 
f 
i 

I 

t 



* 

i 

1 

i 

<\ 
fj 







REPORT OP RAILROAD COMMISSIOKER. 53 

in regard to the same ; a booking office for parlor and sleeping 
cars ; an information bureau ; a telegraph office ; a parcel room ; 
a newspaper stand ; a fruit and confectionery counter, where one 
can get a cup of tea or cofifee and a light lunch ; a women's room 
apart from the great main waiting room, with its closets, wash 
basins, etc., opening from it; and a men's room, where they can 
smoke, with its barber's shop and closets opening from it. 

It will thus be seen that commuters and those holding mileage 
and package tickets can go directly from the street to the train 
platforms and to the subways without going into the waiting rooms 
of the station, and that from the main waiting room, upon the an- 
nouncement of the departure of trains, passengers can go directly 
to the train platforms or subways under the guidance of the crier 
stationed in the waiting room. This waiting room, with all the 
conveniences of the best equipped stations of this country and 
those in Europe, will be large enough to seat a thousand people, 
and if no benches were placed in it would easily accommodate 
three thousand people; will be light, sunny, and well ventilated, 
with a view out upon the enlarged, and it is to be hoped, tree- 
planted Exchange Place, making it most cheerful and pleasant, 
and giving strangers that which of late has been so much talked 
about, a most agreeable impression of the New York, New Haven 
and Hartford railroad station, and of the city of Providence. 

The inclined planes spoken of are from the two side vestibules 
up to the waiting room and down to the subways, and two from 
the waiting room up to the concourse platform in the rear of the 
station. These inclines are so. long and easy that although one 
might possibly perceive that they were not walking on level floors, 
yet it is doubtful if most people would, unless their attention was 
called to it, have any remembrance of it when they reached their 
train. 

The train platform, or concourse alluded to above, which may 
be reached by ascending a short flight of steps from each main 
vestibule or by the two inclined planes from the main waiting 



I 



54 HIIPOM of ttAlLHOAD COMMfSSiOKER. 

room, is 72 ft. x 368 ft., and is covered with an iron and glass roof, 
giving a space sufficient to aflford complete shelter for more than 
6,000 people. 

From this concourse eight pairs of stub tracks and one through 
track are accessible without crossing a single track at grade. Ac- 
cess can also be had to a second through track by crossing the 
first when allowed to do so by the opening of gates, these gates 
being arranged to swing across the first track to afford a complete 
protection from trains, thus making ten tracks available for the 
passage of trains, which are all easily and safely reached without 
making any use of the subways. When one considers that there 
are to-day but four tracks for all the service of the city at the 
present time, and that these tracks are also used for the passage 
of freight trains, it is easy for the most uninitiated to comprehend 
how ample the proposed plans are for the accommodation of the 
travelling public in Providence. 

There is a common baggage room for all trains, so arranged as 
to make it easy to load and unload baggage from the express 
wagons, with ample space for held- over baggage, and a counter 
for checking baggage directly off the vestibule and near one of 
the entrances to the train platforms. 

The restaurant is in the western wing and has not only en- 
trances from the western vestibule, but also from the train plat- 
forms. 

There will be no offices in the station except one for the station 
master opening directly upon the train platforms, but there will 
be rooms for conductors off duty and a few sleeping-rooms over 
the baggage room, while the restaurant will have its storerooms 
in the basement and its kitchen and rooms for help in the second 
story. 

It is intended to locate the boiler in the basement of the station 
for the purpose of generating steam to heat the buildings, to run 
an electric dynamo for lighting the station and the train plat- 
forms, for driving a fan to force the warm air into every part of 
the station for heat and ventilation. 
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It will be noticed that there is no provision indicated in this 
plan for the ofl&ces of administration for the railroad company, 
nor any provision for the express business. The former will be 
provided for in a building 60 ft. by 120 ft. on the west of the 
station, with western end on Gaspee street, and the latter in a 
corresponding position at the eastern end of the station near the 
river wall, but with ample apace for a wagon yard and basement 
carriage entrances between the eastern end of the building and 
the river wall. 

This will give the City of Providence a symmetrical group of 
buildings from the Gaspee street abutment to near the river wall, - 
having a frontage of about 860 ft., pierced in the centre by 
Francis street, and forming a group of distinctly railroad build- 
ings, unsurpassed in this country for situation and convenience, 
and unequalled in artistic treatment and design, because they de- 
clare their use and are so carefully proportioned that they fulfill 
all the conditions for which they were constructed. 

EECOMMENDATIONS. 

In my last report I called the attention of the General Assembly 
to the large number of persons who were killed and injured while 
walking upon the tracks of the several railroads, and recommended 
that action be taken looking towards a prevention of this evil. In 
accordance therewith the Senate passed an act forbidding the 
practice of walking on the tracks or in the freight yards, but the 
House of Representatives did not concur. In 1893, there were 20 
persons killed and 9 injured while walking upon or crossing the 
tracks, and again I respectfully call attention to the fact, and urge 
that some action be taken by the Legislature. 

Action was taken on several of my regommendations, and 
Chapter 1207 was passed May 26, 1893. This act provided that 
streets and highways at grade crossings should not be obstructed 
by locomotives or trains for more than five minutes at any one 
time, and has proved to be of great advantage to travellers. The 
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same act also gave the Commissioner certain powers in regard to 
signals at grade crossings. 

Chapter 1208 was passed the same day; this act provided 
penalties for unlawfully stopping trains or throwing missiles, etc., 
at trains, assaulting railroad employees, or interfering with rail- 
road signals, etc. Since the passage of the act there have been 
no complaints of its violation. 

I recommend that all street cars operated by any motive power 
except horses, be equipped with suitable fenders and wheel- 
guards. The need of such fenders and guards has been clearly 
shown during the year, and this matter should receive the atten- 
tion of the General Assembly. 

It would conduce to the safety of the public if the rate of speed 
at which such cars should be propelled through streets and high- 
ways, and the providing of some sufficient warning of the ap- 
proach of cars where they cross streets at grade, be placed in the 
hands of the Commissioner or some other suitable person with 
authority to regulate the same. 

The Railroad Commissioner should have a general regulation 
of all matters that appertain to the safety, comfort or convenieilce 
of passengers both on steam and street railroads, with power to 
enforce his recommendations, subject always to an appeal to the 
courts. 

Appended to this report will be found the annual returns from 

' the several railroad corporations, with lists of officers, and the 

several tables in which are summarized the business, both of the 

steam and street railroads, and other details. I have also included 

in the appendix a partial report of the meeting of the Railroad 

Commissioners of the United States, at Washington, with some'of 

the papers read before the convention, the income account of all 

the railroads in the tfnited States as prepared by the statistician 

of the Interstate Commerce Commission, Mr. Adams, and some 

other matters of general interest. 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Cormnissioner of liailroads. 
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APPENDIX, 



CONTAINING THE 



ANNOAL REPORTS AND USTS OF OFFICERS 



OP THE 



IRailtoab Companies of tbe State, 



For the Year Ending June 30, 1893, 



WITH 



STATISTICAL TABLES. 



RETURNS 



OP THE 



STEAM RAILROAD COMPANIES 



For the Year Ending June 30, 1893. 



RETURN OF NEW YORK, PROVIDENCE & BOSTON RAIL- 

ROAD COMPANY. 



Incorporated, .Tuue, 1832. Opened, November, 1837. 



The New York, Providence & Boston Railroad Company as such has not 
made any return to the Railroad Commissioner, claiming that every share of the 
stock of the Company both in this State and in Connecticut had been exchanged 
for stock of the New York, New Haven and Hartford R. R. Co. , and that there- 
fore the former Com pan}' had ceased to exist as a separate corporation, having 
been absolutely merged with the latter Company by legislative and corporate 
action. 

The return is included in that of the New York, New Haven and Hartford 
R. R. Co. 
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RETURN OF NEW YORK, NEW HAVEN AND HARTFORD 

RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Organized August 6fh. 1872. 



OFFICERS. 



Charles P. Clark President New Haven, Conn. 

Lucius Tuttle Vice President ** 

C. S. Mellen 2d Vice President 

William D. Bishop, Jr Secretarj' Bridgeport, Conn. 

William L. Squire Treasurer New Haven Conn. 

H. M. Kochersperger Comptroller 

F. S. Curtis Chief Engineer 

C. H. Piatt Qeneral Superintendent 

O AI. Shepard Division Superintendent New York, N. Y. 



it 



(< 



<( 



(I 



it 



tt 



(( 



Hartford, Conn. 

New Haven, Conn. 
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C. S. Davidson 

W. A. Waterbury 

A. S. Ostrander 

R. G. Curtis 

George W. Beach 

J. V. A. Trumbull 

J. P. Hopson 

F. C. Payne 

N. A. Willcox Qeneral Freight Agent New Haven. Conn 

C. T. Hempstead General Passenger Agent. . . . 

J. N. States General Ticket Agent 

G. A. Morton General Baggage Agent 



Waterbury, Conn. 

Hartford, Conn. 

New Haven, Conn. 

Danbury, Conn. 






DIRECTORS. 

E. H. Trowbridge New Haven, Conn. 

William D. Bishop Bridgeport, Conn. 

Nathaniel Wheeler 

Henry C. Robinson Hartford, Conn. 



Charles 1*. Clark .......... i New Haven, Conn. 

Joseph Park ; .New York, N. Y. 

Chauncey M. Depew '. ** 

Henry S. Lee Springfield, Mass. 

William Rockefeller New York, N. Y. 

Leverett Brainard Hartford, Conn. 

J. Pierpont Morgan New York, N. Y. 

Lucius Tuttle New Haven, Conn. 

George MaccuUoch Miller New York, N. Y. 

J. B. Gardiner Division Superintendent Providence, R. 1. 

Providence to New London, Gt. 

F. G. Spencer Division Superintendent Providence, R. I. 

Providence to Worcestei\ Mass. 



Returns for the year ending June 30 y 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $32,938,000 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Subscriptions to Convertible Debenture Certificates 3,281,900 00 

Funded Debt 4. 300,000 00 

Other debt (Deferred liabilities, Current liabilities and Accrued 

liabilities) 4.499,963 25 

Total Gross Debt 45.019,863 25 

Construction account. 

40,660.834 59 
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Equipment account 

All other assets 10,475,044 16 

Total property and assets 51.135,878 75 

Receipts passenger department 9,807,545 17 

Receipts freight department 8,115,524 40 

Receipts from all other sources 400,418 22 

Total receipts. 18.323.487 79 

Operating expenses, excluding salaries and wages 4,547,464 47 

Interest paid within the year 316, 165 25 

Taxes paid within the year 845,858 05 

Salaries and wages 7.858,469 80 

All other expenditures, viz., rentals of leased lines 1,757,531 33 

Total expenditures : . . 15,325,488 90 

Net earnings : . 2,997,998 89 
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Rate and amount of dividend paid, 2^ per cent, each quarter on 

stock outstanding 2,945,535 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 52,463 80 

Surplus at beginning of year 4,007,715 09 

Expended during year for new rolling stock, and floating equip- 
ment 1 ,213,897 57 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock, including repairs 

to tools, etc., in shops, and for floating equipment 1,706,204 13 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year, including floating 

equipment 3,897,617 29 

Rolling stock account at end of year, excluding cost of equip- 
ment of the N. Y.. P. & B. R. R. and Hartford & C. V. 

R. R. included in construction account 5,111,514 86 

Expended for maintenance of way, buildings and structures 6,065,514 11 

How much of last account charged to construction account 3,874,52p 61 

How much of same charged to expense amount 2.190,984 50 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 27,696,567 30 

Balance of construction account at end of year 40,660,834 59 

Total number of passengers carried during the year 23,187,894 

Total number of tons of merchandise carried during the year 6,859.100 

Number of locomotives 422 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 329 

Number of passenger train cars. (In addition to number in col- 
umn the company owns part of equipment in "Stonington 

Line." and " Colonial Express") 1.049 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes 1,049 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 200 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 217 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 752 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves None. 

Number of freight cars 7,973 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 128 

Number equipped with automatic couplers — passenger, 1,019 ; 

freight, 1,591 2,610 

{Owned 282. 35 
Operated, includ'g trackage rights 

over 17.21 miles 848.03 

Owned 62.12 

Operated 89.60 



Miles of road in this State, i 



APPENDIX. 7 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 226.70 

Number of regular stopping places in this Statte 58 

Number of flag stations 13 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 63 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State. 95 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 34 

Number guarded by flagmen only 48 

Number where electric bells are used 22 

Number of farm or private grade crossings. 106 

Number of bridges in this State 146 

Number built of stone 11 

Number built of iron 42 

Number built of wood 43 

Number combination 50 

Number of new bridges built during the year in Rhode Island 5 

Cost of new bridges built during the year in Rhode Island |39,899 40 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year in renewals on entire 

line 5.233 

Number of ties laid during the year in renewals on entire line 454,265 

Number of new stations built during the year in Rhode Island 1 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 2 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 20 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings , 11 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 17 

Number of persons walking on the track killed 7 

Number of persons walking on the track injured 2 

Number of employees killed 5 

Number of employees injured 42 

Average number of persons employed in this State, estimated. . . . 1,500 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets . 021 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets . 0055 
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RETURN OF PROVIDENCE AND WORCESTER RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

Incorporated, 1844. Leased to and operated by New York, 
Providence & Boston Railroad for 99 years. 



OFFICERS. 

Moses B. I. Goddard President Providence, R. 1. 

« 

William A, Leete Treas. and Clerk 

DIRECTORS. 

Moses B. I. Qoddard Providence, R. I. 

Joseph E. Davis .... .Boston, Mass. 

Jonas G. Clark Worcester, Mass. 

John W. Danielson Providence, R. I. 

G. Marston Whitin Whitinsville, Mass. 

A. George Bullock Worcester, Mass.' 

John Nicholas Brown Providence, R. I. 



Returns for the Tea/r Ending June SOy 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $3,500,000 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 1,500,000 00 

Floating debt None. 

Total Gross debt 5,000,000 00 

Construction account 4,276,250 00 

Equipment account 82y,887 40 

All other assets 103,171 «3 

Total property and assets 5,208,309 03 

Total receipts. 491,510 77 

Organization expenses 7,537 61 

Interest paid within the year 90,000 00 

Total expenditures 97,537 61 

Net earnings , 393,973 16 
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Rate and amount of dividend paid (10 per cent, regular) *350,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 208,309 03 

Surplus at beginning of year 295,585 87 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 8,570.000 00 

Balance of construction account at end of year. t4;276,250 00 



* In addition to the regular dividend there wa« made, March Slat, an extra dividend or a distribu- 
tion of $4.60 per share from the cash assets. 

t This increase is for additions made to construction accdbnt from May 1st, 1888, to June SOth, 
1892, by the lessees, the New York, Providence & Boston Railroad Company, from proceeds of 
stock and bonds furnished by this company. 
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RETURN OF PAWTUXET VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated July 11, 1872. Leased to and operated by the New York, 

Providence & Boston Railroad Co. , for 99 years at a net 

rental of 7 per cent, on the capital stock. 



OFFICERS. 

Henry Howard President , Providence, R. I. 

William H. Pope .Treasurer and Secretary ** 

DIRECTORS. 

Henry Howard; Providence, R. I. 

Jonathan Chace .>* •* 

James H. Chace '* 

R. G. Howland Hope, R. L 

Edward F. Child. Providence, R. I, 

William H. Pope 

William F. Wood 



Beiurnsfor the Year Ending June SO, 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $100,900 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 160,000 00 

Floating debt None. 

Total gross debt 160,000 00 

Construction account 

Equipment account 

All other assets. 1,500 00 

Total property and assets 262,400 00 

Receipts passenger department 

Receipts freight department 

Receipts from all other sources 

Total receipts, rental of road, , . , . , 7,068 00 



At»PENDlX. 11 

Operalipg expenses . . . * . 

Interest paid within the year, by N. Y., P. & B. R. R. Co 10,600 00 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Xieii earnings .•..••• ..•. .•...•• •*•..■ ••• •• •<•••• /,\/0o \J\J 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 7 per cent. 

Surplus after paying dividend 1,500 00 

Surplus at beginning of year 1,500 00 
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RETURN OF OLD COLONY RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated April 24, 1844. The Old Colony Railroad, with its leased 

lines, was leased to the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co., March I, 

1893, but by agreement of the parties the accounts have 

been kept, and this report is made to show the 

business for an entire year. 



(< 



t( 



OFFICERS. 

President Charles F. Choate Boston. Mass. 

Vice-President Frederick L. Ames 

Clerk Edward G. Parker 

Treasurer John M. Washburn 

General Manager James R. Keudrick 

Superintendent E. G. Allen 

*' Isaac N. Marshall 

J. H. French Hyannis, Mass. 

.C. A. McAlpine So. Framingham, Mass. 

General Freight Agent C. Peter Clark Boston, Mass. 

General Passenger Agent George L. Connor " 

DIRECTORS. 

Charles F. Choate Boston, Mass. 

*Frederick L. Ames ** 

Thomas J. Borden Fall River, Mass. 

John 8. Brayton. ** 

Thomas Dunn Newport, R I. 

George A. Gardner Boston, Mass. 

James R. Eendrick ** 

Charles L. Levering Taunton, Mass. 

♦Abbott Lawrence Boston, Mass. 

♦William J. Rotch New Bedford, Mass. 

- ,1 - II- ' 

* Deceased Bince Jun« 30. 
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John J. Russell Plymouth, Mass. 

Joshua M. Sears Boston, Mass. 

Nathaniel Thayer 



Heturns for the Year Ending June 30, 189S. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) *13,878,500 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred). . None. 

Fundeddebt. /. \ 12,576,200 00 

Floating debt 1,954,292 85 

Total gross debt 14,530,492 85 

Construction account 23,215,691 36 

Equipment account : 2,340.773 95 

All other assets 4,226.355 02 

Total property and assets 29,782,820 33 

Receipts passenger department 5,836,409 78 

Receipts freight department 3,462,413 21 

Receipts from all other sources . .• 878,823 51 

Total receipts.. » 10,177,646 50 

Operating expenses '. 6,927,354 24 

Interest paid within the year 729,045 53 

Taxes paid within the year 485,663 82 

Salaries and wages 4,646,221 03 

All other expenditures 606,745 06 

Total expenditures 8,748,808 65 

Net earnings 1,428,837 85 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (7.58i per cent.) 1,027,959 10 

Surplus after paying dividend 400,878 75 

Surplus at beginning of year 840,357 90 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 300,459 53 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 622,823 27 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year. . 2,340,602 68 

Rolling stock account at end of year 2,340,773 95 

Expended for maintenance of way 3,156,665 29 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 1,517,434 87 

How much of same charged to expense account l,639,:;i30 42 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 21,698,256 49 

Balance of construction account at end of year 23,215,691 36 

Total number of passengers carried during year 25,222,836 
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Total oumber of tons mercbaudise carried during Ihe year 4.024.087 

Number of locomotives owned and leased 250 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 180 

Number of passenger train cars owned and leased 544 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes. . . . 544 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam All. 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters None. 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves . None in use. 

Number of freight cars 3,733 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes. ... 560 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 384 

Total length of road in miles , 495.55 

Miles of road in this State 18.32 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 23.57 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 8 

Number of flag stations 3 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 5 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State. 7 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 3 

Nuniber guarded by flagmen only . . 1 

Number where electric bells are used None. 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 22 

Number built of stone 4 

Number built of iron 3 

Number built of wood 15 

Number combination None. 

Number of new bridges built during the year in this State None. 

Cost of new bridges built during the year in this State. ... * None. 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 3,244 

Number of ties laid during the year 409,082 

Number of new stations built during the year in this State. ...!.. 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 2 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings in this State None. 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings in this State None. 

Number of persons killed at stations in this State. 2 
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Number of persons injured at stations in this State 3 

Number of persons walking on the track killed in this State 1 

Number of persons walking on the track injured in this State. ... 4 

Number of employees killed in this State 3 

Number of employees injured in this State 5 

Average number of persons employed jn this State 333 

Average rate of fare per mile, local and commutation tickets. . . .1 956310000 cts. 
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RETURN OF BOSTON & PROVIDENCE RAILROAD 

CORPORATION. 

Incorporated July 11, 1831. Operated by Old Colony Railroad 
Company under a lease for 9d years. 



OFFICERS. 

Royal C. Taft President Providence, R. 1. 

Benjamin B. Torrey Treas. and Clerk Boston, Mass. 

DIRECTORS. 

♦Thomas P. I. Goddard Providence, R. I. 

t William R. Robeson. . Lenox, Mass. 

Royal C. Taft Providence, R. I. 

Robert H. Stevenson Boston, Mass. 

Roger Wolcott " 

John Lowell " 

Edward W. Hooper 



(( 



Beiums far the Year Ending June 30, 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $4,000,000 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 2,165,000 00 

Floating debt None. 

Total gross debt 2.165,000 00 

Construction account 5,046.088 30 

Equipment account 871,234 35 

All other assets 485,364 74 

Total property and assets 6,402,687 39 

Total receipts for rental of property 504,600 00 

Organization expenses 1,554 77 

"^Died March 30, 1893. t I>I«d November 6, 1899. 
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Interest paid within the year 101,600 00 

Taxes paid within the year None. 

Total expenditures 103,154 77 

Netearnings 401,445 23 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (|10 per share) 400,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 1,445 23 

Surplus at beginning of year (balance of profit and loss account). . 75,213 82 
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RETURN OF PROVIDENCE, WARREN & BRISTOL RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated October, 1850. Leased to Old Colouy Railroad 
Company from July 1, 1891, for 96 years. 



OFFICERS. 

President Charles F. Choate Boston, Mass. 

Secretary George L. Greene. Providence, R. I. 

Treasurer John M. Washburn Boston, Mass. 

DIRECTORS. 

Charles F. Choate Boston, Mass. 

*Frederick L. Ames " 

J. C. Church . . Bristol, R. I. 

William Goddard Providence, R. 1. 

Royal C. Taft ... 

James R. Eendrick Boston, Mass. 



Eeturnsfor the Year Ending June 30, 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $287,300 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred) 150,000 00 

Funded debt None. 

Floating debt 38,716 26 

Total gross debt 38,716 26 

Construction account 458,610 56 

Equipment account 40.000 00 

All other assets 2,464 66 

Total property and assets 501,075 22 

Receipts from rental 23,561 89 

Total receipts 23,561 89 

* Peceascd since Jane 80. 
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Interest paid withia the year .*..*«* n «. . 1,607 90 

Salaries and wages 250 00 

Total expenditures 1,857 90 

Net earnings 21,703 99 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (5 per cent, on comaiou, 5 per 

cent, on preferred) 21,871 00 

Deficit after paying dividend 167 01 

Surplus at beginning of year 25,225 97 

Total length of road in miles 14.35 

Miles of road in this State 14.35 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 29.74 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 14 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State. 21 

Number of bridges in this State 6 

Number built of iron 6 



RETURN OF FALL RIVER, WARREN & PROVIDENCE RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 

All the road and property of the Fall River, Warren & Providence Railroad 
Company was sold to the Old Colony Railroad Company, under foreclosure, in 
May, 1892, and became a part of the Old Colony system. 
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RETURN OF NEW YORK & NEW ENGLAND RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

iDCorporated April 17, 1873. 



0FFICEH8. 



(< it n 
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Archibald A. McLeod. . . President No 180 Summer St., Boston. Mass. 

James W. Perkins Secretary 

George B. Phippen Treasurer 

I. D. Barton General Supt 

F. E. Dewey Division Supt No. 224 Federal St., Boston, Mass. 

H. J. Quigg " ' • . . . East Hartford, Conn. 

S. W. Offutt •• •• Providence, R. L 

DIRECTORS. 

Archibald A. McLeod Boston, Mass. 

Thomas C. Piatt New York, N. Y. 

Joseph F. Sinnott Philadelphia, Pa. 

Henry A. Dupont Wilmington, Del. 

Chester W. Chapin New York, N. Y. 

Samuel Heilner Philadelphia, Pa. 

Charlemagne Tower, Jr '* 

John W. Doane Chicago, 111. 

James Armstrong New York, N. Y. 

George H. Earle, Jr , Philadelphia, Pa. 

Spencer Ervin ** 

Arthur Sewall Portland, Me. 

Joshua Henzler, Jr Jersey City, N. J. 

Charles E. Gross Hartford, Conn. 

F. H. Prince Boston, Mass. 

Marsden J. Perry Providence, R. I. 

B. F. Vaughan 

Arthur Brock Lebanon, Pa. 

D. S. Plume Waterbury, Conn. 
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Meturns for the Tear Ending June 30, 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) 119,811,000 00 * 

Berdeil bonds, convertible into common stock. 189,000 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred).. . . 3,817.600 00 

Funded debt 17,187,532 50 

Supplies transferred from Norwich & Worcester Railroad 61,423 99 

Floating debt, including interest accrued, payable July 1, 1893. . . 378,955 63 

Accrued interest on funded debt 141,122 02 

20,533 69 

Total gross debt 41,607,156 83 

Construction account (estimated) 35,025,410 78 

Equipment account (estimated) 5,311,861 41 

Dividend No. 13, on preferred stock, payable May 1, 1892, pay- 
ment enjoined 128,275 00 

All other assets 297.322 13 

Total property and assets 40,762,869 32 

Receipts passenger department 2,136,621 47 

Receipts freight department 3,805,674 61 

Boston Harbor Transfer 6.035 56 

Receipts from all other sources 470,765 47 

Total receipts 6,419,097 11 

Operating expenses 4,481 ,940 43 

Interest paid within the year 1,124,755 02 

Taxes paid within the year 249,003 44 

Salaries and wages (included in operating expenses) 

Insurance 30,348 10 

All other expenditures (rentals) 485,251 73 

Total expenditures 6,371,298 70 

Net earnings 47,798 41 

Rate and amount of dividend paid. None. 

Surplus after paying dividend None. 

Deficit at beginning of year 832,455 78 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 1,566 70 

Expended during the year for repairs of rolling stock (included in 

operating expenses) 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 5,310,294 71 

Rolling stock account at end of year 5,311,861 41 

Expended for maintenance of way 536,575 28 

How much of last amount charged to construction account All. 
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How much of same charged to expense account None. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 34.698,720 32 

Balance of construction account at end of year 35,044.768 65. 

Total number of passengers carried during the year 9,124,510 

Total number of tons of merchandise carried during the year 3.549,006 

Number of locomotives 212 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 199 

Number of passenger train cars , 286 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes 286 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 286 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 50 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters Ib6 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves None. 

Number of freight cars 6,237 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes. 164 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 1.273 

Total length of road in miles (operated) 534 14 

Miles of road in this State (operated) 71.17 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track (operated) 92.74 

Number of regular stopping places in this State (operated) 36 

Number of flag stations in this Slate (operated) 12 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings (op- 
erated) 42 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State 

(operated). 87 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen (operated) 8 

Number guarded by flagmen only (operated) 5 

Number where electric bells are used (operated) 1 

Number of farm or private grade crossings None. 

Number of bridges in this State 51 

Number built of stone None. 

Number built of iron 9 

Number built of wood 42 

Number combination None. 

Number of new bridges built during the year 5 

Cost of new bridges built during the year None. 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year None. 

Number of ties laid during the year 11 599 

Number of new stations built during the year None 
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Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State None. 

Number of persons ikilled at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 3 

Number of persons walking on the track killed 3 

Number of persons walking on the track injured 4 

Number of employees killed 1 

Number of employees injured 20 

Average number of persons employed in this State 895 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 1 940-1000 cts. 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 1 370-1000 els. 
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RETURN OF RHODE ISLAND & MASSACHUSETTS RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated June 27, 1871. Leased to and operated by New York 

& New England Railroad Company for 99 years 

from October 1, 1887. 



OPFICEKS. 

Jonathan Chace President Yalley Falls, R. I. 

A. B. Chace Treas. and Secretary 



c( 



(( 
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DIRECTORS. 

Jonathan Chace Valley Falls, R. I, 

James P. Ray Franklin, Mass. 

Joseph S. Ray 

Edgar K. Ray 

George L. Littlefleld Pawtucket, R. I. 

Hezekiah Conant ** 

Charles P. Clark New Haven, Conn. 

William C. Roelker Providence, R. I. 

A. B. Chace ..... . . .Valley Falls, R. 1. 



Beturns far the Tear Ending June SO, 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $180,000 00 

Floating debt 5.500 00 

Total gross debt 5,500 00 

Construction account 145,019 89 

All other assets 40,713 49 

Total property and assets 185,733 38 

Receipts from all sources 10,000 97 

Total receipts 10,000 97 

Salaries and wages 100 00 
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All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (5 per cent ) 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 

Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new stations built during the year 



6,395 09 

6.495 09 

8,505 88 

9,000 00 

2b3 88 

5,727 50 

13.59 

7.07 

7.64 

8 

2 

4 

8 

None. 

1 

None. 

2 

None. 
None. 
2 
None. 
None. 
None, 
None. 
880 
None. 
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RETURN OF THE PROVIDENCE & SPRINGFIELD RAIL- 
ROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated September Ist, 1871. The Providence & Springfield Railroad 

was leased to the N. Y. & N. E. R. R. Co. as of October 1st, 1890, 

for the term of ninety-nine years at six per Qent. per 

annum on the stock, payable quarterly. 



OFFICERS. 



B. F. Vaughan President Providence, R. I. 

William H. Pope Treasurer and Secretary. . . ** 

DIUECTOUS. 

William Tiukham Providence, R. I. 

B. F. Vaughan 

William H. Pope 

Fenner H. Peckbam, Jr 

Charles L. Vaughan 

Albert L. Sayles Pascoag, R. I. 

Peter B. Wyckoff New York. 

F. H. Prince Boston. 

C. A. Prince " 






Beturnsfor the Tear Ending June SO^ 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $517,450 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 500,000 00 

Floating debt 250,000 00 

Total gross debt 750,000 00 

Construction account 

Equipment account 

All other assets None. 

Total property and assets 1,267,450 00 



i 1,267,450 00 



llcceipts frotn all sources (rental received from the New York & 

New England Railroad Co.) 56,047 00 

Total receipts 56.047 00 

Interest paid within the year 85,000 00 

Total expenditures 85,000 00 

Net income 81,047 00 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (6 per cent, per annum on 

1617,450) 81,047 00 

Surplus after paying dividend None. 

Surplus at beginning of year None. 

Total cost of road at beginning of year 1,017,450 00 

Total cost of road and equipment at end of year 1,267,450 00 

Total length of road in miles 28.18 

Miles of road in this State 26.55 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 88 65 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 11 

Number of flag stations '. 7 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildiogs 15 

Whole number of street or hi&chway grade crossings in this State . 88 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen 1 

Number guarded by flagmen only 1 

Number where electric bells are used None. 

Number of farm or private grade crossings None. 

Number of bridges in this State 19 

Number built of stone None. 

Number built of iron 4 

Number built of wood 15 

* 

Number combiaation None. 

Number of new bridges built during the year (Providence and 

Springfield ezteasion, from Pascoag to Douglas Junction) .... 5 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year None. 

Number of ties laid during the year 4,861 

Number of new stations built during the year None. 
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RETURN OF WOONSOCKET & PASCOAG RAILROAD 

COMPANY. 

Incorporated May 21, 1889. Woonsocket & Pascoag R. R. leased to New 

York & New England Railroad Co. for 99 years from March 1, 

1891, at an annual rental of $15,000 per annum. 



OFFICERS. 



<( 
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Edgar K. Ray President Franklin, Mass. 

Joseph G. Ray Vice-President 

James P. Ray i., ., .Treasurer. ... 

Francello G. Jillson Secretary ^ Providence, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

Edgar K. Ray Franklin, Mass. 

James P. Ray 

Joseph G. Ray 

W. H. Sweatt City Mills, Mass. 

Francello G. Jillson Providence, R. I. 

G. H. Norman, Jr Boston, Mass. 

Edward H. Rathbun Franklin, Mass. 

George R. Winsor 



it 



it 



Returns for the Tear Ending June 30 ^ 1893, 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common). $200,000 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt . .' 100,000 00 

Floating debt (one or two small claims imsettled) None. 

Total gross debt 100,000 00 

Construction account 300,000 00 

Interest paid within the year (on funded debt) 5,000 00 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (5 per cent.) 10,000 00 
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Surplus afler paying dividend None. 

Surplus at beginning of year None 

Total length of road in miles 9.50 

Miles of road in this State. . . : 9.50 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 10.23 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 4 

Number of flag stations 8 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 6 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State. 9 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen , None. 

Number guarded by flagmen only None. 

Number where electric bells are used. None 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 12 

Number built of stone None. 

Number built of iron None. 

Number built of wood 12 

Number combination None. 

Number of new bridges built during the year None. 

Cost of new bddges built during the year None. 

Tons of n€^ steel rails laid during the year. .• None. 

Number of ties laid dunng the year None. 

Number of new stations built during the year None. 
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RETURN OF NARRAGANSETT PIER RAILROAD COMPANY 

iDcorponited April 12. 1875. 



OFFICKBS. 



JohnK Hanrd President Peace Dale, R. I. 

R. Q. Haiard Vice-Preeident and Treas 

William T. Stedman Secretary 

Qeorge T. Lanphear Superintendent 



«( 



C( 
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DIRECTORS. 

John N. Haiard PeMse Dak, R. I. 

R.Q.Iia»urd 

B.F.Robinson Wakefield, K I. 

George C. RoliiB9DD ^ ," 

J. M. Miller NewToriccirr. 



Oapital SlM^ actually paid in (common) $138.800 00 

C^tal Slock actually paid in ipreferredV None. 

Fandeddebl 96,400 00 

Floating debt. NcMie. 

l\4al gross debt 95,400 00 

OMSlruction account 210.846 35 

fiquipmeftt account 44.896 45 

All otker assets. 25,969 73 

TV>lat pr^H^erty and assets 281,642 53 

Receipts pi^senger department 30,182 11 

RM'vipts firelgbt department 14,446 63 

Ri?«eipts tvom all other :»>urce<$. 6,920 98 

T\>lal receipts. 51,5» 66 

Operating expensi» 9.530 32 
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Interest paid within the year 6,678 00 

Taxes paid within the year 928 98 

Salaries and wages 17,614 76 

All other expenditures , . . 5,155 00 

Total expenditures 39,902 01 

Net earnings 11.667 65 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (2 per cent.) ... 2,676 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 28.165 72 

Surplus at beginniog of year 20,408 48 

Expended during year for new rolling stock . 4,750 00 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 40,076 45 

Rolling stock account at end of year. . 44,826 45 

Expended for maintenance of way 12,700 00 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account. All. 

Balance of coustruction account at beginning of year 210.846 35 

Balance of coDStruclion account at end of year. ;dl0,846 35 

Total number of passengers carried during year 109,426 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during the year 15,700 

Number of locomotives 2 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 2 

Number of passenger train cars 5 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes. ... 5 
Nuintber of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 5 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam None. 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters 3 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves None. 

Number of freight cars 12 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes None. 

Number equipped with automatic couplers None. 

Total length of road in miles 8i 

Miles of road in this State 8i 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 8^ 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 4 

Number of flag stations 3 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 6 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State , 14 



32 



REPORT OF RAILROAD COMMISSIONER. 



Number guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone , 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year .... 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year , 

Number of new stations built during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State . . . 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State. . 
- Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings w>r 

Number of persons walking on the track killed . . . . 

Number of persons walking on the track injured 

* Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured , 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

. Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



1 
8 

None 
15 
5 

None. 
8 
2 

None. 

None. 

Kone. 

None. 
3,000 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 
40 

6icts. 

t cts. 
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RETURN OF NEWPORT <fc WICKFORD RAILROAD AND 

STEAMBOAT COMPANY. 

Organized 1868. 



OFFICERS. 

George M. Miller President . . . .New York. 

A. 8. Sherman Secretary and Treas Newport. 

J. B. Gardiner Superintendent Providence, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

George McCuUoch Miller New York city. 

J. N. A. Griswold Newport, R. I. 

George Peabody Wetmore 

LeRoy King 

Charles H. Russell New York. 

A. S. Sherman Newport. 






Returns for the Year Ending June 30, 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) |100,000 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt (sinking fund |2,000) 100,000 00 

Floating debt , 18,000 00 

Total gross debt ! 118,000 00 

Construction account 118,018 70 

Equipment account 65,000 00 

All other assets 12 280 73 

Total property and assets 195,298 43 

Receipts passenger department 39,749 82 

Receipts freight department 3,085 28 

Receipts from all other sources 12,64.5 22 

Receipts from insurance on steamer 49,600 00 

Total receipts (not including insurance) 55,480 32 

5 
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Operating expenses , . 44,133 61 

Interest paid within the year. 5,000 00 

Taxes paid within the year (included in expenses) 588 00 

Salaries and wages (included in expenses) 

All other expenditures (repairs) 7,089 60 

Total expenditures 56,223 21 

Net loss ... 742 89 

Rate and amount of dividend paid ^ None. 

Surplus after paying dividend. . None. 

Surplus at beginning of year 16,697 60 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 50,000 00 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock . 5,186 66 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 94.81 1 11 

Rolling stock account at end of year 65,000 00 

Expended for maintenance of way. 1 ,902 94 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account 1,902 94 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 118,018 70 

Balance of construction account at end of year 118,018 70 

Total number of passengers carried during the year (about) 70,000 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during the year (no ac- 
count kept) 

Number of locomotives 1 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 1 

Number of passenger train cars 1 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes . i . . 1 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 1 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 1 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters None. 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves None. 

Number of freight cars ... None. 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes None. 

Number equipped with automatic couplers None. 

Total length of road in miles 3 4-10 

Miles of road in this State. 3 4-10 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 4 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 3 

Number of flag stations ,,,,..,.,,. .,.,, ,,,., 2 
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Number of stopping places provided witli station buildlDgs 3 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State. 3 

Number guarded by gates and flagmen None. 

Number guarded by flagmen only 3 

Number where electric bells are used 1 

Number of farm or private grade crossings . 3 

Number of bridges in this State 3 

Number built of stone 3 

Number built of iron None. 

Number built of wood None. 

Number combination None, 

Number new bridges built during the year None. 

Cost of new bridges built during the year None. 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year None. 

Number of ties laid during the year 1,224 

Number of new stations built during the year None. 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State None. 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings in this State None. 

Number of persons walking on the track killed None. 

Number of persons walking on the track injured None. 

Number of employees killed None. 

Number of employees injured None. 

Average number of persons employed in this State 30 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 4^ cts. 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 3^ cts. 
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RETURN OF WOOD RIVER BRANCH RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated July 8, 1872. 



OFFICERS. 



Amos G. Nichols President Hope Valley, R. I. 

George H. Olney Treasurer and Secretary 

Leander M. Barber Superintendent 



(( 



it 



DIRECTORS. 

Amos G. Nichols Hope Valley, R. I. 

Edward Barber •* 

George H. Olney. .. ** 

John L. Kenyon Wyoming, R. I. 

William F. Joslin. Hope Valley, R. I. 

Charles S. Nichols '^ 

Jeremiah B. Gardiner Providence, R. I. 

Benjamin P. Lang.worthy Hope Valley, R. I. 

Benjamin Kenyon Hockville, R. I. 



Returns f 01' the Tear Ending June 30, 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $60,000 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred).. . . None. 

Funded debt 56,500 00 

Floating debt 8,987 55 

Total gross debt 125,487 55 

Construction account Ill ,824 79 

Equipment account 18.554 60 

All other assets 8,163 39 

Total property and assets 133,542 78 

Receipts passenger department 5,032 72 

Receipts freight department ... 10,534 34 
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Receipts from all other sources 

Total receipts 

Operating expenses 

Interest paid within the year 

Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock . . , 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year # .. 

Rolling stock account at end of year. 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during year 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during the year 

Number of locomotives 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 

Number of passenger train cars 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes. . . . 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam beaters 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves 

Number of freight cars 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles : 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Number of regular stopping places in this State. ... 



817 47 

16 381 53 

5.466 66 

3,594 26 

314 25 

5,221 53 

800 00 

15,396 70 

987 83 

None. 

19,780 68 

16,548 74 

None. 

1,691 81 

13,554 60 

13,554 60 

3,512 31 

None. 

All. 

111.824 79 

111,824 79 

23,346 

12,783 

2 

None. 

3 

3 

None. 

None. 
3 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

5.70 

5.70 

6.875 

a 
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Number of flag stations 

Number of sloppiog places provided with statioD buildings 

Whole number of street or highway grade crossings in this State 

Numl)er guarded by gates and flagmen 

Number guarded by flagmen only . . . . 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone .... ... 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood 

Number combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new stations built during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State. . . . 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings^ 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on the track killed . . 

Number of persons walking on the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



2 

4 

4 

None. 

None. 

None. 

14 

2 

None. 

None. 

2 

None. 

None. 

None. 

20 

2,257 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

12 

4|Ct8. 

2ct8. 
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RETURN OF MOSHASSUCK VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated June 1 1 , 1874. 



(( 



(( 



OFFICERS. 

W. F. Sayles President Pawtucket. R. I. 

F. C. Sayles Treasurer 

Charles O. Read Secretary 

G. M. Clarke Superintendent Saylesville, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

W. F. Sayles. Pawtucket, R. I. 

F. C. Sayles 

Charles O. Read 

F. C. Sayles, Jr 

F. A. Sayles 






Beturnsfar the Tear Ending June SO, 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $50,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt None. 

Floating debt . None. 

Total gross debt None. 

Construction account 80,092 19 

Equipment account 13,400 00 

All other assets 10.499 17 

Total property and assets 108,991 36 

Receipts passenger department 440 21 

Receipts freight department 26,480 24 

Receipts from all other sources 776 56 

Total receipts 27.697 01 

Operating expenses 27,622 54 

Interest paid within the year 
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Taxes paid within the year 

Salaries and wages 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures. 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning ot year 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of 3'ear , 

Expended for maintenance of way 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

How much of same charged to expense account 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during the year 

Total number of tons merchandise carried during the year 

Number of locomotives. . 

Number of locomotives equipped with driver brakes 

Number of passenger train cars 

Number of passenger train cars equipped with power brakes .... 
Number of passenger train cars equipped with improved quick 

acting brakes 

Number of passenger train cars heated by direct steam 

Number of passenger train cars heated by steam heaters. 

Number of passenger train cars heated by common stoves. . 

Number freight cars ... 

Number of freight cars equipped with power brakes 

Number equipped with automatic couplers 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State reckoned as single track 

Number of regular stopping places in this State 

Number of flag stations 

Number of stopping places provided with station buildings 

Whole number of street or hi&:hway grade crossings in this State . 
Number guarded by gates and flagmen 



27,622 54 

74 47 

None. 

53,991 36 

53,916 89 

None. 

2,286 89 

13,400 00 

13,400 00 

3,680 97 

None. 

All. 

80,092 19 

80.092 19 

10,194 

75,793 

2 

2 

2 

2 

None. 
1 

None. 

None. 
2 

None. 

None. 
2 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 

None. 



APPENDIX. 



41 



Number guarded by flagmen only 

Number where electric bells are used 

Number of farm or private grade crossings 

Number of bridges in this State 

Number built of stone 

Number built of iron 

Number built of wood , . . . 

Nymber combination 

Number of new bridges built during the year 

Cost of new bridges built during the year 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of new stations built during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State. . 
Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on the track killed 

Number of persons walking on the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Average rate of fare per mile, local tickets '. . 

Average rate of fare per mile, commutation tickets 



2 

None. 
None. 

1 
None. 
None. 

1 
None. 
None. 
None. 
12 
1.128 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 

2 

25 

2ct8. 

None. 
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RETURNS 



OF THE 



STREET RAILWAY COMPANIES 



For the Year Ending June 30, 1893. 



RETURN OF UNION RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Incorporated February 2, 1865. 



OFFICERS. 

Nelson W. Aldricb President Providence, R. I. 

A. T. Potter . General Manager ** 

C. A. Babcock Treasurer ** 

H. V. A. Joslin Secretary " 

DIRECTORS. 

Nelson W. Aldricb Providence, R. I. 

Benjamin A. Jackson 

Cbarles H. Perkins 

Gorbam P. Pomroy 

George W. R. Mattesou 

Nicbolas Sbeldon 

Artbur H. Watson 



I 
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Returns for tlve Tear Ending June SO, 1893, 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) .". . . $2,000,000 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred).. None. 

Funded debt 25,000 00 

Floating debt 552,197 77 

Total gross debt 577,197 77 

Construction account 1,072,712 12 

Equipment account 628,865 19 

All other assets 1,392,893 43 

Total property and assets 3,094,470 74 

Receipts passenger department 1,028,703 50 

Receipts from all other sources 4,559 44 

Total receipts 1,033.262 94 

Operating expenses 301,290 57 

Interest paid within the year . . , 6,451 45 

Taxes paid within the year 27,150 91 

Salaries and wages of employees 521,948 55 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures ' 856,841 48 

Net earnings 176.421 46 

Rate and amount of dividend paid (6 per cent.) 120,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 517,272 97 

Surplus at beginning of year 460,851 51 

Expended during year for new rolling stock . 78,925 85 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 30,905 32 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 845,708 49 

Rolling stock account at end of year 424,634 34 

Expended for maintenance of way ... 88,501 69 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account All. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 896,028 49 

Balance of construction account at end of year 1,072,712 12 

Total number of passengers carried during year 20,729,417 

Number of horses 1,390 

Number of motor cars 49 

Number of passenger cars 285 

Total length of road in miles (main track) 57.178 

Miles of road in this State (main track). 57.178 

Miles of track in this State 74.143 
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Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured . . . 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Rate of fare 



None. 
None. 
None. 

3 
None. 
None. 

1 

None. 

None. 

None. 

1,100 

5 cts. 
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RETURN OF PAWTUCKET STREET RAILWAY COMPANY. 

iDCorporated July 18, 1885. 



OFFICERS. 



President Nelson W. Aldrich Providence, R. I. 

Vice-President A. H. Littlefield Pawtucket, li. I. 

Treasurer. E. N. Littlefield 

Secretary and Gen. Manager . . Charles F. Luther 



<t 



<< 



DIRECTORS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich Providence, R. I. 

A. H. Littlefield . .Pawtucket, R. I. 

D. L. Goff 

L.B.Goff 

William G. Roelker. Providence, R. I. 

A. T. Potter: 



Beiurnsfar the Tear Ending June SO, 189S. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $200,000 00 

Capital stock actually paid in (preferred) '. . None. 

Funded debt None. 

Floating debt 225,000 00 

Total gross debt 225,000 00 

Construction account '. 244,774 07 

Equipment account 108,271 70 

All other assets 76.968 22 

Total property and assets .* 480,013 99 

Receipts passenger department 98.864 75 

Receipts from all other sources 1,370 92 

Total receipts 100.235 67 

Operating expenses ; 32,109 90 



APP^ENDIX. 



49 



Interest paid within the year • 8,784 06 

Taxes paid within the year 1,414 67 

Salaries and wages of employees 51,496 23 

All other expenditures 3,025 29 

Total expenditures 96,830 15 

Net earnings , 3,405 52 

Rate and amount of dividend paid None. 

Surplus after paying dividend None. 

Surplus at beginning of year 5,01 3 99 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 38,081 40 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 2,858 57 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 37,829 46 

Rolling stock account at end of year 75,910 86 

Expended for maintenance of way 1 ,080 64 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account - All. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 193,913 66 

Balance of construction account at end of year 244,774 07 

Total number of passengers carried during the year 1,976,661 

Number of horses 143 

Number motor cars 15 

Number of passenger cars (23 box, 12 open) 35 

Total length of road in miles 14.2 

Miles of road in this State 14.2 

Miles of track in this State 15.3 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 300 

Number of ties laid during the year 10,000 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State None. 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings in this State. . . ... None. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed None. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured None. 

Number of employees killed None. 

Number of employees injured None. 

Average number of persons employed in this State 104 

Rate of fare 5 cts. 

7 
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RETURN OF WOONSOCKET STREET RAILWAY COMPANY 

* Incorporated June 4, 1886. 



OFFICERS. 

J. P. Ray President Franklin, Mass. 

Walter Whittlesey Treasurer Chelsea, Mass. 

J. M. Klingelsmith General Manager Boston, Mass. 

H. M. Young Superintendent Woonsocket, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

Thomas Martin Chelsea, Mass. 

E. K. Ray Unionville, Mass. 

Walter Whittlesey Chelsea, Mass. 

J. P. Ray Franklin, Mass. 

J. M. Klingelsmith Boston, Mass. 



Returns for tlie Tear Ending June 30, 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $100,000 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt 59,000 00 

Floating debt 20,482 06 

Total gross debt 79,482 06 

Construction account 151,609 20 

Equipment account ' , 1;;3,549 60 

All other assets 4,444 73 

Total property and assets 168,603 53 

Receipts passenger department 29,597 75 

Receipts from all other sources 156 88 

Total receipts 29,754 63 

Operating expenses 13,662 88 

Interest paid within the year , , . 093 4^ 
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Taxes paid within the year . 

Salaries and wages of employees 

All other expenditures 

Total expenditures 

Net earnings 

Rate and amount of dividend paid 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of 3'ear 

Expended during year for new rolling stock. ... 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock . 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year ... 

Expended for maintenance of way. 

How much of last amount charged to construction account 

, How much of same charged to expense account , 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year -. 

Balance of construction account at end of year 

Total number of passengers carried during the year 

Number of horses 

Number of motor or grip cars 

Nuqaber of passenger cars 

Total length of road in miles 

Miles of road in this State 

Miles of track in this State 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year. - 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this Slate 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings , 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured 

Number of employees killed 

Number of employees injured 

Average number of persons employed in this State 

Rate of fare 



440 50 

12,945 42 

500 28 

2b,242 49 

1,512 14 

None. 

None. 

None. 

1,000 00 

1,557 55 

None. 

None. 

4,978 90 

3,000 00 

1,978 90 

None. 

None. 

591,955 

60 

None. 

16 

7 

6 

6 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

23 

5 cts. 
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RETURN OF NEWPORT STREET RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Incorporated July 30, 1888, 



OFFICERS. 



A. C. Titus President Newport, R. I. 

Francis Burdick Secretary and Treas 

*W. A. Brown Superintendent 



ii 



<( 



DIRECTORS. 

A. C. Titus Newport, R. I. 

T. T. Pitman. . .- 

A. 8. Sherman * ** 

G. B. Reynolds 

D. Baker 

J.P.Sanborn 

G. R. Chase Middletown, R. I. 



f 



144,351 48 



Returns for the Te^ir Ending June 30, 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $77,000 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred) 30,000 00 

Funded debt 50,000 00 

Floating debt 4,387 77 

Total gross debt 54,387 77 

Construction accounf. 

Equipment account 

All other assets 16,592 22 

Total property and assets 160,943 70 

Receipts passenger department 39,004 38 

Receipts from all other sources 586 78 

Total receipts 39,591 16 

Operating expenses 15,077 40 

* W. A. Brown was Superintendeat Jane 30, but left the middle of July, A. C. Ralph taking his 
place. 



APPEKDIX. 



53 



Interest paid within the year 2,531 50 

Taxes paid within the year 617 58 

Salaries and wages of employees. ... 13,062 44 

All other expenditures 3,246 38 

Total expenditures 34,535 30 

Net earnings 5,055 86 

*Rate and amount of dividend paid (7 per cent.) 7,000 00 

Surplus after paying dividend 

Surplus at beginning of year 662 57 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 7,000 00 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock (included in 

operating expenses) 3,835 57 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year None. 

Rolling stock account at end of year None. 

Expended for maintenance of way.. 2,180 42 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account All. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year None. 

Balance of construction account at end of year None. 

Total number of passengers carried during the year 807,154 

Number of motor or grip cars 9 

Number of trailer cars 6 

Total length of road in miles 4.17 

Miles of road in this State ' 4 17 

Miles of track in this State : 4. 17 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year None. 

Number of ties Jaid during the year (about) 300 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 1 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings .None. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed None. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured. . . . None. 

Number of employees killed None. 

Number of employees injured — None. 

Average number of persons employed in this State 20 

Rate of fare 5 cts. 

*The fiscal year of the railroad company correspondfi with the calender year. The dividend was 
voted and paid in the latter part of 1892 on the earnings of the year. 
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RETURN OF PROVIDENCE CABLE TRAMWAY COMPANY. 



Incorporated July 24, 1884. 



OFFIGBRS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich. President Providence, R. I. 

A. T. Potter General Manager 

C. A. Babcock Treasurer 

H. V. A. Joslin Secretary 

M. H. Bronsdon Superintendent 



tt 



it 



(( 



<( 



DIRECTORS. 

Nelson W. Aldrich . . . ; Providence, R. I. 

Benjamin A. Jackson 

Charles H. Perkins 

Qorham P. Pomroy , 

George W. R. Matteson 

Nicholas Sheldon. 

Arthur H. Watson 



Beturnsfor the Tea/r Ending June SO, 189S. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred) 

ft 

Funded debt 

Floating debt 

Total gross debt. 

Construction account 

Equipment account 

All other assets 

Total property and assets 

Receipts passenger department 

Receipts from all other sources. 



|800,/)00 00 

None. 

None. 

430 00 

420 00 

167.810 27 

116,010 03 

77,851 00 

361,671 30 

152,210 60 

None. 
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Total receipts 152,210 60 

Operating expenses 72,744 07 

Interest paid within the year 83 22 

Taxes paid within the year 2,000 30 

Salaries and wages of employees 50,382 56 

All other expenditures None. 

Total expenditures 125,210 15 

Net earnings 27,000 45 

Rate and amount of dividend paid None. 

Surplus 61,251 30 

Surplus at beginning of year 34,250 85 

Expended during year for new rolling stock None. 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling stock 4,295 29 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 61,767 73 

Rolling stock account at end of year 61,767 73 

Expended for maintenance of way 7,443 04 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account All. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 167,810 27 

Balance of construction account at end of year . . 167,810 27 

Total number of passengers carried during the year 3,044,212 

Number of horses 147 

Number of motor or grip cars 14 

Number of passenger cars 44 

Total length of road in miles (main track) 3.105 

Miles of road in this State (main track) 3.105 

Miles of track in this State 3.428 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year None. 

Number of ties laid during the year None. 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State 5 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings None. 

Number of- persons walking on or crossing the track killed 1 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured None. 

Number of employees killed None. 

Number of employees injured . . None. 

Average number of persons employed in this State 95 

Rate of fare 5 cts. 
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RETURN OF INTERSTATE STREET RAILWAY COMPANY. 

Incorporated May, 1891. 



OFFICERS. 

H. M. Daggett, Jr President Attleboro, Mass. 

William N. Otis Treasurer Providence, R. I. 

George E Webster Secretary East Providence, R. I. 

DIRECTORS. 

H. M. Daggett, Jr Attleboro, Mass. 

William N. Otis. Providence, R. I. 

William A. Walton 

Henry W. Harvey 

William H. Haskell Pawtucket, R I. 

Edward C. Dubois East Providence, R. I. 

Peter Nerney Attleboro, Mass. 

Charles P. Guild. North Attleboro, Mass. 



< ( 



<( 



Beturrhsfor the Tear Ending June 30, 1893. 

Capital Stock actually paid in (common) $362,500 00 

Capital Stock actually paid in (preferred) None. 

Funded debt None. 

Floating debt 327.645 80 

Total gross debt 327,645 80 

Construction account 481,930 21 

Equipment account 59,717 52 

All other assets 198,498 07 

Total property and assets 690,145 80 

Recieipts passenger department 39,023 10 

Receipts from all other sources 372 20 

Total receipts 39,395 30 
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Operating expenses 24,^0 24 

Interest paid within the year None. 

Taxes paid within the year None. 

Salaries and wages of employees 16,781 68 

Total expenditures 41,571 92 

Deficit 2,176 62 

Rate and amount of dividend paid None. 

Surplus after paying dividend None. 

Surplus at beginning of year. None. 

Expended during year for new rolling stock 21,758 98 

Expended during year for repairs of rolling: stock. . 4,248 99 

Rolling stock account at beginning of year 

Rolling stock account at end of year 59 717 52 

Expended for maintenance of way 2,397 91 

How much of last amount charged to construction account None. 

How much of same charged to expense account. All. 

Balance of construction account at beginning of year 318,143 09 

Balance of construction account at end of year 481,930 21 

Total number of passengers carried during the year 631,423 

Number of motor or grip cars 15 

Total length of road in miles. 22.74 

Miles of road in this State 4.41 

Miles of track in this State 4.63 

Tons of new steel rails laid during the year 

Number of ties laid during the year 

Number of passengers killed during the year in this State None. 

Number of passengers injured during the year in this State None. 

Number of persons killed at grade crossings None. 

Number of persons injured at grade crossings ' 1 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track killed None. 

Number of persons walking on or crossing the track injured . ... None. 

Number of employees killed '. None. 

Number of employees injured 2 

Average number of persons.em ployed in this State 31 

Average rate of fare 5 cts. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 



The correspondence of the ofiSce shows a constant increase. 

# 

Many letters hav^ been received from tax assessors and boards of 
valuation of other States, making enquiries concerning our methods 
of valuation, assessing and collecting taxes on the capital stock, 
rolling stock, receipts and real estate of railroad corporations. 
Complaints of all sorts of grievances ; requests for all kinds of in- 
formation ; recommendations for a great variety of supposed im- 
provements ; suggestions as to changes that the writers deem very 
essential ; and nearly every possible subject from a time-table to 
life-saving ropes and buoys at Tiverton railroad bridge, have been 
received and answered. I give herewith a small portion of the 
more important correspondence : 

Office of Railkoad Commissioner, 

Providencb, R I., Jan. 11, 1893. 
W. 8. Jones, Esc^., 

8upt. Prat). Division JH. Y. & N. E. R. R. 

Dear Sir : — Complaint has been made to me that in the evening, the gate on 

the north side of the Sabin street crossing, city of Providence, is open, the gate- 

tender haying gone off duty, while at the same time the gate-tender on the south 

side of the same crossing is at his post and lowers the gate at the approach of 

trains. On this account persons with teams approaching from the north side 

seeing the gate open drive upon the track only to find the south gate down, and 

are thereby subjected to great peril. I am also informed that the gate on the 

south side is under the charge of a,nd operated by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R* 

Co., while the one on the north side is under the charge of and operated by the 

N. Y. & N. E. R. R. Co. Will you inform me if this .has been correctly stated 

to me and oblige 

Yours respectfully, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Commisnoner of RailrocUls. 
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New York & New England Railroad Co., 

Providence, R. I., Jan. 23, 1893. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

B, B. Commissioner, Providence, B. L: 

Dear Sir :~Io aoawer to your letter of the lltb. The facts are as reported 
to you. Our last train passes that crossing at 8:40 P. M., and our regular gate- 
man is on until 6:30 P. M., and I have agate-tender attend to the crossing for our 
8:40 P. M. train ; but since receiving your letter I have arranged with the N. Y., 
N. H. & H. R. R. so that there will be a gate- tender on at that point both day 

and night. 

Yours truly, 

W. S. JONES, 

Superintendent. 

Town Clerk's Office, 
Warren, R. I., Jan. 21, 1898. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Bailroad Commissioner.: 

Dear Sir : — I am instmcted by Hon. C. H. Handy, president of the town 
council, to notify you that no flagmen are placed at the railroad crossings on 
South Main, Child, and Market streets at the arrival of the midnight trains from 
Providence on week nights ; that on this fact being reported to the president of 
the council he caused the police to observe these crossings last night, and they 
report that no flagman was at either crossing at the arrival of this train. These 
crossings are flagged at the passage of other trains. The council sometime ago 
passed an order for the Franklin street crossing to be flagged, which is now complied 
with so far as relates to the trains other than the midnight train. Yesterday 
afternoon the Joyce street crossing is reported to have been unflagged at the pas- 
sage of several trains. Mr. Handy instructs me to report to you for action or 
advice in your discretion, and asks me to request an early reply. 

I am not aware of any formal order having been passed by the council requir- 
ing any other crossing to be flagged than the Franklin street, as the others in the 
compact part of the town were supposed to be flagged at all trains then running. 
I give you these specific particulars as I suppose you will require them for your 
guidance. The midnight train, except on Saturdays, is a comparatively new one. 

Very respectfully^ 

C. B. MASON, 

Town Clerk. 
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Office of Railroad Commissioner, 
Providencb, R. I., Jan. 23, 1898. 
Hon. C. B. Mason, 

Town Clerk of Warren, JS. /. 
Dear Sir : — Your favor of 2l8t. received this day and contents noted. By 
sections 89 And 40, Chapter 158 of the Public Statutes, the whole matter of flag- 
men at grade crossings is in the hands of the Town Council, where said grade cross- 
ings are located. I presume this was so placed, because the Town Council being 
on the spot could judge better as to the necessity of such guards being placed, 
and the hours their services would be needed. If in the opinion of your Town 
Council additional flagmen are needed at grade crossings, or if they should be on 
duty more hours, the order of the Council to that effect, should be served on 
some Director of the Old Colony R. R<, living in Rhode Island. Perhaps an 
interview with the Superintendent might arrange the matter without going 
through the formality of an order, but this is for you to decide. 

Yours respectfully, 

E. L. FREEMAN. 

Commimoner of Railroads. 

New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Co.. 

Providence, R. I. March 8, 1898. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Bailroad Commimoner: 
Dear Sir : — Will you kindly inform me, if you have ever passed any order 
concerning the use, or style of cattle guards at highway grade crossings? I And 
no statute in Rhode Island requiring cattle guards of any kind, but am not cer- 
tain whether or not you have been called upon to act in such matter. An early 
reply will greatly oblige If you would like type written copy of evidence taken 
at Auburn accident investigation, will be pleased to furnish it. 

Yours truly, 

GEORGE W. H0BB8, 

Claim Agent. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner. 

Providence, R. I., March 11, 1893. 
Qeorob W. Hobbs, Esq., 

Claim Agent: 

Dear Sir :— Yours of 8th inst. duly received, and I hav^ called at your office 

twice to 8ee you, but you were oiit. I have not issued any order in regard to 

cattle>guards at highway crossings, and thus far the several railroads have looked 
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after this matter themselves. In regard to type written copy of evidence taken 
at Auburn accident investigation, I should like to have it ; I looked over the 
testimony in the Superintendent's office but did not have time to examine it. 

Yours respectfully, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Commi89ion&i' of Railroads, 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 
Providencb, R. I., April 4, 1893. 
W. S. Jones, Esq , 

Supt. Prondence & Springfield R. R. Co.: 
Dear Sir :— Complaint has been made to me by Mr. David E. Warner, a 
resident of Laurel Hill, Burrillville, who lives about one mile from the depot at 
Pascoag, that in building the extension of the Providence & Springfield R. R. 
across his farm the contractors have cut his drift- way down from 8 to tO feet and 
crossed at grade. He claims that when he sold the land, it was agreed that an 
overhead bridge should be built for his accommodation and safety, and that was 
one reason that he sold the land, about four acres, at a low price He claims that 
not only has it made a steep grade for his drive-way, very hard to ascend, and a 
cut which fills with snow, but that the banks are so high that in driving from his 
house to the railroad, the view of approaching trains is entirely cut off rendering 
it very dangerous. He says he drives a milk wagon, and there is considerable 
crossing to a ledge on his premises, and that his children are obliged to cross the 
railroad each day they go to school, and he is afraid they will get caught. Is 
there anything you can do in the matter? He says the purchaser of the land and 
the engineer both promised the bridge. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN. 

Commissioner of Railroads. 

New York «& New England Railroad Co., 

Pkovidence, R. I., April 10, 1893. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Railroad Commissioner, Providence, R.L: 

Dear Sir : — In answer to your letter of the 4th, relative to the extension of the 

Providence & Springfield Railroad through the lands of Mr. David E. Warner. 

Mr. Warner is mistaken in his statement to you that there was an agreement for 

an overhead bridge to be built, but on the contrary Mr. Warner signed an option 

(and deedl think) which says: ''Whereas the Railroad Company has recently 

staked out a new centre line of location through my land and thereby preventing 
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my having access to the lot of land on the south side of the railroad, I hereby 
auerU to the new line provided said Railroad shall buy the lot of land aforesaid at 
the same rate per acre as agreed upon for the location, namely tveenty-five dol- 
lars per acre, and, furthermore, a grade eromng at the lane shall have good cattle 
guards on both sides, put in by said Railroad Company, and the crossing made 
<:onvenient." This agreement was dated August 31st, 1892. Mr. Becker, who 
was engineer in charge, assures me that the grade was an improvement, although 
it is not yet finished is still in better shape than it was before the railroad was 

cut through. 

Yours truly, 

W. 8. JONES, 

Superintendent, 

Office of Railroad Commission br. 

Providence, R. I., April 7, 1893. 
I. D. Barton, Esq., 

General Manager N. T. d; N. E. B. B.: 
Dear Sir: — Your attention is hereby called to the condition of the tracks, 
etc., of your road, from the station in Woonsocket, R. I., to the State line, 
which I have this day examined. I find it in very poor condition and not eafe 
for the passage of trains at any ordinary rate of speed. The ties are worn out 
and in many cases rotten, so that spikes will not hold ; the spikes in many cases 
are sticking up from one half inch to one inch, and the road-bed is uneven and 
poorly ballasted. Many of the fish joints or plates are bolted to the rails but not 
spiked to the ties ; some of the rails are worn out, and the switches are in poor 
condition. The so-called station house is a disgrace to any railroad or to any 
community. Unless something is done immediately towards making the tracks, 
etc., safe, and there is a prospect of something being done for the safety ^nd con- 
venience of passengers in the station building, I shall be obliged to report the con- 
dition of affairs to the General Assembly. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Commissioner of Bailroads. 

New York & New England Railroad Co., 

Office of the General Superintedent, 

Boston, Mass., April 18, 1893. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

B. B. Commissioner J Providence, B I: 

Dear Sir : — Your letter of April 7th, addressed to the General Manager, has 

been received. I have had our superintendent walk over the track you refer to 

9 
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as being in a dangerous condition, and have instructed hin» to replace all the 
worn out ties and rails at once, and have the track properly spiked and put in 
good condition. 

As to the depot at Woonsocket, we have had plans prepared for the new 
building there, but nothing can be done in that direction until we are able to 
make some satisfactory arrangement for additional ground there. This matter is 
now in hand and receiving proper attention. At present I am unable to state 
how soon the ground may be acquired. Hoping this will be satisfactory, I remain 

Respectfully yours, 

I. D. BARTON, 

Qe7ieral Superintendent. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence. R. I., April 27, 1893. 
David E. Warner, Esq., 

Dear Sir : — In regard to your complaint against the Providence & Spring- 
field R. R., I made a full statement of your claim as made to me, to the Superin- 
tendent*, Mr. W. I. Jones, and received the following reply: "Mr. Warner is 
mistaken in his statement to you that there was an agreement for an overhead 
bridge to be built ; on the contrary Mr. Warner signed an option (and deed I 
think) which says ' whereas the Railroad Company has recently staked out a new 
centre line of location through my land, and thereby preventing my having access to 
the lot of land on the south side of the railroad. I hereby assent to the new line, 
provided said railroad shall buy the lot of land aforesaid at the same price per 
acre as agreed upon for the location, namely twenty-five dollars per acre, and 
furthermore a grade crossing- at the lane shall have good cattle guards on both 
sides, put in by said railroad company, and the crossing made convenient.' This 
agreement was dated August 31, 1892. Mr. Becker, the engineer in charge, as- 
sures me that the grade was an improvement, although it is not yet finished is 
still in better shape than it was before the railroad was cut through." 

In view of the above statement, I can hardly see where I can do anything to 
help you in this matter, though I should be glad to do so. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Commissioner of Railroads. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner. 

Providence, R. I., May 27, 1893. 
Albert T. Potter, Esq., 

General Manager Union Railroad Co.: 

Dear Sir :— I have been informed that at your turn-out on South Main street, 
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Providence, near ihe works of the Provideoce Steam Engine Co., there is a 
telegraph pole that is dangerous to paasengcrs and conductors, on account of its 
proximity to the track, especially since the open cars have been put on. If it is in 
your power to have this remedied, I trust you will attend to it, and if not, will 
you please inform me, that I may notify the city authorities, and oblige 

Respeetfull}' yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Commissioner of Eailroads. 

Office of Railroa.d Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., July 5, 1893. 

* 

Hon. Lucius Tuttle, 

Vice President N. F., N. H. & R. E. E.: 

Dear Sir:— I enclose copies of Chapters 1207, 1208, 1209, as passed by the 
Qeneral Assembly of Rhode Island, and would suggest that all train-men, gate- 
tenders, flagmen and station agents on your lines iu this State should be notified, 
especially in regard to the provisions of Chapter 1207, as I saw the other day a 
crossing obstructed, so that neither passengers nor teams could pass for more 
than ten minutes, and when I asked the gate-tender in relation to it, he replied 
that he had not received any orders about it. I would also suggest that it would 
be a good idea to have the provisions of Chapter 1208 printed and stuck up in 
stations and near signals and switches, for information and for the prevention of 
misdemeanors. The provision prohibiting walking on the track under penalty, 
etc., was in the Chapter when it was passed by the Senate, but was stricken out 
by the House of Representatives. It might be well also to have section 1 of 
Chapter 1208 posted up in the cars and stations for a while until the law becomes 
known to the travelling public. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Commissioner of Eailroads. 

New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Co., 

Vice-President's Office, 
New Haven, Conn., July 6, 1893. 
E. L. Freeman, Esq , 

Eailroad Commissioner, Providence, E. L: 
Dear Sir : — Acknowledging yours of 5th inst. I am very much obliged for 
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tbe suggestions coDtained in your letter and will at once take the matter up and 
have notices issued to our men and posted at station houses, etc., as you suggest. 

Yours truly, 

LUCIUS TUTTLE, 

Vice-President. 

Office of Railroad Commission^sr, 

Providence, R. I., Sept. 19, 1893. 
Isaac N. Marshall, Esq., 

8upt, Old GoUmy Division K. Y., I^. II. & II. R. R.: 

Dear Sir : — I would call your attention to the fact that the Old Colony train 

that left Providence this morning at 10 o'clock ran by the station at 10:11 o'clock 

this forenoon, while local train, Worcester Division, which leaves Lonsdale at 10 

A. M., due in Central Falls at 10:09, was at the station. The local train had 

stopped, but its locomotive was in front of the door of the gentlemen's room at 

the station, when the other train came by between it and the depot. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Vmnmissioner of Railroads. 

New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Co., 

Superintendent's Office, Providence Division, 

Boston, Mass., Sept. 22, 1893. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, Esq., 

Commissioner of Railroads^ Providence, R. L: 

Dear Sir : — I beg to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 19th, and will take 

the matter up at once with the train men. I presume it may be possible, that 

engineman of train leaving Providence at 10 o'clock seeing south bound train 

stop, in the position in which you say it was made, thought it had stopped there 

on purpose to let him by, without being stopped, as the north bound train, was 

an express train, in reference to Central Falls station. I thank you for calling 

my attention to this. 

Yours, etc., 

ISAAC N. MARSHALL, 

Superintendent. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 
Providence, R. I., Oct. 9, 1893. 
E. G. Allen, Esq., 

General Superintendent Old Colony System: 
Dear Sir :— I have received a batch of back reports of accidents, but there are 
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still quite a number of wbich I have bad no official report. July 18, tbe body of 
a man was found in tbe freight yard at Fox Point, Providence, supposed to be 
that of a freight brakeman. July 18 a man was killed and another injured by Old 
Colony train near Horton's Grove, about 10:15 P. M. August 2 a man was killed 
by Old Colony train near Tin bridge, Central Falls. August 14, Mrs. Eliza J. 
Costello was killed by an Old Colony train. August 30, a man was killed by 
Old Colony train near Tin bridge. Central Falls. August 6, a boy was struck and 
injured in freight yard. Providence. 

There have been so many changes of officials that I am not quite sure who is 
the proper one for me to make complaints to, or apply to for information. 
There are a great many loose ends in nmning of trains, etc., which I have hoped 
would be picked up, but my hopes have not been fulfilled. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Commissioner of Railroads, 

New York, New Haven & Hartfokd Railroad, 
Old Coix)ny System, 

Qenbral Superintendent's Office, 
Boston, Mass., October 10, 1893. 
Hon. E. L. Freeman, 

Bailroad Commissioner*, State of Rhode Island, Providence, H. I.: 

Dear Sir: — I beg to acknowledge your favor of October 9th, in which you 
speak of several accidents which have not been reported to your office, and in re- 
gard to which I beg to say that the only reason they were not reported to you 
was because we have had no report of them in this office, and I have taken the 
matter up with the Superintendents in interest, and will have the reports made 
and sent to you as soon as received, and will further advise that we intend to 
give you prompt reports of all accidents occurring within your State. 

I note what you say about lack of knowledge as to whom to make complaints, 
or to apply for information, owing to the many changes in officers since the con- 
solidation of the Old Colony and New Haven Roads, and for your personal in- 
formation I beg to say that I shall take great pleasure at any and all times in 
giving you full reports of any and all matters which may be of interest to you. 

I also note wherein you say " there are many loose ends in running of trains, 
etc.," and will say that they have not yet come to my notice. If you will kindly 
point out any special instance will give the matter prompt attention. 



I 
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Shall be glad to bear from you frequently and any suggestion tbat you may 

make will receive consideration. 

Yours very truly, 

E. G. ALLEN, 

General Superintendent. 

Pall River, Mass., Oct. 9, 1893. 

16 Oregon Street. 
Dear Sir: — Please take note of tbese few lines. You ougbter send some one 
down to Tiverton and look at tbe Railroad bridge. I call it a dangerous place, 
and something to save life ougbter to be placed there ; there oughter be a life 
buoy or rope if nothiDg more if I am a proper judge. I have served my time in 
the U. S. N. and think I oughter know something about a bad hole like this. 
I know there is two or three men gets drownded every Sunday this summer. 
The tide runs about 8 miles per hour and had oughter be something done ; there 
is a great many folks goes over this place to their summer residence. Send a man 
over and look at this place. Give ine a answer soon. 

SAMUEL GODFREY. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. L October 13, 1893. 
Mr. Samuel Godfrey: 

Dear Sir : — Yours of October 9, duly received ; if I understand your com- 
plaint it is that the Old Colony R. R. Co. does not furnish life-saving apparatus 
for the protection of persons who are using the railroad bridge at Tiverton as a 
highway, and may be thrown into the water by trains. There is nothing in the 
laws of any state so far as I know that would require any Railroad Company to 
protect trespassers who are using either railroad tracks or bridges as a highway. 
Any person who walks on a railroad track or across a railroad bridge does so at 
his own risk, and as Railroad Commissioner for the State of Rhode Island, I have 

no jurisdiction in the matter. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Commissioner of Railroads. 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Oct. 18, 1893. 
E. G. Allen, Esq., 

General Superintendent Old Colony System: 

Dear Sir: — Yours of 10th inst. received. You write that the ''loose ends" 

to which 1 referred have not come to your notice and ask for special instances. 



APPENDIX. 71 

etc. It Is a common practice to run trains by each other at stations. For in- 
stance, yesterday, Oct. 12, at Pawtucket at 2:43 P. M. the N. Y. Shore Line 
train from Boston and a long O. C. freight train passed each other directly in 
front of the station, both -going at regular rates ; only four minutes afterwards 
two long freight trains passed each other directly in front of station. The excuse 
given is that none of these trains stop there, and therefore it makes no difference 
where they pass each other. Owing to the fact that one man had been killed, and 
there have been many narrow escapes, at this station, I notified, in October, 1800, 
Mr. Kendrick and also Mr. Gardiner that I did not think the rule in force was 
sufficiently explicit, and on the 18th of the same month he issued special notice 
No. 78, the concluding portion of which was as follows: "Commencing at 
once, all north bound trains finding a train at Pawtucket Station will come to a 
full stop south of Broad street crossing, and will not proceed until the rear car 
of the south bound train has passed over Broad street crossing. Conductors and 
engineers will see that this rule as modified is strictly observed." This notice was 
also approved by Mr. Kendrick. I do not know whether it has been rescinded or 
not, if it has been rescinded it should be revived again and enforced. The New 
Bedford train that leaves Providence at 12:05 P. M. is due at Pawtucket at 12:16 ; 
the O. C. train that leaves Boston at 11 A. M. is due at Pawtucket at 12:15; this 
train generally has a large amount of baggage and express matter, so that it re- 
quires several minutes to get away. In the meantime the N. B. train has 
arrived, and if it is kept outside in accordance with special notice No. 78, it will be 
delayed from five to ten minutes, and its passengers may lose connections. To 
obviate this trouble, the conductor of the train from Boston will shut his car 
gates on the side next the incoming train, place a man at each end of bis train to 
warn persons approaching, and then motion the N. B. train to come in. It 
comes in, and as it has comparatively little business it pulls out leaving the other 
train there. The great bulk of the passengers at Pawtucket come from the east 
side, and if a person comes up from that side to take the N. B. train, and arrives 
there at the time the train is due, he finds another train between himself and the 
train he desires to take, and before he can walk around the two trains, as he 
must do, the gates on the inside of each train being shut, the train pulls out and 
he is left. In this case if the time of the train from Boston was changed so as to 
arrive at Pawtucket three minutes later, the train for N. B. would always get 
away before the other arrived, and this trouble and danger would be avoided. 
Several complaints have been made to me that very often the express which 
leaves Boston at 8:10 P. M. meets the local train which leaves Providence at 4:00 
at the station at Woodlawn and runs at full speed between it and the station 
while passengers are taking or leaving the cars. This I think ought not to be 
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allowed. I know it is a difficult matter to arrange a time-table so that the many 
trains that run between the Boston switch and Providence shall not interfere 
with each other, and I do not wish to make unnecessary complaints but if some 
official familiar with the locality would give his whole time for one week to a 
personal observation of the manner in which the trains are run on this section of 
the road, he would be obliged to admit that there are many * Moose ends/' and 
I have no doubt that some plan would be arranged by which they would be 
" picked up" and the safety and convenience of the passengers be enhanced. 

Truly yours, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Commissioner of Railroads, 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Oct. 20, 1893. 
Isaac N. Marshall, Esq., 

Superintendent Providence Division 0. C. R. R. : 

Dear Sik : — Yours of 17th inst. with various papers attached, received. 

My informant was not mistaken for the informant was myself. With several 
gentlemen I stood on the track and saw the whole transaction. As you are 
aware the crossing at Central Falls is virtually at the station and used by pas- 
sengers to get on or off the cars. All southbound trains when stopped have one 
car on the crossing and if the train is a long one, with N. E. cars, one or two cars 
will be on the north side of the crossing. So the statement that the O. C. train 
passed the other at the crossing is partially correct. On the date in question the 
O C. train came nearly to a stop below the first bridge south of station. The 
other train was about an equal distance away on the other side, partially slowed 
down, but started up and was working steam. The O. C. began to work steam, 
and as the other train saw that, steam was shut off, the brakes set up, and the 
engine stopped in front of the ticket office, just as the O C. train rushed by 
between it and the station. 

Several times recently the O. C. train had gone by at about the time the other 
reached the crossing, but this morning it was as I have stated above. I have no 
desire to pursue the matter further, as the object I had in view is accomplished. 

Since the above date these trains have been handled properly in approaching 

the station. My only interest in the affair was to prevent accident, and I feared 

that unless more care was exercised in passing each other at this station, some 

one would be hit. 

Yours truly, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 
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WiCKFORD, R. I., August 15, 1893. 
Hon. E L. Freeman, 

Railrocid Commismner: 

Dear Sir : — At a meeting of the Town Council of the town of North Kings- 
town, R. I., holden at the Town Hall in said town on the I4th day of August 
A. D. 1893, and 

Whereas complaints have been made to said Council by various persons in re- 
gard to a dangerous crossing next southerly of the Wickford Junction Station, on 
N. Y.,N. H. &H. R. R.. 

It is therefore ordered and decreed by said Council that, it is necessary that a 
flagman be stationed at said crossing to flag all trains passing over said crossing 
in the day time. 

It is also ordered and decreed that the Town Clerk cause notice to be given you to 
that effect, agreeable to Chapter 1207, Section 2 of the Public Laws of this State. 

Also, to inform you that various complaints are being made to the Council in 
regard to obstruction of public travel by placing gales at Davisville and Slocum- 
ville that do not work properly, and by withdrawing the flagmen from said 
places, is a matter for your consideration, and respectfully request you to con- 
sider the same, agreeable to Chapter 1209, Section 1 of the Public Laws of this 
State. 

Notice is hereby given you as above. 

ATTEST, CHARLES T. CROMBE, 

Town Clerk, 

Office of Railroad Commissioner, 

Providence, R. I., Nov. 18, 1893. 
Charles T. Crombe, Esq., 

T<ywn Clerk of Town of North Kingstown: 
Dear Sir : — Your favor of 16th inst. received and contents noted. I will con- 
sult with the proper railroad authorities in regard to their refusal to put a flag- 
man at the point referred, but suppose it was on account of the fact that, there 
is no crossing of a "public highway" as provided and designated in Chapter 158, 
Public Statutes. Whether or not the place designated by you as Swamptown 
Crossing will come under the provision of Chapter 1207, Public Laws, is probably 
a matter to be passed upon by the Courts. I shall be glad to do anything in my 
power to lessen the dangers which travellers either by road or rail are subjected 
to, and will give the subject early attention. 

Yours truly, 

E. L. FREEMAN, 

Railroad Commissioner. 

10 
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The following acts were passed by the General Assembly at its 
January Session, 1893. 

CHAPTER 1207. 

An Act in Addition to and in Amendment op Chapter 158 of the 
Public StAtutks. **0p Railroad Corporations." 

It is enacted hy the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. No railroad corporatioD, nor its servants or agents, shall wilfully 
or negligently obstruct or unnecessarily use or occupy a highway, town-way, or 
street, nor in any case at a street or highway grade crossing, with cars or engines 
for more than five minutes at one time; and whenever a highway, town-way, or 
street has been thus used or occupied with cars or engines, no railroad corpora- 
tion shall again use or occupy the same with cars or engines until a sufficient 
time, not less than three minutes, has been allowed for the passage across the said 
railroad of such travelers as were ready and waiting to cross when the former 
occupation ceased. For every violation of the provisions of this section the cor- 
poration shall be fined not less than twenty-five nor more than one hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 2. At any point where a highway, town -way, or traveled place is crossed 
at the same level by a railroad, where a gate or flag-man is not maintained, the 
railroad commissioner may, after notice to and hearing of the railroad corporation 
whose road so crosses, direct in writing that such crossing shall be furnished 
with such electric signal or signals as he shall decide the better security of human 
life or the convenience of the public travel requires, and the corporation shall 
comply with such order. If said railroad corporation shall refuse or neglect to 
comply with said order within three months from the date thereof, it shall be 
fined twenty-five dollars for each day that said refusal or neglect shall continue, 
unless it shall furnish reasons satisfactory to said railroad commissioner for said 
refusal or neglect. Nothing in this section shall be so construed as to repeal or 
amend sections. 39 or 40 of Chapter 158 of the Public Statutes. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect on and after its passage. 
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CHA.PTER 1208. 

An Act in Addition to Chaptek 242 of the Public Statutes, '*0f 

Offences Against Private Property " 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. Whoever wilfully or maliciously stops or causes to be stopped a 
train on a railroad, for the purpose of euteriug, leaving, or wantonly delaying 
the same, shall be fined not less than five nor more than fifty dollars. 

Sec. 2. Whoever wilfully throws or shoots a missile at a locomotive engine, 
or railroad or street railway car, or at a person on buch engine or car, or in any 
way assaults or interferes with a conductor, engineer, brakeman, driver, or 
motorman while in discharge of his duty on or near a railroad engine, car, or 
traiu, or on or near a street railway car, shall be fined not less than five nor more 
than one hundred dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail not less than three 
months nor more than one year. 

Sec 8. Whoever unlawfully and intentionally injures, molests, or destroys 
any electric or other signal of a railroad corporation, or any line, wire, post, or 
other structure or mechanism used in connection with such signal on a railroad, 
or destroys, or in any way interferes with the proper working of such signal, 
shall be punished by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by imprisonment 
not exceeding two years. 

Sec 4. This act.shall take effect on and after its passage. 



CHAPTER 1209. 



An Act in Amendment of and in Addition to Chapter 158 of the 
Public Statutes, "Of Railroad Corporations. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. All railroads in this state crossing any other railroad at grade shall 
be operated at such crossing subject to, and in accordance with, such reasonable 
rules and regulations as tha railroad commissioner shall from time to time 
prescribe. 

Sec 2. The town and city councils of the several towns and cities shall have 
power, from time to time, to make such reasonable rules and regulations with 
reference to the rate of speed and mode of operation of railroads in the streets 
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and highways of such respective towns and cities ; such rules and regulations to 
receive the approval in writing of the railroad commissioner. 

Sec. 3. Every corporation which maintains or uses railroad tracks in any street 
or highway in any town or city in this state shall be liable to keep and maintain in 
good order and repair, including paving and repaying whenever and wherever 
necessary, that portion of any street or highway occupied by its railroad and 
eighteen inches outside of any of its rails, in order tliat such streets and high- 
ways may be safe and convenient for travellers with their teams, carts, and car- 
riages at all times, and the extent of such liability shall not be varied : Provided, 
however, that the character of such paving, repaving, and repairing shall be such 
as is from lime to time fixed by the town or city councils of the respective towns 
and cities ; and jwovided further, that nothing herein contained shall relieve any 
railroad corporation from the payment of any sum of money which it is now re- 
quired by law to pay to any town or city for the use and occupancy of the 
streets and highways in such town or city. 

Sec. 4. All railroads upon any street or highway in any town or city in this 
state shall be laid out, constructed, used, and continued therein under the terms 
and conditions named in this act, and all acts and parts of acts, and all orders 
and ordinances, inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed, and this act shall take 
effect immediately. 



NATIONAL CONVENTION. 



The fifth annual convention of the Railroad Commissioners of 
the United States was held on the 19th and 20th of Aprils at the 
rooms of the Interstate Commerce Commission, Washin^on, D. 
C. Nineteen States were represented by thirty-six commissioners ; 
all the members of the Interstate Commerce Commission were 
present, with the Secretary, Auditor, Statistician and "Docket 
Clerk. The Association of American Railway Accounting Officers 
was represented by six members of the executive committee. 
Representatives of the Railway Review, Chicago, Railroad Gazettey 
N. Y., the United Press and the Washington daily papers were 
present. 

Hon. George M. Woodruff of Connecticut called the convention 
to order as follows : 

Gbntlsmen : The hour for which this meeting was called has arrived, aud it 
becomes us who are engaged in the regulation of railroads to be as prompt as we 
expect those to be who are engaged in their operation. It was expected until 
this morning that Mr. Jervey, who was Chairman of the Committee to call the 
Convention, would open the session and give a promised address ; aud all of us 
who have had the pleasure of meeting him in past sessions, and, I might say, the 
pleasure also of sitting under him as the presiding officer last year, will regret 
exceedingly that we have to lose both the interest and profit that we should have 
had if we had listened to that address. 

So far as calling you to order is concerned, it is a duty which devolving on me 
as second in control, is easily performed. 80 far as thie address is concerned, 
you must excuse me from that duty ; but, in glancing back over the four years 
since we first met here, there are some matters that present themselves to us that 
we cannot overlook. We all remember that at that time the work of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission itself had hardly passed the experimental stage. 
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Now it has vindicated its right to live. At that time many were questioning 
both the right and advantage of State and National regulation. I think that 
sentiment has universally passed away, and the law, under which the Interstate 
Commerce Commission was organized, has, notably in the past year, received 
amendments which will greatly increase its efficiency, and we may ourselves feel 
that we have contributed something to bring about that result. At that time, also, 
as you know, there was absolutely no uniformity in the mode of railroad account- 
ing and no uniform plan or period covered in making reports. We will all agree 
that the basis for intelligent action is this uniform system of accounting, and, 
unless we can have both uniformity in time and in manner, we have nothing of 
value on which to rely. Now, I believe the form adopted by the Intersta,te Com- 
merce Commission, as amended by us in our meetings, has become practically 
universal, and also that the time covered by the railroad companies, in making 
their reports, has very largely, although not so universally, been made to con- 
form to t]ie time covered in this form. 

I think, however, that we may say the crowning glory of our work up to this 
time has been the passage at the last session of Congress of the Act in regard to 
safety appliances. The work of our State commissions varies in importance in 
different parts of the country, and certain departments are made more conspicuous 
in some sections. Regulation of rates is the prominent work in some portions, 
while police regulations more engross others, but whatever our special duties, we 
all agree that this Act, to which I have referred, is the most important one which 
we have secured by our action. And while so many gentlemen are entitled to 
praise for their services herein, beginning with our old friend Mr. Coffin, no one 
will begrudge the praise that has been given our Secretary for his untiring efforts, 
which only ceased with the passage of the Act ; and you will be glad to know 
that the Legislature of his native State has so appreciated his services as to pass 
resolutions of thanks to him, an honor which, if I am not mistaken, has not be- 
fore been conferred, except in some half dozen instances, in the history of the 
Slate of Massachusetts. 

Although we have done much, the work to be accomplished is still more ; the 
topics proposed for our consideration at this time alone would be ample to occupy 
our time and engage our best services and efforts for some days, and there may 
be other topics suggested. I feel confident that the same care and wisdom in 
their consideration and tlic same judicious admixture of progress and conserva- 
tism which has marked our past action, will characterize this meeting. Then 
what we do will prove an aid to wise legislation, both in our own States and by 
the National Congress. And in that way, too, we shall aid in securing an ap- 
proach, at least, to that perfection in railroad regulation, which may be said, 
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possibly, to be the goal of our ambition. I am sure, if 1 may be allowed to 
quote the words, that we will all agree to the idea expressed in the closing sen- 
tence of the communication which Judge Cooley so kindly sent us at our last 
meeting, in which he says, " that the more perfect is railroad regulation, the less 
we shall hear of transportation by rail being made a government function ; the 
general Government making purchase of all the roads and entering upon a course 
which will lead, we know not where or into what disasters." 

After calling the roll Mr. Woodruff was elected chairman, W. S. 
Cantrell, of Illinois, assistant chairman, Edward A. Moseley, sec- 
retary and Martin S. Decker, assistant secretary. 

A committee was appointed on the order of business, and the 
subject brought up was the report of the Committee on Reason- 
able Rates, presented by its Chairman, Mr. Dey of Iowa, as 
follows : 

"The committee on reasonable rates appointed by this convention made in the 
years 1891 and 1892 very full, clear and able reports. They discussed, after the 
fullest research and examination of authorities and decisions upon the subject, 
the power of the legislature to fix a standard of reasonable rates and the right to 
delegate that authority to commissioners. They proved that fixing the standard 
of rates is an administrative, not a judicial act. They admit, however, that in 
the exercise of this legislative control, there is a limit that may not be passed, 
* the power to regulate must not be exercised to confiscate the property.* Rail- 
way companies may not be prevented from earning enough money to pay operat- 
ing expenses, maintenance of the property and equipment, and sufficient to meet 
their liabilities as common carriers. The reports seem to make no distinction be- 
tween the rights of the bondholder and the stockholder and assume that their 
claims for consideration are upon the same basis. They criticise the rule laid 
down by Judge Brewer, ''that compensation or reward implies three things. 
First. Payment of cost of service. Second. Interest on bonded indebtedness. 
Third. Some dividend to stockholder." They state that the mileage rule for 
rates has been tried, but evidently conclude that it would be impracticable in this 
country of long-distance hauls. Having demonstrated who is empowered to de~ 
termine the reasonableness of rates, the next question arises, what elements 
should be considered? The answer is, " that this problem remains to be worked 
out on lines fair alike to private capital and the public welfare," practically, the 
answer is blank, and the reasonable rate which everybody concedes to >be the 
proper standard, each interest seeks to determine from its own standpoint. 
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The reports hold that regulation is not only a right, but a public duty. The 
local shipper should be protected from contributing to pay losses on competitive 
business ; his claims are the stronger because he is not in a position to make rates 
for himself. He must deal with the railroad and must pay the rates on the tariff 
sheets, he can deal with no one else. Our sense of justice is shocked with the 
idea that one party to a contract shall fix everything, and the other must submit 
without the possibility of appeal. The great evil of railroad rates is discrimina- 
tion ; stop this and you have accomplished more than has ever yet been done. 
Special rales to individuals, localities, and Hues of business, have built up and 
destroyed industries, enriched or bankrupted individuals, firms and corporations. 
This should be prevented and the power lodged somewhere to fully bring to light 
all transactions and prescribe the remedy for all discriminations. We agree with 
the reports that commissions are probably the most accessible means for ac- 
complishing this, with such powers added as may enable them to detect and pre- 
vent unjust discrimination. It is not here claimed that the railway companies 
voluntarily make these preferences with the intent to subvert one interest or 
build up another ; they are frequently the party yielding to an almost irresistible 
pressure. 

An illustration of what may, and often does, happen will make the situation 
clearer. At a time when there is no special demand for cars, and business 
generally is light, a commission firm in Chicago, Toledo or New York may have 
in transit to, or in store at, Kansas City, a large amount of grain. They go to 
the six or seven railways centering there and offer for shipment within a limited 
time, five hundred or perhaps one thousand cars. They demand a concession of 
rales and usually get it from one of the seven. As a business proposition the 
railway company that takes the grain at reduced rates under the conditions of 
this large additional volume of freight, has made more money by this transaction 
than the other six that refuse it. This firm reaps the profit of the concession to 
the injury of its competitors that pay full rates ; they remain large shippers and 
the others are driven out of business. As the shipper is primarily the criminal 
in the transaction and the railway company accessory, both seem to be protected 
from giving testimony when this case is sought to be investigated. 

Mr. Nimmo, in his argument in favor of " agreements as to the apportionment 
of competitive traffic," says : " The orderly and just administration of the rail- 
road transportation interests of the country ought to be protected against the 
efforts of large shippers and vicious commercial trusts and other combinations 
to induce unjustly discriminating rates in their own favor." " Rates reasonably 
remunerative to the carriers, common to all shippers, and steadily maintained, are 
fouiid to be infinitely better for the general good of the country, than much 
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lower rates UDJustly discriminatiDg and widely fluctuating, which inevitably run 
to disorder." He further states that he is a firm believer in " the doctrine which 
discards the idea of directing men how to go aright in the management of com- 
mercial and industrial affairs and claims that the exercise of governmental powers 
in such matters shall be confined as closely as possible to the prevention and 
punishment of wrongs." 

It cannot be too strongly impressed upon the minds of those considering the 
subject of reasonable rates, that unjust discrimination does the public infinitely 
greater harm than too high rates where all shippers are treated alike, and that this 
is the evil of all others to be guarded against. 

Poor's Manual is quoted on the over- capitalization of railways and the report 
of Mr. Wood Davis, who has estimated the value of the railways of the United 
States at $30,000 per mile (the inference is that they could be duplicated for that 
amount) and that between the years 1874 and 1888 that 80,572 miles of railway 
have been built from fictitious capital, and the earnings from this 80,572 miles 
have been $2,422,588,455. These statements are somewhat startling and with- 
out fuller knowledge of the means by which the values of the railways are ar- 
rived at we are at liberty tp receive them with some hesitation. 

It is said that the general Qovernment can borrow money at 3 per cent.; and, 
if so, the investors in railroad stocks and securities should be satisfied with an 
earning of from 3 to 5 per cent, on the money actually invested. Had the gen- 
eral Government or the States in the incipiency of these highways guaranteed 5 
per cent., or even 4 percent., on the cost, there would have been justice and 
propriety in limiting earnings to a low rate of interest on the cost. Instead of 
this the field was thrown open to competition, and without restrictions of any kind 
all were invited to enter. The capitalist who invested his money, if he succeeded 
in building his road, increased by his investment -the value of property in the 
country, the cities and towns through which it passed and those benefited by the 
road received an increased income from their property long before he received 
any return from his investment. If the venture was a failure, which was not 
uncommon, he lost his capital and interest together. Why then, should he be con- 
fined to a low rate of interest on actual capital? Why should he alone be de- 
barred from the increase of values made by. his enterprise? The rules of equity 
applied would seem to entitle him to some reward. In considering their earning 
capacity, the roads should have the advantage of the rise in value of their prop- 
erties if this is or should be an element in fixing reasonable rates. 

Take as an illustration certain leading roads running west from Chicago, their 

terminals in Chicago, Milwaukee. St. Paul, Minneapolis, Omaha and Kansas 

City could not be duplicated at any price. As compared with other and adjoin. 
11 
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ing property they are probably worth not less than one hundred millions ; they 
may not have originally cost more than one million. While others are receiving 
an income on the enhanced values of their properties should the owners of rail- 
way property alone be confined to a low rate of interest on actual cost? 

The New York Central and its connections, the Michigan Central and Lake 
Shore roads, form a line from Chicago to the seaboard with very light grades. It 
is possible that owing to the grades and light curvature, this line could carry 
freight this distance cheaper than its competitors, which cross high mountain 
ranges and encounter heavy grades and curvature. Should not these properties 
be entitled to the benefits of their natural advantages? Again, the Pennsylvania 
and Baltimore and Ohio reach tide water by a much shorter distance than the 
New York Central, they run through a region where the coal supply is abundant 
and much cheaper ; it may be that these circumstances more than compensate for 
the difference in gradients. If this be true, should not these roads^ irrespective 
of cost of construction, have the advantage of these conditions? 

No one at this day questions the right of the legislature. State or National, to 
fix a standard for reasonable rates, and require that rates shall not exceed this. 
Whoever is called upon to perform this duty, and it is one that demands the 
gravest and most serious consideration and the most thorough independence, is 
confronted with a popular sentiment that the railways represent no great value ; 
that their stocks are watered ; that these great properties in their development, the 
public knows not how, have robbed the communities that support them. They 
forget that these same railways will carry a barrel of flour from Chicago to New 
York (a thousand miles) for a less sum than a drayman will haul the same barrel 
of flour from the warehouse to the consumer. 

It is claimed, and is probably true, that immense fortunes have been accumu- 
lated in the development of the railway systems ; the Yanderbilts and Jay Gould 
are constantly harped upon. Cornelius Vanderbilt had accumulated a fortune of 
more than twenty millions before he ever bought a share of railway stock. His 
accumulations after that time were moderate as compared with this. His son and 
his grandsons in the thirty years that have followed have brought every railway 
property they have owned to the highest state of efticiency, and reduced the 
haulage of the same standard of goods to as low a rate as on any railway in 'the 
world. Mr'. Gould's fortune was the result of speculation, and his accumulations 
were in the main the losses of less sagacious operators. Had he speculated in 
grain and produce, his profits with the same sagacity would have been less only 
because the field was narrower. 

It has been repeated time and again that the cost of the property, the stock or 
bonds upon a road, the value, or the amount that it would cost to reproduce the 



properly, its grades aud il8 curvature, ils terniiuals aud their cost, have uo place 
acid never had any coosideration in making rates. The poorest road in the 
country ivhich perchance has been allowed by the rate-making power a higher 
rate on its traffic than its more fortunate competitors, is not asking better rates 
for itself, but for the higher class road. Competition is such that the better 
facilities of the better roads will naturally draw business from the poorer ones. 

The freight agent, when he sits down to figure a rate sheet, asks himself what 
rate will, with all the surroundings, ensure his road occupation, as near as pos- 
sible, to its full capacity with a margin of profit ; he knows if too high, the 
trafiic will not move or will go by other routes ; if too low, the more he moves 
the worse he is off. He begins by comparison with what has been charged under 
like conditions and circumstances and ends by comparison. The Slate official to 
whom this delicate duty has been confided begins by comparison with what other 
localities are charged aud other lines than those he deals with charge for similar 
service and usually settles down to practically sometl^ing that has been done 
somewhere else under similar circumstances. His rates are generally the result 
of comparison. That the subject of rate-making has ever been mastered is not 
true, the best results have been reached by competition regulated by conditions 
like the long and short haul in the Interstate Commerce law. Our complex 
system of government gives the fixing of a standard of reasonable rates an in- 
volved condition. 

A railroad may run through a dozen different States, and each of those States 
may have commissioners authorized to fix rates on any basis they may consider 
reasonable, the Interstate Commerce Commission might be authorized to fix rates 
on a basis of its own, and while perhaps neither is intended to be or is in itself 
oppressive, so many independent methods of reaching a reasonable rate might 
seriously affect the earning capacity of the roads. The commissioners of one 
State might reduce local rates to a mere pittance, and if in the other eleven 
States no change was made, might Justify their action by the assertion that the 
road, notwithstanding, had paid its interest and some returns on its stock. 
Localities should be strictly guarded from discrimination and some method de- 
vised by which the railroad company that yields and the shipper that forces re- 
duced rates be severely punished. Scheduling with false weights and underbill - 
ing should be treated as other crimes are. The scalper should be held to the 
strictest accountability and the railway company furnishing him tickets lower 
than sold to any individual, whether a single ticket or a thousand, should be 
punished by fine and the agent selling, by imprisonment. 

It is said that in the eleven farming States railway earnings have increased in 
eighteen years 175 per cent., while the value of the wheat and corn crops of these 
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States have ooly increased 57 per cent., iDdicating that the railways are taking in 
the way of freights a constantly increasing proportion of the proceeds arising 
from the sale of farm products. Attention is also called to the fact that in these 
States railway revenue in 1870, when times were prosperous with farmers, was 
$12 for each unit of population as against $18 in 1888, an increase of fully 50 
per cent, in the per capita tax. It might b^ inferred from the above that in the 
eleven farming States the cost of transportation of agricultural products had 
between the years 1870 and 1888 increased 50 percent.; instead of this these 
charges have diminished in a remarkable degree during these years. 

There is a limit to the number of bushels of grain that can be produced from 
an acre of ground, and if the railways in 1888 were confined to the carritfge of 
the produce of only the acres cultivated in 1870 the statement would have bad 
great force. This is not the case and gives an exceedingly incorrect idea. 

The following statistics are taken from the reports of five railroads running 
west from Chicago : 

The gross earnings for 1870 were $26,547,890 

The gross earnings for 1887 were 72.913,692 

Or an increase of 274.27 per cent. 

The number of tons of freight carried in 1870 7.729.147 

The number of tons of freight carried in 1887 36,854,932 

Or an increase of 471 66 per cent. 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile in 1870 was 1,089.678,291 

The number of tons of freight carried one mile in 1887 was 7,223,093.937 

Or an increase of 662.87 per cent. 

The rate per ton per mile in 1870 was 2.428 cents. 
The rale per ton per mile in 1887 was 1.011 cents. 

Or a decrease in the rate per ton per mile in the aggregate of business of these 
roads of 58.28 per cent. 

It is not claimed that this increase of tonnage and decrease of rates will apply to 
all the lines of the agricultural States, but it is probably not an unfair statement of 
the condition of the business of the trunk lines of the country during these years. 
There is no special merit claimed for the roads in this decrease ; it is the result of 
circumstances over which they can exercise but little control, the rivalry of com- 
peting lines, competition by water-ways and the extreme low prices of produce 
that, if moved at all, must be at very low rates. There are other elements enter- 
ing into this, not the least of these being during this period the general substitu- 
tion of steel for iron rails, the perfection of tracks, the rarity of accidents and 
the increased tonnage of cars. 

In 1870 the limit of load in a freight car was ten tons, and the railway oflScers 



attempted and often did collect higher rates in the nature of penalties on the ex- 
cess. In 1888 a large proportion of the cars used in general traffic carried twenty 
tons, and many were being built with a capacity of thirty tons. To these im- 
provements forced upon the railway companies by the demand for low rates arc 
due the conditions above stated. It was recognized that if the freight of the 
country was carried by rail, some means must be provided to nfford lower rates 
than had yet been given. The Erie Canal, from 1850 to 1860, earned in tolls from 
three to five millions annually, subjected to the free competition of the railways 
after their full development as carriers of freight ; it has long since been unable 
to earn money enough to mtike its own repairs, and now, instead t)f being a 
source of revenue, is made a^f ree highway supported by the State. This does 
not indicate that railway rates in the State of New York are specially oppressive. 

It has been said that these corporations, ''having in their hands the com- 
merce of the country, are at will able to build it up or impoverish, and are a 
source of danger to the prosperity of the Republic, that the State must control 
the railways, or the railways will control the State." The experience of the past 
does not indicate any immediate danger from this source. Our federal, State, 
county, city and town authorities are in the habit of asserting themselves ; they 
do not seem to lack power and never hesitate to act when an emergency arises. 
But recently the corporate authorities of the city of Chicago, by a simple ordi- 
nance, required the railroads to expend, in elevating their grades within the limits 
of the city, an amount estimated at $200,000,000. This is understood to be the 
estimate on which those who passed the ordinance based their action. It is pos- 
sible that a burden of like character may be imposed by the council of any city 
through which the railways run. It is not the* habit of the American people to 
allow their rights to be infringed, and the larger and more powerful the corpora- 
tions the more solidly we find them arraj'ed against their influence Whenever 
public opinion is aroused by the thought that the country is being managed by 
corporations for their own purposes and against public interest, the action is 
prompt, fearless and decisive, not always just, but asserting itself in no measured 
tones. 

There is a great deal of force in the position that when there are two parties to 
a contract and one is empowered to make terms, and the other, by reason of his 
unfortunate situation, is unable to deal with anyone else, that strict juf^tice is 
rarely meted out. It is true that the theory on which the railroads in the United 
States have been built was that competition would regulate and furnish all 
reasonable rates. This it has done at competitive points generally, often at the 
expense of the local shipper. For this situation we see no relief except from 
legislative action direct or through railroad commissions. The latter in some 
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States are authorized to fix a standard above winch rates may not be made. 
While this may be a wise solution of the difficulty, it is a serious question 
whether the rate-making power should not fix a standard below which rates may 
not go. This action would tend to preserve uniformity, to protect the weaker 
lines, keep them from bankruptcy or from being absorbed by the stronger. 

The law of the carrier requires him to perform the service for a reasonable rate. 
The railroad freight agent, the shipper, the granger, the politician and the legis- 
lator all agree that rates should be reasonable ; this is all they seek and all they 
ask. When they attempt to arrive at what is reasonable, their views are widely 
different. • Who then shall determine? Usually the party who feels aggrieved 
calls upon the State that has chartered these corporations to fix a standard. 
What that standard shall be, or how to prescribe some rule, some law, or some 
formula by which rates may be measured bus been a problem that has puzzled 
the wisest and most thoughtful minds. Our belief is that this invariable stand- 
ard cannot be found and that the nearest approach to it is in some body or com- 
mission selected in the States on the model of the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, whose term of office shall run a number of years, the terms of office 
alternating so that those of no two members expire at the same time. The long 
term would have the effect to relieve the incumbent from popular pressure and 
the temptations to yield that necessarily surround an elective board. 

The alternating periods when these terms expire would always insure a majority 
of the Commission familiar with the subject and with a full knowledge of the 
difficulties in the way of the right adjustment of rates, allpw these bodies to 
patientl}' take up and adjust each Individual case after an impartial hearing in 
the light of surrounding circumstances and conditions. With regard to interstate 
commerce it is hardly possible that the present Commission could reach or in- 
vestigate the cases that would arise over the entire country ; while determining 
general principles it would evidently be impracticable to apply them to all the 
individual cases that might arise. It has suggested itself that an inferior or 
subordinate commission might be formed in each group of States to take up 
matters where State Commissions have no power to act and where the present 
Interstate Commission by the immense extent of the field would be unable to in- 
vestigate and determine what was or what was not reasonable.*' 

The report was accepted. 

The committee on Safety Appliances, made the following re- 
port, which was read by Assistant Secretary Decker ; the report 
was accepted, the committee thanked for their services and dis- 
charged. 
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*• In Marcb, 1891, at the Convention of Railroad Commissioners, which was 
held at the office of the Interstate Commerce Commission, in accordance with 
resolutions adopted, a committee was appointed by Hon. Thomas M. Cooley, 
Chairman of the Convention, to secure Congressional action in regard to safety 
appliances. The work done by this Committee during the year thence fol- 
lowing, and up to the assembling of the Convention on ^pril 13, 1892, was fuily 
set forth in a report by Hon. George G. Crocker, which was embodied in the re- 
port of the proceedings of said Convention. Appended to that report as exhibits 
D, E, F, and G were four separate drafts of bills which had been prepared by 
members of the Committee, Messers. Crocker, Smith, Rogers, and King, respec- 
tively. It was admitted by the Committee that they were unable to agree upon 
the particular bill which should be urged upon Congress as having the sanction 
of the National Convention of Railroad Commissioners. Therefore, by order of 
the Convention at its last meeting, your Committee was directed to submit 
through its Secretary said drafts of bills to the members of the various State 
Railroad Commissions for expression of their individual preferences in relation 
thereto, in the hope that a majority of the members would agree upon some par- 
ticular bill. In obedience to these instructions the Secretary of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, as Secretary of the Committee, duly transmitted copies 
of the drafts to the State Railroad Commissions, with the request (hat they should 
at their earliest convenience signify their choice (as to the form and substance of 
the same). As the result of this canvass, fourteen State Commissioners made no 
answer ; six were in favor of Mr. Smith's Bill, three in favor of Mr. Crocker's 
Bill, three in favor of Mr. Rogers' Bill, and three in favor of Mr. King's Bill. 
Efforts to bring the members of the Convention to an agreement as to any par- 
ticular recommendation to Congress seemed futile. The Committee, however, 
believing that some action should be taken, in conformity with their instructions, 
asked hearings before the Senate Committee on Interstate Commerce, and the 
House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, which were held on 
February 10, 17 and 18, and on March 2 and 4, 1892. Messrs. Crocker, of 
Massachusetts, and Rogers of New York, appeared before the Committee, as did 
the Secretary. Mr. Smith, of Iowa, sent a communication, which was duly sub- 
mitted to the Committees of Congress by the Secretary of your Committee. A 
bill was framed in the Senate, which left the matter of any compulsory legisla- 
tion entirely open, other than the requirement of railroads to report in detail 
their accidents, and number of cars and locomotives equipped with safety ap- 
pliances, etc. 

This bill passed the Senate without division, but in the House was amended 
by bill, H. R. 9850. The bill as amended went to the Senate, where it was again 
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amended and passed. On February 28« 1893, the Senate amendment passed the 
House, and receiving the approval of the President, has become law. The terms 
of the measure enacted by Congress require, within certain periods, the adoption 
of driving-wbeel brakes upon locomotives and train-brakes upon freight cars, 
uniform height of drawbar of freight cars, hand-holds upon the sides and ends 
of same, and automatic couplers. The bill also provides that continuance of 
employment in the service of a carrier failing to comply with the law shall not 
be regarded as a waiver of the right of any person so remaining in such carrier's 
service to personal damages. A copy of the law is hereto appended and made a 
part hereof. 

The passage of the law has been universally commended by the railroad 
employees, in whose interest the legislation was enacted, and has given general 
satisfaction. 

The Commonwealth of Massachsetts, which has three times petitioned Congress 

upon the subject, has by resolution thanked the Secretary of the Committee, a 

citizen of that State, for his disinterested services in the cause of humanity. 

The Committee asks to be discharged. 

J. C. Hill, 

T. J. Hennessey, 

W. J. Dale. Jr. 

[Public— No. 113.] 

An Act to promote the safety of employees and travelers upon railroads by com. 
pelling common carriers engaged in interstate commerce to equip their cars 
with automatic couplers and continuous brakes and their locomotives with 
driving-wheel brakes, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That from and after the first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and ninety -eight, it shall be unlawful for any common carrier 
engaged in interstate commerce by railroad to use on its line any locomotive en- 
gine in moving interstate traffic not equipped with a power driving-wheel brake 
and appliances for operating the train-brake system, or to run any train in 
such traffic after said date that has not a sufficient number of cars in it so 
equipped with power or train -brakes that the engineer on the locomotive drawing 
such train can control its speed without requiring brakemen to use the common 
hand brake for that purpose. 

Sec. 2. That on and after the first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
ninety eight, it shall be unlawful for any such common carrier to haul or permit 
to be hauled or used on its line any car used in moving interstate traffic not 
equipped with couplers, coupling automatically by impact, and which can be un- 
coupled without the necessity of men going between the ends of the cars. 

Sec. 3. That when any person, firm, company, or corporation engaged in in- 
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terstate commerce by railroad shall have equipped a sufficient number of its cars 
80 as to comply with the provisions of section one of this act, it may lawfully 
refuse to receive from connecting lines of road or dippers any cars not equipped 
sufficiently, in accordance with the first section of this act, with such power or 
train brakes as will work and readily interchange with the brakes in use on its 
own cars, as required by this act. 

Sec. 4. That from and after the first day of July, eighteen hundred and 
ninety-five, until otherwise ordered by the Interstate Commerce Commission, it 
shall be unlawful for any railroad company to use any car in interstate commerce 
that is not provided with secure grab irons or hand-holds in the ends and sides of 
each car for greater security to men in coupling and uncoupling cars. 

Sec. 5. That within ninety days from the passage of this act the American 
Railway Association is authorized hereby to designate to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission the standard height of drawbars for freight cars, measured perpen- 
dicular from the level of the tops of the rails to the centers of the drawbars, for 
each of the several gauges of railroads in use in the United States, and shall fix a 
maximum variation from such standard height to be allowed between the draw- 
bars of empty and loaded cars. Upon their determination being certified to the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, said Commission shall at once give notice of 
the standard fixed upon to all common carriers, owners, or lessees engaged in 
interstate commerce in the United States by such means as the Commission may 
deem proper. But should said Association fail to determine a standard, as above 
provided, it shall be the duty of the Interstate Commerce Commission to do so, 
before July first, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and immediately to give 
notice Vhereof as aforesaid. And after July first, eighteen hundred and ninety- 
five, no cars, either loaded or unloaded, shall be used in interstate traffic which 
do not comply with the standard above provided for. 

Sec. 6. That any such common carrier using any locomotive engine, running 
any train, or hauling or permitting to be hauled or used on its line any car in 
violation of any of the provisions of this act, shall be liable to a penalty of one 
hundred dollars for each and every such violation, to be recovered in a suit or 
suits to be brought by the United States district attorney in the district court of 
the United States having jurisdiction in the locality where such violation shall 
have been committed, and it shall be the duty of such district attorney to bring 
such suits upon duly verified information being lodged with him of such violation 
having occurred. And it shall be the duty of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission to lodge with the proper district attorneys information of any such 
violations as may come to its knowledge : Provided, That nothing in this act 
contained shall apply to trains composed of four-wheel cars or locomotives used 
in hauling such trains. 

Sec. 7. That the Interstate Commerce Commission may, from time to time, 
upon full hearing and for good cause, extend the period within which any com- 
mon carrier shall comply with the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 8. That any employee of any such common carrier who may be injured 
by any locomotive, car, or train in use contrary to the provision of this act shall 
not be deemed thereby to have assumed the risk thereby occasioned, although 

12 
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coDtinuing in the employment of such carrier after the unlawful use of such 
locomotive, car, or train had been brought to his knowledge. 

Approved, March 21, 1898." 

The Committee on Uniformity of Bailway Accounts, made a brief 
report, which was accepted, and the committee discharged. 

" Your committee, to whom was referred that part of the report of the Com- 
mittee on Uniformity of Railway Accounts made to the Convention of 1892, re- 
commending that the assignment of expenses to freight and passenger traffic be 
discontinued,. and also the transfer of certain items, etc., beg leave to report as 
follows : 

First. We recommend the adoption of that part of the report of the committee 
made to the Convention of 1892, providing for the discontinuance of the assiirn- 
meut of expenses to freight and passenger traffic. This to take effect July 1, 1893. 

Second. We recommend that that part of the report of the committee on page 
28 of the Proceedings of the last Convention which reads as follows: *' Your 
committee also approve and would recommend the transfer of the items men- 
tioned in the * Suggestions ' from * General Expenses * to definite accounts, under 
the head of 'Conducting Transportation,' thus necessitating the introduction of 
some new accounts under that heading, such as * Superintendence,' *Hire of 
Equipment,' ' Clearing Wrecks,' *Oil, Tallow and Waste,' * Outside Agencies and 
Advertising,' 'Commissions,' 'Stationery and Printing,' etc.," be adopted to take 
effect July 1, 1894. 

With the submission of this report your committee respectfully asks to be 
discharged." 

Mr. Adams, Statistician of the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
read an interesting and able paper on " the Service of a Bureau 
of Eailway Statistics and Accounts in the Sohition of the Bail- 
way Question," for which he received a vote of thanks of the con- 
vention. 

Mr. Freeman of Bhode Island presented a series of questions 
as follows : 

" What is a reasonable time to allow for unloading cars in freight yard? And 
what is a reasonable price for railroads to charge consignees per day as demur- 
rage? 

Should the time which railroads may occupy in transporting freight be limited? 
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And should the railroads be charged demurrage for failure to transport and 
deliver freight within such specified time? " 

The questions called forth a lengfthy discussion in which the 
different rules in regard to the loading and unloading of freight, 
demurrage, etc., which prevailed in different States, were fully 
set forth and much information presented. 

The next subject presented was the "Uniform Classification of 
Freights." Upon this Judge McDill of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission spoke as follows : 

**I do not know that I can say anything on the subject of .uniform classifica- 
tion of freights that will be of much advantage to the members of the Conven- 
tion. It is a great question, and the difficulties surrounding it are well known to 
every one who has studied the history of the work done by these conventions and 
by the Interstate Commerce Commission. It may have been noticed that nothing 
was said, or practically nothing, in the last report of thfe Interstate Commerce 
Commission on the subject of uniform classification, because there has been no 
progress made during the year. It is well known to the members of the Con- 
vention that some time ago a committee composed of experts, gentlemen well 
acquainted with the rules governing transportation, attempted to formulate a 
uniform classification. They did so. They reported to the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, but there was difficulty in securing adoption of their report. 
That report was spread upon the records of the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, and, I believe, since that time nothing, practically, has been accomplished. 
My own attention has been drawn to the subject a good deal during the last year; 
and my thoughts, though crude, I will offer to the Convention. 

There has been raised in my mind a doubt whether an absolutely uniform 
$ystem of classification is attainable. There has been raised in my mind a doubt 
whether absolutely uniform classification is desirable. And yet, I have no doubt 
that we all ought to labor toward an approximation, as close an approximation 
as is practicable, to uniform classification. The difiicultics that arise in conse- 
quence of differing classifications are too familiar, at least to members of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, to leave in their minds any doubt that much 
trouble arises therefrom. And yet, gentlemen, we have a great country. It is 
a country of mountains and heavy grades, of plains and easy grades. Some of 
the railroads that serve this country are crowded with local freight and local 
passenger business ; others have, comparatively, very little. The circumstances 
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and conditions that surround the production of articles differ very much. Let 
me give you two instances that I suppose are quite familiar to all of you to illus- 
trate what has been done by a variance from uniformity. I think it was ten or 
fifteen years ago, possibly twenty years ago, that it occurred to the managers of 
railroads in the West to notice the fertility of the Weste];n fields in the production 
of oats. They also noticed that almost all the oatmeal that went on the tables of 
consumers was Scotch oatmeal. The managers, I believe, put their heads together 
and said : We have a country capable of producing any amount of oats, and it 
seems a little strange that we should all eat Scotch oatmeal. Now, can we not, 
in some way, bring about the consumption by the American people of an 
Amencan oatmeal, if we make it possible to produce it ourselves? How was 
that done? It was done bj' giving oatmeal a very low classification, which, I 
believe, was nearly, if not altogether, as low as the classification on flour. The 
result is, that to-day Americans eat American oatmeal almost universally. An- 
other illustration : Some 3'ears ago, in California, some railroad manager 
plucked a bunch of grapes, and observed the cluster, when cured, very much 
resembled the raisin of commerce. He began to investigate the question whether 
or not there was any grape grown in California that would make a raisin. He 
satisfied himself that there was such a grape produced in California, and pro- 
posed that they should so classify the raisin grape as to encourage raisin culture 
in that State. I do not know whether I may say that the California raisin now 
supplies the market : I think I could not say that, but I can say that, as a result, 
the California raisin is becoming a very potent factor in American commerce. 

I mention these two instances to show how, by a little variance from uni- 
formity, much good may result. I think in all our efforts to bring about uni. 
form classification this thought must be kept prominent in our minds, namely : 
That conditions of production do differ, and that those differing conditions call 
for differing treatment. With that idea engrafted upon the idea of uniform 
classification, I believe it is very desirable that we should have it as soon as pos- 
sible, making those exceptions which seem absolutely necessary. 

We labor under very great difficulties at this da}' from the fact that for 
probably the first thirty or forty years of railroad work, there is absolutely no 
history of its development. I think we may say that, prior to about the year 
1870, the previous part of railroad operation is prehistoric. There were no com- 
missions, no boards, no officers, who were looking upon this system of trans > 
portation and noting results ; and the consequence is, we do not know a great 
deal about the origin of many things now regarded as necessary in the investiga- 
tion of the question of classification. I remember last year when we were in 
Cincinnati, investigating a matter there, an inquiry was made how a certain 
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system of rates came to be adopted. The question was propounded to an expert 
witness, a gentleman of long experience in railroad business, and his answer was, 
*' I do not know ; I think it must have grown up, as Topsy did." That is cer- 
tainly true about the origin or beginning of railroad work. It grew up. It was 
a new business. 

It was the first time in the world tbnt there had been a highway that could be 
used by only one, with a vehicle that could only be used by one. And the 
gentlemen who in those days managed railroads were every day meeting new 
and diflScult problems, and it was during this time that I have referred to, the 
prehistoric period, that the' system of transportation grew up/ It grew up, not 
planned and systematized as it should have been. First this thing was done and 
then that thing was done, and all that Ve are able to say about the classification 
now IS this, that it was an attempt on the part of those engaged in transportation 
to so arrange the burdens of charges that they might, so far as possible, bear 
equally upon those requiring transportation service. 

Now, that there are anomalies in the present systems, that there are differing 
results, and that there are troubles, is evident to every one. I remember when I 
was a member of the Iowa Railway Commission — my friend Mr. Dey is here 
and will remember it well — that a certain gentleman in the plate-glass business in 
Des Moines bought some plate-glass ; I believe he bought it in Newark, New 
Jersey, and had it shipped to the city of Des Moines. He ascertained what the 
rate was, and he had his glass shipped. When the glass reached Chicago it 
was there transferred to the Rock Island Railroad, and the classification was 
changed from a lower to a much higher class. The result of the change was that 
when the gentleman got his plate-glass in the city of Des Moines he found tl^at 
his profits and something more were gone if he paid the rate. He brought the 
matter before our Commission and asked us to examine it. We examined his 
bill and we found there was printed on the bill in fine print, *' Subject to changes 
of classification.'' The whole trouble had come from the fact that plate-glass 
went up in classification when it reached Chicago. Not knowing that fact him- 
self, and the initial carrier not knowing it or not thinking of it, he was misled 
into a deal or a business transaction which proved a loss to him. We fortunately 
were enabled to save him from immediate loss by suggesting to the railroad com- 
pany in question that it was perhaps right and just that he should have the rate 
asked for in that case and the railroads granted it. That was before the day 
when special favors could not be granted. 

But that kind of thing is going on every day. Now there are many methods 
by which classifications might be made more harmonious than they are at the 
present time. Those methods ought to be studied, but we meet the difficulty in 
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classification which we all saw presented so clearly yesterday with reference to 
the adoption of a particular kind of car coupler. When we come to the classifi- 
cation that is to be uniform, you will find a great many varying views. People 
who are accustomed to a certain classification, and find it works well for them, 
are apt to think it will work well for everybody else. 

Yet, as I said in opening my remarks, our country is a very great country, 
covering /i great variety of climates and conditions, and it will be absolutely im- 
possible, in my judgment, to make an absolutely iron clad classification that will 
suit every case. But that much of the anomaly and much of the inequality 
could be removed by careful study, I do sincerely believe. I believe it to be very 
desirable. Classification is intimately connected with rate-making. My friend 
from South Carolina, Mr. Duncan, did not' get any particular answer as to what 
is a reasonable rate. I never heard of one. I doubt if we ever will hear of one. 
What is a reasonable price for a bushel of corn? Can any one tell me? To-day 
it might be one thing, to-morrow another. What is the reasonable price of any 
article? Can any one tell me? No, because it varies according to the circum- 
stances and conditions that surround the article in question. 80 that the only 
abstract definition that I have been able to formulate in my own mind in regard 
to a reasonable rate would not help anybody very much because it is too gen- 
eral. It would be about this : The reasonable price of any article is usually 
fixed in a contest between the buyer and seller. The buyer says cheap, cheap ; 
the seller says high, high. By the consideration of the surrounding circumstances 
they finally come to a conclusion or agree upon a price. If you do not interfere 
with them, they will usually come to a reasonable price. 

The peculiarity of the railroad system is that the seller of transportation is at 
liberty, apparently, to fix the price, while the buyer is not at liberty to stand and 
dicker, and in a position to carry on bis part of the fight or contest. Now, about 
all that can be done is to lend some aid to the buyer so that he may, if possible, 
be put upon an equality with the seller. And then if they are equal in their con- 
dition, equal in their fitness for the struggle, the result of the contest will bring 
about a reasonable price^ 

Classification has been devised to try to arrange this matter so far as it had any 
reason in its original conception — and I think it had reason. It was not 
arbitrarily thrown into the transportation problem, but it was the attempt to 
equalize these burdens. We are in a field that will always be difilcult ; in a field 
that will always require the closest thought, and there is no question, no kind of 
work, that demands such absolute fearlessness, such absolute impartiality, such 
perfect sense of justice, as the work of those who attempt to regulate this 
transportation question . " 
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Mr. Dey of Iowa and Mr. James Peabody, editor of the Rail- 
way Jieview, Chicago, and Mr. Duncan of South Carolina, also 
spoke upon the subject and the following resolutions were adopted: 

*' Resolved, That we believe that still further advance toward uDiform classifi- 
cation of freights will promote the welfare and convenience of shippers and of 
the railroad companies, and we commend a conservative but persistent effort to 
that end. 

Resolved, This Convention recognizes the difficulties that stand in the way of 
the accomplishment of this purpose. It is believed that the end in yiew can only 
be attained by the exercise of Federal authority, and we respectfully present the 
subject to the Interstate Commerce Commission, as one worthy of their persistent 
and continued effort, to the end that a system of uniform classification of freights 
applicable to every part of the United States shall ultimately come to be an ac- 
complished fact." 

Many other subjects were discussed and then the Convention 
adjourned, to meet at the call of Committee in 1894. 
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EAILWAYS IN THE UNITED STATES. 



Interstate Commerce Commission, 

Washington, B. C, December 2, 1893. 

The Commission presents herewith a Preliminary Report of the Income and 
Expenditures of Railways in the United States for the year ending June 30, 1898. 
It contains the income account of railways whose annual reports were filed on or 
before December 1, 1893, such reports being compiled without correction or re- 
vision. It has been found, however, that so far as the income account is con- 
cerned, the reports as filed are, in the main, satisfactory, and the figures herewith 
presented may be accepted as an accurate statement of the financial results of the 
operations of the railways included in this report for the year ending June 30, 
1893. 

The number of roads covered by this Preliminary Report of income and ex- 
penditure is 479, representing 145,869.58 miles of operated line. The table 
which follows the text shows in detail the following items for each of the roads 
named : Miles of line operated, earnings from passenger service, earnings from 
freight service, and other operating earnings ; operating expenses and net earn- 
ings from operation ; net deductions inclusive of dividends, and dividends de- 
clared ; surplus from operations of the year, number of passengers carried one 
mile and number of tons carried one mile. In the text there will be found three 
comparative summaries, showing, in a general manner, the results of the opera- 
tion of railways for the years 1893, 1892, 1891, 1890, and 1889. These summaries 
are as follows : 

1. Earnings from Operation and Operating Expenses. 

2. Passenger and Freight Service for the Years ending June 30, 1893, 1892, 
1891, 1890, and 1889. 

3. Net Earnings, Dividends, and Surplus from Operations for the Years 
ending June 30, 1893, and 1892. 
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Summary op Earnings from Operation, and Operating Expenses for the 
Year Ending June 30, 1893, and Comparative Summary of Results for 
THE Years Ending June 30, 1893, 1892, 1891, 1890. and 1889. 





Amount. 1 


Per mile of line. 


Item. 

• 


1893.» 

* 


1892.« 

$2,104 
4,946 


1891.S 


1890.* 


1889.S 
$1,956 

4 901 


Increase, 

1893 over 

1892. 


Passenger service 

Freisht service 


$322,805,638 

739,249,865 

23,566,347 

64,031 


$2,213 
5,068 


$1,962 

4,689 

150 

• • • • • • 


$1,978 
4.589 


109 
122 


Other earDlugs from operation 


162 


162 


155 157 
3 s 




(•) 


1 


'1 










Total gross earnings 

Less operating expenses 


1,085,685,281 
785,427,532 


7,443 
5,042 


7,213 
4,809 


6.801 
4,538 


6.725 
4,425 


6.320 
4,203 


230 
238 


Income from operation... 


350.257,749 


2,401 1 2,404 

i 


2,26:^ 


2,300 2,087 


73 



1 145,869.58 miles of line represented. 
3 161,275.17 miles of line represented. 
" 153,385.87 miles of line represented. 



"f Decrease. 



* 162.397.30 miles of line represented. 

* 156,404.06 miles of line represented. 

* Less than $1. 



The above summary shows the passenger and freight earnings and operating 
expenses as returned for 145,869.58 miles of line. For the purpose of comparison 
all these items are reduced to a mileage basis for the years 1889 to 1893, inclusive. 
It will be noted that the gross earnings from operation per mile of line increased 
from $7,213 in 1892, to $7,443 in 1893 ; the increase in operating expenses, however, 
more than counterbalanced this increase in gross earnings, resulting in a decrease 
in net earnings of $3 per mile as compared with 1892. It should be borne in 
mind, however, that the returns for 1893 do not cover as large a mileage as those 
of 1892, and it is probable that the complete figures for 1893 will not make quite 
as favorable a showing, inasmuch as the inclusion of data for small lines that had 
not filed their reports in season for use in this compilation may tend to slightly 
decrease these averages. 

It is not possible in this Preliminary Report to assign accurate!}' the operations 
of railways to the territorial groups, which for several years have been accepted 
as one of the bases for the classification of railway statistics. This will be de- 
ferred until the final report. A few statements, however, may be made looking 
in this direction. The railways of the New England States, which may be 
easily separated from the other railwa5's of the country, show a decided increase 
in earning capacity both in passenger and in the freight service for the fiscal year 
1893 over that of the fiscal year 1892, the total gross earnings per mile of line 
being $13,133 in the former year and $11,152 in the latter. The figures also 
show a decided increase in operating expenses, these expenses being $9, 157 per 
mile of line in 1893,. as against $7,760 in 1892. By compaiing these figures it 
13 
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appears that the railways in the New England States show an increase in net in- 
come of $584 per mile of line. 

The railways included in the territory lying east of Chicago and north of the 
Ohio and Potomac rivers (inclusive of the New England States) may also be easily 
seperated for the purpose of compilation. A comparison of the gross earnings of 
1893 with those of 1892 shows a slight increase. Thus, the gross earnings per 
mile of line for 1893 were $12,849 and ior 1892 they were 111.933. Inasmuch, 
however, as there was nearly a cornisponding increase in operating expenses per 
mile of line this increase in earnings gives to these railways only a slight increase 
in net income per mile of line. It is probable that full returns for the railways 
in the trunk line territory will reduce somewhat the per mileage earnings as 
above stated, since all the trunk lines are included in the compiled returns, while 
quite a number of the second class lines are excluded because their reports were 
not filed in season to be used in this tabulation. 

The railways lying in the territory south of the Ohio and Potomac and east of 
the Mississippi Rivers, which form naturally a group by themselves, show a total 
gross income per mile of line of $4,873 for 1893, as against $4,682 for 1892. In 
this case the movement in operating expenses is such as to give a small increase 
in net earnings. 

The great difficulty in making a territorial classification in railway returns is 
found in the case of the Western roads, and consequently, for the purpose of 
obtaining the average for this Preliminary Report, all the railways lying west of 
a line drawn from Chicago to New Orleans via St. Louis have been considered 
as a single group. The gross earnings per mile of line for this territory also show 
an increase, being |5,599 for 1898, as against $5,445 for 1892. This increase in 
gross earnings is, however, more than offset by an increase in operating expenses, 
and therefore a slight decrease in net earnings from operation results. 

The amount of service rendered by the railways during the year ending 
June 80, 1893, as compared with previous years may be learned from the fol- 
lowing summary : 

Comparative Summary of Passenger and Freight Service for the Years 
Ending June 30, 1893, 189?, 1891, 1890, and 1889. 



Year. 



1893. 
1892. 
1891. 
1H90. 
1889. 



Passengers car- 
ried one mile. 



12,825,975,314 
13.362,898,299 
12,844,243,881 
11,847,785,617 
11,553,820,445 



PasseDgers 
carried one 

mile per 
mile of line. 



87,928 
82.285 
79,642 
75,761 
75,326 



Tons carried one 
mile. 



84,997,043.814 
88,241,050,225 
81.073,784,121 
76,207.047,298 
68,727,223,146 



Tons carried 
one mile per 
mile of line. 



682,682 
543,365 
502.705 
487,245 
448.069 



A^PK[^^)Ix. 



The gigalflcftnt figures in the above summary as indicating the deTelopmeot of 
railway service are ihose which show ibe density of passenger and of freight 
trafBc. It will be observed Ihat ihe increase in passengers carried one mile per 
mite of line and is tons of freight carried one mile per mile of line for 1S93 does 
not differ In any marked degree from the ordinary increase of previous years, 
thus showing a constant and, to a certain extent, a uniform expansion of business 
from year to year. 

Id the summary which follows will be found a comparison of net earnings and 
of dtvidends for the years ending June 30, 1893 and 18B2, accruing on the tines 
of those roads whose operations are Included in this Preliminary Iteporl. The 
summary presents totals referred to by territorial groups, but too much reliance 
should not be placed upon this group classiS cation, since It was necessary to 
assign the data for some roads lying in more than one group to a single group for 
the purpose of this compilation, such arbitrary assignment being explained by 
footnotes in the body of the table. 

COHFARATIVB SdMUARI OF NET EARNINGS AND DlVIDSNOS FOR TBB YeARS 

Ending Junb 30, 1893 and 1803, for thb same Roads, Showinq also Net 
■ Deductions, Exclusitb of Dividends, and Sorplus from Operations of 
Year 1893. 



" 


N«t«B 




mt deduc 






Surpl^from 








■Ive o( dh'l- 
deiid., 18W, 




(.2/ 






1993. 


1882. 








21 04 10 


u era 146 


l> e i 


1 


M5,4S7 






















































■l,4J8,g8B 


















































Groop X 




an fl 2" 3: 


1 


1 M 


12,014,934 


Totiil-Unlled 9lBl«. 


3W,SST7*9 


«0«2 7K 


mfiHH* 


*"'*"' " 


SSS8T 


ie,04B,4(» 



The division of the country into groups for the purpose of localizing railway 
stations may be roughly defined as follows : 

Qroup I. This group embraces the States of Maine, New Bampsbire, Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Conuecticut. 

Group II. ■ This group embraces the Slates of New York, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland, exclusive of that portion of New York and 
Pennsylvania lying west of a line drawn from Buffalo to Pittsburg via Salamanca, 
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and inclusive of that portion of West Virginia lying north of a line drawn from 
Parkersburg east to the boundary of Maryland. 

Group III. This group embrace the States of Ohio, Indiana, and the southern 
peninsula of Michigan ; also that portion of the States of New York and Penn- 
sylvania lying west of a line drawn from Buffalo to Pittsburg Via Salamanca. 

Group IV. This group embraces the States of Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and that portion of the State of West Virginia lying south of a line 
drawn east from Parkersburg to the boundary of Maryland. 

Group V. This group embraces the States of Kentucky. Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, and that portion of Louisiana east of the 
Mississippi River. 

Group VI. This group embraces the States of Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Minnesota, the northern peninsula of the State of Michigan, and that portion of 
the States of North Dakota and South Dakota and Missouri lying east of the 
Missouri River. 

Group VII. This group embraces the States of Montana, Wyoming, Nebraska, 
that portion of North Dakota and South Dakota lying west of the Missouri 
River, and that portion of the State of Colorado lying north of a line drawn east 
and west through Denver. 

Group VIII. This group embraces the States of Kansas, Arkansas, that por- 
tion of the State of Missouri lying south of the Missouri River, that portion of. 
the State of Colorado lying north of a line drawn east and west through Denver, 
and the Territory of Oklahoma, Indian Territory, and the portion of 'New 
Mexico lying northeast of Santa Fe. 

Group IX. This group embraces the State of Louisiana, exclusive of the por- 
tion lying east of the Mississippi River, the State of Texas, exclusive of that por- 
tion lying west of Oaklahoma, and the portion of New Mexico lying southeast 
of Santa Fe. 

Group X. This group embraces the States of California, Nevada, Oregon, 
Idaho, Washington, and the Territories of Utah, Arizona, and that portion of the 
Territory of New Mexico lying southwest of Santa F^. 

It will be observed by referring to the above summary that net earnings for 
the year 1893 are $350,257,749, being $9,774,957 in excess of net earnings for 
1892. This amount is, roughly speaking, 3.50 per cent, on the capital of the 
roads reporting. In whatever way the matter be considered, the figures in this 
Preliminary Report do not justify the assertion that the twelve months ending 
June 30, 1893, brought disaster to the railway industry, In this connection it 
should also be observed that the dividends declared during the twelve months 
ending June 30, 1893, were $66,652,400, being $1,963,713 in excess of dividends 
declared during the previous year. 

Another fact of interest is suggested by the above summary. By reference to 
the column headed " Surplus from Operations," it will be observed that the rail- 
ways of the United States, in addition to the amount of dividends paid, were en* 
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abled to pass a surplus of |16,048,404 from their income account to their balance 
sheet. This, it is true, is not a large surplus to be declared on a basis of gross 
earnings of |1, 085,685.281, but it shows that the railways, as a rule, maintained 
profitable activity. Four of the groups into which the territory of the United 
States is divided, that is to say, groups IV, V, IX. and X, show a deficit from 
operation ; but if a comparison be made between the net earnings for these 
groups for the year 1893 and fixed charges shown in the column headed " Net 
deductions, exclusive of dividends," it will be seen that the deficits in question 
arise on accpunt of a high ratio of fixed charges rather than on account of a 
diverse ratio of net earnings to gross earnings from operation, and this fact is 
brought into notice as suggesting an interesting line of inquiry. 

In the table immediately following the text the earnings and expenditures 
of any particular road included in this report for the year ending June 30, J893, 
may be found. 
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